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A Vital Heads-Up 

T he following column, reprinted with 
permission, appeared in the Fall 1999 
edition of The Agent, the official pub

lication of the National Association of 
TreasU1y Agents ( P. 0 . Box 2491, Detroit, Ml 
48231) - a non-profit organization of con
cerned men and women agents who are lay
ing their careers on the line to battle govern
ment abuse of the citizenry) and was 
authored by one of the truly good guys in 
government, or anywhere else, Jim Jorgen
sen, NATA '.s Deputy Executive DirectOJ: 

We are heading toward a class-con
trolled police state (many believe we're 
already there). Individual rights have been 
systematically dismantled by Bill Clinton 
and his mob of elitist.fascist bureaucrats to 
whom democratic principles equate in 
value to the now-ignored and generally 
belittled United States Constitution. 

Union people, and many others, are 
taking it in the neck as the Clinton regime 

scratches thousands of American jobs of/ 
the roster in his ego-driven Draconian 
effort to leave as his legacy the founda
tions of a world super-state. His arrogant 
and pathetic kowtowing to mainland 
China is flushing away any serious regard 
for American. national security. 

I 'll para.phrase a memorable line from 
Patton, which referred to Eisenhowe1; but 
which sadly applies to our Commander in 
Chief' "This is what to expect when our 
leader stops being an American.." 

People, that sonofabitch, in my estima
tion, never was an Am.erican! 

When I entered the U.S. Army, l took a 
solemn oath to " ... defend the Constitution 
from all enemies, foreign and domestic." 
That oath '.1· validity did not cease when I 
was discharged, or when I retired. I am still 
bound to it - and so are all of you, who 
remain true Americans! 

- Robert K. Brown 

As I See It ... Our Government's Been Stolen 
Despite being a political science major 

in college and long-time "history buff," 
I'm not exactly sure just when the 
"People's" government was stolen from 
"the People." Maybe expanding federal 
bureaucracies after the Civil War and 
WWII had something to do with it. 
Whatever. Today many government offi
cials think the govern ment belongs to 
THEM ... not US. The recent spate of FBI 
Waco revelations is just one more indica
tion of this attitude and "thievery." Don't 
these folks get it? Whatever information 
they have ... does not belong to THEM! 
That information, be it good, bad, or just 
plain ugly, belongs to "the People." 
Barring "national security" considera
tions, the People are entitled to have it. 
Officials who reluctantly give it up six 
years after the fact, subvert the Constitu
tion and do a grave disservice to everyone, 
including those honest federal agents who 

seem to lurk in the shadows. 
Top officials at ATF still don ' t get this 

either. Their Waco cover-up continues 
un abated since that fatal morning of 
February 28, 1993. Until ordered by a fed
eral judge, a few weeks ago, they refused 
to allow Texas Rangers into ev idence stor
age areas to retrieve items needed for an 
ongoing trial. That refusal speaks volumes! 

How many more yem·s will pass until we 
can truly honor slain ATF agents McKeehan, 
LeBleu, Williams and Wil!js with the com
plete truth? So long as ATF officials contin
ue to stonewall honest Waco inquiry and 
disclosure .. . so long as ATF officials allow 
the truly culpable to hide behind the coerced 
and bribed admissions of a couple of patsies 
... so long as ATF officials act as if the gov
ernment belongs to THEM ... there shal l be 
no closure for the Waco tragedy. 

- Jim Jorgensen 
NATA Deputy Executive Director ~ 
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~(]J@ A Photo History of the Secret Wars 
SOG: A PHOTO HISTORY OF THE SECRET WARS The most amazing special ops photo collection ever! 

by John L. Plaster 
In 1972, when the lop-secret Studies and Observations Group was 
disbanded. the U.S. military ordered ils thousands of photos and doc
uments burned so lhal a book like this would not be possible. But 
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some SOG veterans had brought 
back with them personal copies of 
"official" photos of SOG in action, 
as well as snapshots. and kept 
them secret for more than three 
decades. While writing his history 
of SOG, John Plaster contacted his 
secret-war comrades and uncov
ered this wealth of never-before
seen photos. More than 700 photos 
bring lo life the stories of the SOG 
heroes whose names had only 
been whispered before, as well as 
all 1 O Medal of Honor winners. See 
for yourself what really happened 

behind Ille lines: Operation Tailwind, Son Tay, Hatchel Force opera
tions. Bright Light rescues, HALO insertions, string extractions and 
much more. Includes first ever photos of U.S. forgeries of enemy 
documents! 8 1/2 x 11 , hardcover, photos, 496 pp. 
#10011187 

Far Jeff: Halchet Force 
troops advance along a 
Ho Chi Minh Trail side 
road, 1967. 

Upper lefl: U.S. Navy 
SEAL Barry Enoch dur
ing a raid in the 
Mekong Delta. SOG 
employed SEALs on 
numerous POW rescue 
attempts in t11e Delta. 

Lower felt: CCC RT 
members ride ladders 
alter emergency 
extraction from LEos. 
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tions for securing and using the 
very latest drugs and supplies from 
mail order suppliers, animal health 
centers, military dispensaries for
eign pharmacies, and other unusu
al sources. 5 112 x 8 1/2, sott
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NCO: No Contraband Opuses 
I thought you'd like 

this: My wife just graduat-
ed an E4 NCO 
Development Course, 
similar to NCO Prep 
courses. Part of the 
instructional guidance 
included appropriate 

behaviors, recommended professional read
ing materials (for furthering development of 
a well-rounded fledgling NCO's mind), to 
include " in-appropriate materials" as desig
nated by certain USAF agencies. Guess 
what? You (SOF) are hereby proudly anoint
ed as number I 0 on a list of " in-appropriate" 
materials. Those caught with said materials 
face expulsion from school, with possible 
punitive actions. Per the instructor's new
comer orientation brief ... Oh, yes, also 

included would be web sites considered rad
ical, inflammatory, racist, and contrary to 
good order and discipline not in line with 
USAF standards (i.e. SOF under radical and 
inflammatory). 

My wife always (especially after the 
ALS brief) asks how can I and why do I 
read such a magazine? Let me be the fi rst 
to say, SOF just happens to be (time and 
time again) the most accurate, on the spot 
reporting, of any media I have yet to come 
across. During the past 15 years that I 
have read SOF, it never ceases to amaze 
me how stories in SOF that others scoffed 
at, pop up years later as "breaking news," 
"startling discoveries," and " revealed dur
ing our investigative 6-month undercover 
reporting, brought to you, John Q. Public 
for the first time .. . " Pretty sad when you 
consider SOF is a monthly rag, yet our 
"mainstream" media is weekly, and in 
some cases, hourly ... 

OVER 
7500 

STOCK 
LINES 

Keep up the good work. Somebody 
needs to keep " them" on their toes, and you 
guys do just that. No bullshit. No sensation
alism. Just the straight, raw facts, as it hap
pened. Saying what we, the folks in the 
field, are bound by oath not to utter. What 
more can you ask for? 

Regards, 
(name withheld) 

Well, you pretty well described our 
MOS, and if you judge we' re doing it well 
then we' re pleased - although we' re a lit
tle disappointed about only being #JO on 
the mudlist. Now, here's the plan, and we 
hope it doesn't cause you any loss of con
sortium: Sneak in.to her lunch pail any of 
the many issues that had complimentGJy 
stories about the Air Force, by Dale B. 

Continued on page 10 

BRmSH ISSUE NAVIGATORS (datedl 
£99.00 

General Service (non dale) £85.00 

PLCE Rucksack 1251tr 
£ 170.00 

Also avail. Soldier 2000 
patrol pack £75.00 

Soldier '95 PLCE DPM Tactical 
Assualt Vest £ 125.00 - Ali types 
of webbing stocked. 

<@ 
Suppliers to the mllltary 
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Goretex Boot 
liners 

British Army 
issue, designed 
to Ht any boot 

for 100% 
waterproof. 
Great Value 

£20.00 

IGORE-TEX @I ~ 
:r~ti~~of~ll~ 0 

Latest army issue, 0 
waterproof, 

insulated 0 
& very 0 lightweight 

Swiss made 
Backed by 2 year warranty 
Tritium luminous 
9 models to choose from 
Worldwide Sales Silvermans Ltd. 
Highly accurate Quartz or 
17 jewel mechanical movements 

Pll015 MECHANICAL 
CHRONO £350.00 
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""' WORLD'S BEST 

Counter-Surveillance Device 
ULTIMATE IN 11BUG 11 DETECTION EQUIPMENT 

11DEBUGS11 ROOMS AND TELEPHONES! 

CONDUCT A PROFESSIONAL 
'G · SEARCH ... ANYTIME ... ANYWHEREI 

..:_ ~'J Every newspaper and magazine article and every radio and 'IV 
_ .• story discussing some new episode Involving "Bugging' devices, 

, continues to increase the ever growing demand for electronic 
~ Counter-Surveillance 'sweeps' and equipment The very limlted 

· ,.... supply of competently trained and equipped Counter-Surveillance 
specialists has created a situation where 'sweep' rates exceeding $250 per hour 
are now considered reasonable and appropriate. 

This is an exciting, immensely interesting and profitable field that you can enter with 
a minimum investment. Two hours actual practice with the CSD-18 will have you 
"reading' and 'clearing" telephones and rooms with professional ease and 
competence. The average fee for 'debugging' a single telephone Is over $200.00 
it requires about 45 minutes to complete the job and once It gets around that YOU 
can provide this service, you'll quickly have more clients than you can handle. 
Even W you choose to provide 'sweeps' for only a small number of friends and 
associates, your inltial investment will quickly be returned many times over. 

FREE WITH ORDER! 

SUBMINIATURE "BODY WIRE/ 

being overheard an.d/or -

If you require GUARANTEED PROTECTION against electronic 
telephone monitoring devices and COMPLETE CONFIDENTIAL 
PRIVACY In certain rooms and areas, we highly recommend the 
COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE DETECTOR CSD-18. 

EXTREME SENSITIVITY! 
This Is our finest piece of detection equipment! The CSD· 18 
qu\ckly locates electronic eavesdropping devices In telephones, 
homes, offices, vehicles, boats, or concealed on the body. It will 
actually pick up many eavesdropping transmitters at ranges up 
to 25 ftl Extreme sensitivity Is obtained via ultra-elllclent 
amplWication circuitry directly following the RF detection stages. 
Excellent quality dynamic headphones exclude ail external 
sounds to further enhance detector output. 
Encompassing an ex1remety wide-band frequency coverage of 
under 1 Mhz to over 3 Ghz, the CS0.18 quickly "homes-in' on any 
eavesdropping transmitter and immediately pinpoints Its location. 
The closer you get to the 'bug•, the further the needle moves to 
the right. It's as simple as that. 

FULL RANGE 
DYNAMIC 

HEADPHONES 

"FLASHING" LED WARNS YOU INSTANTLY! 

• --
And, for maximum telephone security, the CSD-18 automatically 
analyzes a pre-programmed series of electronic measurements 
along the telephone line and converts the analysis Into an easy to 
follow, step by step, test procedure. No technical knowledge Is 
required or necessary. A visual indication (via a flashing LED) 
Immediately reveals the presence of the various types of telephone 
'taps" and the flashing sequence Identifies the actual type of 
eavesdropping device. 

DETECTS THE LATEST "SUPER-BUGS" 
Exclusive GSS proprietary circuitry assures the utmost privacy protectlon possible 
today. The CSD-18 detects even the very latest ultra-sophisticated eavesdropping 
devices specWicaily designed to defeat detection, including sophisticated 'Frequency 
Hoppers' and "Burst Bugs". Also Includes multi-line option for testing business phones. 

MAXIMUM PROTECTION 
DETECTOR! ;-..._"I) 

If you fear the posslblilty of I -
recorded during private · ,, 
conversations and require ~·, 
'silent" notWlcatlon, we've :. " 
also included our SBD·5 (regularly $225) as 
a FREE GIFTI Only 3' x 2' x 1', th is exciting 
new development in micro-miniaturization will 
'instantly detect hidden body wires at ranges 
up to 10 It and alert you via a silent vibration. 

While most Individuals are now somewhat guarded in their 
1elephone conversations, they still rather naively feel secure In 
the "privacy• of their own home or office. However, the most 
common type of 'tap" presently used by eavesdroppers now 
picks up ALL SOUNDS AND CONVERSATION WITHIN A 
ROOM ... WITH THE TELEPHONE STILL ON THE HOOK! 

The CS0-18 detects and locates ALL major 
categories of surveillance equipment including: 

TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICES 
ALL TYPES OF CONCEALED TRANSMITIERS 

BUMPER BEEPER TRACKING DEVICES 

BIG MONEY OPPORTUNITIES! 
Due to this devastating capability, this infinity' tap (variously 
referred to as Infinity Transmitter, Hookswltch Bypass, 3rd 
Wire, Harmonica Bug, etc.) has become the 'bug of choice". 

ALL SERIES & PARALLEL PHONE TAPS 
INFINITY, LASER, MICRO-WAVE TRANSMITIERS 
~g Video, Computer and Fax Transmitters 

Also, complete information describing the 
fantastic opportunities now open to trained 
Counter-Surveillance technicians and how a 
number of individuals are reaping a Bonanza 
in this booming business! You'll learn exactly 
how the ever increasing use of Electronic 
Listening Devices by Investigative agencies, 
government agencies, jealous suitors and 
unscrupulous business competitors, etc. has 
created huge demand for this service. 

In flagrant violation of federal law prohibiting their use and 
sale, these devices In various forms are openly adve<tised In 
many technical publications f0< as llttle as $30. Llteraily 
thousands of these devices are now in the hands of 
unscrupulous Individuals ail over the country! 

CSD-18 $ 4 9 5 Comolete! 
Sec our Webs ite 

www.spy- city com 

FASCINATING HI-TECH 
INFORMATION PACKAGE! 

A detailed analysis of a variety of ex1remely 
fascinating hi·tech devices and procedures 
used for ultra-sophisticated audio and video 
eavesdropping Including micro-wave and 
laser device monitoring; new methods for 
listening thru walls; all about scramblers, 
voice changers and exactly how neighbors 
eavesdrop. How missing persons are found, 
confidential data banks are broken into, lie 

detectors deceived and much morel 

A comprehensive lnformaUon package 
JAM·PACKED FULL of some of lho most 

exciting and fascinating reading Imaginable. 
Reads like a James Bond novel, with one 
import~nt exception ... 1rs NOT ~I 

In response to this ever-growing threa~ a uniquely engineered 
feature of the CSD·18 now also detects Infinity type devices 
anywhere 'down the line•. 

In other words, K ANYONE ... ANYWHERE ... is utilizing the 
telephone tip and/or ring wires to monitor your private room 
conversations while your telephone Is on the hook, you'll 
immediately be made aware of It via a flashing LEDi 

100% POSITIVE INDICATION 
The CSD·18 also flawlessly detects "Series' and 'Parallel" 
telephone transmitters and 'Telephone Recording Devices'. 
And, a separate feature silently indicates when ex1ension 
phones are picked up or being used. The CSD·18 completely 
eliminates ail doubt and guesswork. 

EXCLUSIVE "LISTEN-IN" FEATURE! 

FEBRUARY 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE . www.sotm•a-com 

Includes headphones, antenna/probe, au plugt and 
adapters, batteries, the Free SB0-5 & Info Packages. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Order NOW by Mail or Telephone. 10 DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE if you're not 100% pleased and 
completely satisfied. We pay shipping charges on 
all prepaid & credit card orders. Acid $15 for CODs. 

cc12000 Great Southern Technology 
• - Mail Order Division -§ P 0 Box 1219, Carrollton, GA 30117 

I ' ~iJ"f#;W@# CALL TOLL FREf 

800 732-5000 

7 







Cooper; when she gets caught, the brass will 
have to read the evidence at her summary 
court, and they might decide we're not such 
knuckle-draggers after all ... 

I "Ashes of the A Shau" 
I read with interest 

Tom McCarthy's article 
"Ashes Of The A Shau, 
The 30th Anniversary Of 
The Battle Of Hamburger 
Hill." I have a black scarf 
hanging on the wall at 
home. Sewn on the scarf 
in red thread are a Torii 

gateway and the words "lOlst ABN, 187th 
Inf, B." When I look at the scarf, I am 
reminded of the Rakkasan's courage and 
sacrifice during the 11 brutal, bloody 
assaults up Hill 937, Hamburger Hill. 

Riley King 
Bl 31187/ 101 ABN 
Corvallis, Oregon 

Hmrnmmmm .... 
I wonder HOW you can be "Pro-Police" 

and "Anti-Tyranny" at the SAME TIME? 
Sounds like a CONTRADICTION to me. 

Poor, Poor Portugal - Since Columbus 
left, and they commingled [sic] with Black 

Africans, they have produced no more intel
ligent, far-thinking explorers or great artists 
- 400 years of apathy! 

(no name) 

In this country, thus far any way, we have 
a tradition of our police being anti-tyranny; 
that 's why they swear to defend the 
Constitution, which is the greatest anti
tyrannical document ever penned by man. 
So we're happy to support them. 

Regarding "Poor Portugal," and what 
we assume is a slam at Sub-Saharan African 
races: Ahem. Hate to be the one to break this 
to you, but Columbus was not Portuguese. 
He was an Italian, who contracted to Queen 
Isabella of Spain to go exploring, and 
bumped into the West Indies trying to find a 
new route to the Orient. Try not to take 
cheap shots at your neighbors - it really 
makes you look silly. 

Nutzoid Non Carborundum 
Hi guys. Been a subscriber for some 

while. Super good mag. Don't let the nuts 
get you down. Two questions, below: 

Can't find where I read in the last few 
months, Clinton's administration is valuable 
in the history of mankind. You see, the arti
cle went on to say that law enforcement 
agencies, nationwide, are using Clinton 

video recordings to train detectives on how 
to recognize a liar. Any info there? 

Second, I got second-hand stuff that 
Israeli Air Force pilots handed USN F-14 
and F-18 pilots a lopsided lesson in aerial 
combat over Israeli skies. It was something 
about how our USAF pilots fly. Sure would 
like to see an expanded article on how bad 
our pilots are, considering the mass exodus 
of flyboys these days. 

Definitely enjoy R.K. Brown's column. 
Protect him. 

David Robinette 
(moved from Las Vegas to Montana, 

missed the Convention this year) 

The nuts will never get us down (accord
ing to some, it 'd be fratricidal fire anyway). 
Hadn 't heard the Clinton training tape 
story, but it 's so good it has to be apoc
ryphal. Regards the entirely plausible 
Israeli/U.S. wargame scenario, we hadn't 
heard anything about that either, but bear in 
mind the Israelis are probably the very best 
pilots there are: It's not a game to them, as 
they are surrounded and vastly outnum
bered, so they have to be good. The loss of 
pilots due to morale and other problems has 
no doubt had an overall affect on our war
fighting ability, but the ones who have stuck 
it out are probably the better pilots, so as an 
individual consideration we have lost quan
tity, not necessarily quality. And, yes, we do 
try to protect RKB (mostly from himself). 

PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 
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MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 

(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 
1-MD-16 DELUXE SET ...................... $59.95 
1- SCHALGE WAFER SET .................... $29.95 
1-SESAMEE DECODER ....... .......... ..... $17.95 
1- WKS PICKS ............................. $9.95 
1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ............ $19.95 

. 

. 
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MD-16 DELUXE SET ~ 
WKS PICKS 

~CODER 

SCHALGE WAFER SET 

Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery on 
personal check orders. 
Money Orders ship same day received. 

9 All major credit cards accepted. 

A VALUE OF $137. 75 

' 

INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 
1-LOCKGUN 
1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 

'LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED' 
A VALUE OF $124.40 

LOCKGUN 
Eflur 
ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF2 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun·room.com 
CIC •[ii] 111mi The law requires all purchases be made in good faith , without 

make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 

www.sufmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ FEBRUARY 2000 



How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear ... I Guarantee To Show You ... 

How To Expose 'The Biggest Lie 01 Fighting' 
Plusl How To Eradicate 

The Paralyzing Emotion 01 Fear Forever! 
Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every 
Aspect Of Life! 

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose ... Except Your Fear!!! 
Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report 

Dear Friend, 
Did you know it is possible right now to pos

sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most 
'Grandmasters' in any martial art? In fact knowing 
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to 
defeat any opponent. .. regardless of your size or 
strength. More importantly did you also know these 
secrets completely ~ any feelings of FEAR? 
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the 
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state
ment? Well, I'm about to introduce you to a man 
who's made his livelihood for the last twenty years 
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes 
years to become a deadly fighter. 

In Mere Hours My Men Were 
Destroying 'Gurus' With 20 Years In The 

Martial Arts 
I'm a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy's Elite 

Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to 
one Jerry Lee Peterson. This guy came to us from 
some, let's just say, 'highly credible' sources within 
our government At the time the SEAL's were 
searching to standardize the way they taught hand
to-hand fighting to the hard charging SEAL combat 
platoons. We faced the same problems you face 
today; we didn't have twenty years to become 
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program, 
which got them to fight with or without weapons 
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed 
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on 
natural body movement and had to work regardless 
of size or strength. 

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight
ing system we tested (and we tested them all: 
Karate, Kung Fu, JKD, Jui Jistu, Sambo ... ) all 
failed the test They either took way to long to learn, 
could not handle modem weapons, failed against 
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic 
coordination. More importantly these 'arts' or 
'sports' were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we 
didn't know was a~ ... until we met Jerry. 

This guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with 
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces 
after a few hours of training them we could put his 
guys up against the most highly experienced fight
~ of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these 
'gurus' had been trained practically from birth in the 
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the 
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has 
spent anytime around the "Teams" knows SEAL's 
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the 
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten
dance the Peterson-trained SEAL operator 
DESTROYED each and every of the 'gurus' quick
ly and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily 
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks, 
grapples, chokes or weapons ... it just didn't matter. 
Jerry's fighters seemed to just focus on taking out 

the attacker (more about this in the FREE report). 
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained 
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the 
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim
ple to learn fighting system (more on that later). 

The One True Ultimate Fighting 
System 

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what 
can his revolutionary fighting system do for YOU? 
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth· 
er day of your life fearing another man. Ya see this 
system of his wasn't developed by some ancient 
'grandmaster' with some mystical (or should I say 
questionable) background. Nor was it something 
that was watered down into some 'ultimate competi
tion' that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref. 
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle 
combat of the Vietnam War. That's where a 19-year
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire
fight after only his 3rd day 'in country' (as they say) 
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of 
imminent death taking hold of him ... why? Because 
the 'combat training' he had received failed him ... 
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him 
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he Was 
going to survive this; it was up to him and guess 
what he did? He got mad, I mean ~and brim
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him
self he would never wait for another man to tell him 
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy 
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them 
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of 
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®). 

You Now Live The Fearless Life With 
The Offensive Mindset™ 

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson. 
He went on to serve 2 tours as a 'pointman' with 
l 73rd Airborne Charlie Company. That unit is cred
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST 
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably 
held the most dangerous job at 'point'. It was in 
those jungles that he saw what a defensive mindset 
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die. 
He survived numerous overrun situations (where the 
enemy outnumbers and actually overruns you) 
requiring hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon killing. 
This was due to the revelation of what he was later 
to call the Offensive Mindset. The ability not to 
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and 
only focus on what you are going to do to him. 

Have You Ever Felt Fear? 
If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in 

any potentially violent confrontation, if you have 
been training in a 'sport-fighting' or a competition
based system, PLEASE don't risk fxl:mng in a real 
um and~ struggle. You need to see this FREE 
special report. You need to get the full story on 
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what 

your learn in martial arts or 'sportfighting' may get 
you killed. And for those of you who don't think 
they have time to learn to live a fearless life I'm 
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS, 
completely change the way you view the world and 
never fear any man from that day on. 

Fighting Is Fighting 
With Or Without Weapons 

With SCARS you get TIIE complete fighting 
system. That's punching, kicking, throwing, grap
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body 
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether 
it's 1 attacker or 3, whether they or you have 
weapons ... TIIE SCARS principles WORK 
regardless of the threat. You'll get the benefit of the 
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic 
research and the empirical data from real combat 
that's behind the SCARS program. The SEALs 
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design 
3 official courses for the SEALs and create a train
er program, which produced over 200 military 
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the 
details). You'll possess~ fighting knowledge 
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the 
fighting world currently has and you'll get it in a 
~usable format. You won't need to rely on 
fil!Jl!!gth or athletic coordination when you combine 
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of 
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain 
Autokinematics call for the report). This is what 
you want, this is fighting the way it fill.m!k!, and 
now CAN be quickly and easily learned. Maybe 
these claims are too much for you, maybe you 
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is 
just a bunch of BS. Well we'll make it easy to find 
out for yourself because ... 

The Call Is Free The Report Is Free 
Listen SCARS will change your life and 

to find out more all you have to do is call 
our 24br toll free recorded m~e 

1-800-897-5492 
and leave your name to get your FREE 
REPORT. International call 602-437-3143. 
Get what up to now only the elite members of 
the US and NATO Special Operations 
Community and Federal Agents and some big 
city swxr teams have received (clients like: 
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets, 
members of DELTA/orce and SEAL TEAM 
SIX, USMC Force Recon, FBI, DEA, 
Treasury ... ) You have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Become what most fight
ers can only dream of being; a true m!!ll..Qf 
action, a man without the heavy burden of 
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have 
only your life to lose if you don't 

If you are on the Internet check out our site at www.scars.com serving you the world over 2417 



Youngest Delta 
Hi, I am a 13-year-old boy who is set

ting his sights on joining the Delta Force 
when I'm old enough. I have read your mag 
for three years and have enjoyed every 
issue. Your reports are well-written and 
nicely spread out. But something really stu
pid is that I was suspended from school for 
a week 'cause I was reading it on the bus! 
My teachers also nag me about being a 
wannabe and all of the news is fake ! I still 
proudly read your mag, and I hope you 
keep up the great work!!! 

MikeB. 
via E-mail 

Hey, Pard, thanks for writing. For what
ever it's worth, our managing editor started 
reading SOF at issue #2 when he was about 
your age, and he went on to West Point -
and both of his parents were school teach
ers. Any time you want to cite SOF as a 
source in a school pape1; we' d be happy to 
supply you with the original research so 
your teachers won't have to worry about any 
of our news being ''. fake." 

Delta represents some of the most capa
ble troops we have, and joining Delta is a 
laudable goal. lf that's your goal, hit the 
books hard and get in shape and stay out of 
trouble. See, one of the first things good 
troops have to learn is to follow orders. Even 
daft ones. So if SOF is contraband on the 

school bus or at school, as long as you' re 
subject to their authority you. have to go 
along with their program. You don't have to 
agree, but you do have to go along with it for 
the time being . Delta is looking for troops 
who can cause serious trouble - but don't. 

Raucous Range Roamer 
Whoever wrote the arti

cle about "Range Roamer" 
(Dec. '99) is a riot! I need a 
lot of practice, can I come 
to your range? 

J. Thomason 
via E-mail 

Sure. Bring your own ammo. 

Message Board 
First of all , let me con

gratulate you on a fine, 
patriotic publication. I 
have always admired your 
often unpopular opinions 
on the Balkan issue and 
would like to respond to 
the paranoid delusions of 
Mr. Sandking in Novem-

ber 's issue of SOF: 
Since when did defending innocents 

from the massacre of a tyrant (Milosevic, in 

case you forgot) make you a member of the 
"New World Order" or the oh-so-horrible 
"Jewish conspiracy"? I suppose you don 't 
believe the holocaust occurred. I bet you 
also think that any good decision made by a 
bad leader (i.e. Billy Clinton) is inherently 
bad. Well , I'm sorry to take the padding 
away from your cell, but you are wrong. 

I do not think much of the current admin
istration, but I also don 't want to see a petty 
tyrant destroy what my grandfathers put 
their lives on the line for. We waited too long 
to stop Hitler and Stalin and we can 't Jet it 
happen again. The war in Kosovo isn 't just 
about the former Yugoslavia, it 's about 
maintaining stability in all of Southern 
Europe. Let it go, and before long Greece, 
Albania, Russia, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia, 
Turkey and the rest of us will be figh ting 
World Wars I and II all over again. No 
thanks. Pre-empt now, stop Milosevic and 
move on. 

Incidentally, I met a couple of bad-ass 
Jewish Legionnaires that would like to meet 
you. Don't forget to take your medication. 

Sincerely, 
C. Wiggins 
via E-mail 

As a matter of policy, we don't run 
responses to FLAK letters from other readers 
- as we'd end up being a message center and 
the bickering would never end. Howeve1; since 
Sandking swore he'd never read SOF again, I 
guess this one time doesn't count ~ 

1=1\11: s·1~1~ 1=rrN1:ss -- Atrr1-11:N·r1c: 1v111.rrA1~,,: 1>· I 
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Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! 
Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 

12 Weeks to RUDIS Workout. Guaranteed! 

Whether you want to be a 
NA VY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one ... you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules ... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUDIS. 
It really works! 

Call Now! 

ALSO AVAILABLI! 

The 01'ficial 
Training lloot: · 
of the 
US N 11\'l' 
S El\Ls 

If you want to train like a SEAL. .. 
you need this boot! It's the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball , too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-1 2, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 
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Kiss Of Death 
Senate candidate Hillary Clinton didn't make points with New 

York's Jewish voters when she gave a kiss and hug to Mrs. Yasser 
Arafat, immediately after a speech in which Mrs. Arafat accused 
Israel of deliberately poisoning Palestinian women and children. 
Arafat said Israel makes "daily use of poison gas," which "has led 
to an increase of cancer cases among Palestinian women and chil
dren." She also accused Israel of putting poisonous "chemical mate
rial" into the local water supply (never mind the fact Israelis and 
Palestinians drink the same water). 

Hillary was apparently oblivious to the inflammatory nature of 
the speech, or too stupid to understand it, until New Yorkers 
demanded to know why she seemed so approving of it. Then she 
seemed flustered, and had no idea what the voters wanted her to say. 
There was no time to take a poll, and precious little time to consult 
advisors. So she attempted a calming, say-nothing statement that 
would appease everyone. She said anyone interested in resolving the 
Israeli-Palestinian issue "should refrain from inflammatory rhetoric 
and from baseless accusations." 

OK, Hillary, then why kiss and hug the public figure who just 
made the most inflammatory statements and baseless accusations 
about Israel in recent memory? If inflammatory rhetoric in this sit
uation is a bad thing, then why not soundly refute the statements of 
Mrs. Arafat and stand up for the interests of your constituency, 
which is far more Jewish than Palestinian? 

Why? Because Hillary is an airhead, which is becoming more 
apparent with each day of her senatorial campaign. She probably 
didn 't understand Arafat's speech. Furthermore, she doesn ' t under
stand the very constituency she hopes to someday represent. 

Special Treatment? 
The White House ordered the Federal Aviation 

Administration to treat any aircraft carrying Hillary Rodham 
Clinton just like Air Force One. An FAA memo, obtained by 
Washington's WJLA TV, outlines how air traffic controllers must 

treat any aircraft carrying the New York senatorial can
didate when it takes off, lands and is in the air. Air traf
fic controllers were told the policy was expected to 
cause delays throughout the busy northeast air corridor. 

The special procedures will speed any plane carry
ing Hillary Clinton to the front of the line for takeoff, 
and will prevent her plane from waiting to land while 
maintaining holding patterns. 

Republicans , of course, have charged that the spe
cial travel privileges are unethical and give Clinton an 
unfair advantage over New York Mayor Guiliani, the 
anticipated GOP Senate candidate. 

"Hillary Clinton ought to wait on the tarmac at 
Kennedy like the rest of us, and she ought to pay for her 
own planes, like everybody else," said Republican 
National Committee Chairman Jim Nicholson. 

The station reported Hillary 's new air privileges 
exceed anything extended by the FAA to former 
Senator Majority Leader Bob Dole during his entire 
presidential campaign. Sources at WJLA told the 
Drudge Report that "White House counsel and top 
FAA officials spent several hours trying to get us to 

kill this story." 

Leaving Us In Shambles 
When the Army let it be known that three National Guard divi

sions would be put into the rotation for duty in the Balkans over 
the next three years, Clinton's Pentagon handled the spin control 
just well enough that most Americans thought little of it. At the 
same time we were quietly informed of the National Guard 
deployments, the Pentagon continued assuring us we' re prepared 
to fight two Gulf War-like conflicts on opposite sides of the globe 
simultaneously. 

Here is the fact, however: Under Clinton, our armed forces 
aren't prepared to police even Bosnia and Kosovo at the same 
time without calling up the reserves. 

Why, specifically, do we need the reserves? Why are we 
deploying National Guard divisions overseas as discrete units for 
the first time since the Korean War? 

Because, as the Washington Post reports, the Army has rated 
two divisions as unfit for combat. The 10th Mountain Division, 
based at Fort Drum, and the 1st Infantry Division, in Germany, 
have received the lowest of four possible readiness scores and are 
"in need of additional manpower, equipment and training before 
being able to fight in a major regional war." 

Both units, says the New York Post, have repeatedly been 
called upon for "peacekeeping" duties in recent years. The 10th 
Mountain was the principal Army presence in the occupation of 
Haiti in 1994. Elements of the 10th are in Bosnia today, and the 
1st is helping police Kosovo. 

In other words, Clinton's "peacekeeping," interventionist for
eign policy has destroyed U.S .-readiness, forcing us to call up the 
National Guard during a time of peace. 

"Over the past several years, the Army has been deteriorat
ing as a result of insufficient funding and a foreign policy that 
has committed military personnel to areas where we have no 
vital security interests," says U.S. Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla ., 
chairman of the Senate Armed Service Readiness 
Subcommittee." Y(' 
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by Richard Culver 

Indian Summer In Indian Territory 
he summer of 1967 was beginning to creep into the 
first stages of fall in the Republic of Vietnam, but 
you couldn 't te ll it by the weather. The country just 
below Quang Tri was hotter than the hinges of hell , 
appropriately coinciding with the expected results of 
the upcoming elections. The powers that be had 
decided to ensure that General Ky wou ld become 

next the President of South Vietnam. 
As the company commander of a Marine rifle company, I had 

been ass igned to join the blocking forces placed 
to guarantee the fairness of the upcoming elec
tion. The fact that the eventual outcome at the 
polls was a foregone conclusion was of little 
consequence to those of us performing a 
minaret for the rest of the world to see and say 
"Yea, verily ... " 

The 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 
along with its support elements including an 
artillery battery, an engineer unit, an amt:rac com
pany, helicopter support troops, a recon platoon 
and a helicopter squadron, was one of two battal
ions designated to sail in small circles in the 

(right) Major Dick Culver (below) Blocking for the 
Elections September 1967. Ammo Dump at Dong Ha 
burning in background. 

South China Sea as a floating reserve for both the 1st and 3rd Marine 
Divisions. The floating reserves were called the SLF (for Special 
Landing Force, a sort of predecessor to the modern MEUS). 

The SLF was divided into two segments. 2/3 (our battalion) was 
designated SLF Bravo and the lst Battalion of the 3rd Regiment 
comprised the second or SLF Alpha. I was the commanding officer 
of Hotel Company of 2/3. Our call sign was what would now be 
considered to be terribly politically incorrect - the Second 
Battalion of the Thi rd Regiment was known as "Gray Rebel," and I 

was "Gray Rebel Hotel-Six," most appropriate, I 
thought, fo r a gent who had two great granddad
dies who had served in the 59th Alabama during 
the Late War of Northern Aggression! 

The SLF was designed to come in and assist 
any organization that inadvertently stepped in 
deep kimchi . In other words, we comprised a fire
fighting battalion to assist any unit in I Corps that 
bit off more than they could chew. To say that the 
duly was th rilling was something of an under
statement (we sustained over 800 casualties in a 
nine-month tour). Normally, when we were 
ordered ashore, we knew the landing zone was 
already hot. Thus, the assignment to "block" for 
the election was considered soft duty for a battal
ion that had been on the SLF for six straight 
months. My rifle company had only five men 
who had not received at least one Purple Heart -

and I was not one of them. 
I had inherited one of the finest rifle companies in the Corps. The 

lieutenants were the best I had ever worked with and the NCOs were 
outstanding. Better yet, the officers, NCOs and enlisted worked as 
one and trusted one another. 

Since we were required to stay in a fixed position, we ensured 
that our patroll ing efforts were heavily beefed up, as were our out
posts and night ambushes. Late in the afternoon on the last day of 
the election frivol ities we were sitting on the hillside breaking out 
our evening C-Rats. 

Whi le I sat heating a can of ham and muvvas and wearing a soft 
cover, the sound of a rifle shot cracked. At the bottom of the ridge 
we were occupying, there was unusual activity in the treeline. My 
radio operator claimed to have seen some movement and a puff of 
smoke from below the ridge. I was carrying a .30 carbine with sev
eral magazines of tracer rounds to mark close-in targets. I gave my 
radio operator my binoculars and unlimbered the little gun. I had 
him pass the word via radio that I wanted everyone on my side of 
the hill to fire two rounds of 5.56mm into the spot I had fired a trac
er. And then the fun began. Every time I would fire the hillside 
would reverberate with gunfire and the treeline seemed to be alive. 
My radio operator began to enjoy the situation and gave me several 
"corrections" that would indicate the perpetrator of hate and dis
content was on the move. 

Continued on page 68 
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Spyderco "Delica" 
The Spyderco "Delica" is a handy, excellent quality, capable util

ity knife that is a very easy carry. It is now avai lable in ATS 55, a 
stainless alloy specifically developed for cutlery. The trademark 
"round hole" makes all Spyderco folders look like there was a peli
can in their lineage - and it also makes them probably the easiest of 
all non-automatic, one-hand openers (we say "probably" on ly 
because we haven't had occasion to work with every knife on the 
market). An additional benefit of this distinctive one-handed open
ing/closing system is that when the user first grabs the knife either 
from where it may be clipped to clothing or LEE, or from the inside 
of a pocket, the distinctive shape tells the hand without thinking about 
it how to grasp the knife for one-handed opening. And if one-handed 
opening is of interest to the user at that point, it is probably because 
he is concentrating on the work at hand or some other agitation. 

The "pocket" clip, which lends itself to handily clipping the kni fe 
in myriad accessible places and postures, is reversible on the new 
Delica, making it even more functional for those more-evolved 
among us known as southpaws. It may also be removed for com
fortable pocket-carry. The hollow telescoping bolt that secures the 
clip also serves as the bushing for the lanyard hole, always a good 
option when using the knife in darkness, over or under water or in 
other environs likely to get it lost. The lightweight synthetic hand les 
are heavily textured for a good grip when wet or covered with fish 

OG 

slime, blood, oil , mud, etc. The blade locks up securely with a liner
type latch. The Delica is an excellent everyday knife: not in the sense 
that it 's at all ordinary, but in the sense its utility and facility make it 
a good knife to always have with you. 

As one would expect from a company who started in the cutlery 
industry with a line of innovative sharpening devices, the Delica 
comes from the Seiki factory razor-sharp, and the stainless ATS-55 
blade keeps a good edge. Almost fully serrated, the Delica blade cuts 

Continued on page 24 
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heavy fabric, leather and cordage effortlessly. Spyderco was a pio
neer of the serrated blade for implements other than bread knives 
with their "SpyderEdge" and although not as handy for whittling and 
skinning, for cutting the serrated blade is hard to beat. 

The serrated blade, at least a properly serrated blade such as the 
SpyderEdge, cuts faster and with less effort for two very simple rea
sons, neither of which have much to do with saw teeth, which are 
actually a series of chisels, and which a serrated blade is not. First, 
there is more cutting area to a series of arcs than a straight line, so a 
4-inch swipe with a serrated blade is equal to a much longer swipe 
with a straight blade. Second, the pressure applied to a given area 
with a series of points is much greater than that of a flat blade, so 
penetration requires less force on the knife handle. Thus, a serrated 
blade tends to cut with less effort, and your dull serrated blade 
(shame on you) will still cut when a dull straight blade will not. 

The first production folder with a serrated blade was Spyderco's 
Clipit Mariner, introduced in 1982. This writer has had one for near
ly that long, and this all-stainless tool is the best cordage knife we've 
ever used, and the angular shape with the round-hole opener has 
proved invaluable in use, as one's hands are always cold and wet(= 
stiff and clumsy) on a Seattle diving barge. 

Spyderco has a world-class assortment of working blades and 
accessories. Contact them for the dealer nearest you at: Spyderco, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 800, Golden, CO 80402-0800; phone: 800-525-
7770 or 303-279-8383; via Email: custsvc@spyderco.com; check 
out their web site: www.spyderco.com . 

GunTracker 
Dealers, collectors or armed law-enforcement agencies - plus 

insurance agents - who have a strong interest in knowing the pre
cise inventory, condition and value, and/or disposition of arms under 

their control will find the GunTracker software system one of the 
most useful and convenient tools they ever owned. 

It does not, of course, replace the requirement for FFL holders to 
keep a bound "hardcopy" book recording acquisitions and sales, but 
for inventory control or insurance records it's simply unbeatable. 

System requirements are a PC running Windows 3.1, 95 or 98; 8 
to 16MB; mouse or equivalent; 
VGA or SVGA monitor, and 
appropriate printer. 

The GunTracker is based 
on the Blue Book of Gun 
Values, making it very simple 
to scroll through the book and 
flag the guns you have, and the 
system does all the basic 
inputting for you. For those 
rare guns not in that book, you 
can input yourself, as well as 
other pertinent custom info 
you want to store, such as vari
ations, prices and so on. One 
particularly good aspect of this 
system is that it allows you to digitally photograph (or scan) the actu
al gun to record its exact condition, and each year the market price 
as recorded in the Blue Book is updated on the Price Disk, making it 
easy to keep current with market values. 

Another very handy feature is a Speed Search Tool, making the 
location of a particular record, even if you can't remember the exact 
model or name, very fast and easy. Multiple collections? No prob
lem. You can use the Collections Tab to keep records of various col
lections current - making it possible to cooperatively use one sys
tem to keep multiple records, as for members of a club, etc. 

Available from Blue Book Publications, Dept. SOF, 8009 34th 
Ave., S., #175 (GT), Minneapolis, MN 55425; phone: 612-854-
5229; fax: 612-853-1486. ~ 
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The BEST Riflescope. The 4X 
RAPTOR has 1,500 yard 
detection with a quarter moon! 

Call for our Free catalog! 

The BEST Single Tube Goggle. 
The GEN Ill 1700-4U can be 
used to see people moving at 
1,000 yards in starlight. 

The World's Largest 
Stocking Distributor of 
Night Vision Devices 
for over 23 Years! 

The BEST Pocketscope. The 
American Eagle can be hand-held, 
head- or camera-mounted. The Model 

~High-Performing GEN II & 
GEN Ill Systems 

~Limited 2-Year Warranty on 
All Night Vision Systems! 

~Data Record Sheets Provided 
with ALL New Systems! 
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This full tang sword is equipped with a 17 Y." stainless steel, razor sharp blade. The 
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satile blade sheath. 
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Ninja Sword 
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GANGBANGERS 
Underslanding the Deadly Minds 

of America 's Street Gangs 
by Loren W. Christensen 

A veteran gang enlorcement otticer 
takes a close look at America's slreet 
gangs and is scared to death by what 
he finds. Street gangs are multiplying 
like crazy and completely out ol con· 
trol. Find out from gang members, 
ex-gangbangers and street cops why 
gangbangers are more widespread, 
better armed and deadlier than ever. 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 200 pp. 
#10011047 $25.00 

DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 

Recover Information 
from a Computer 

by Norbert Zaenglein 
Disk Detective is designed to bring 
the secrets of recovering data from a 
PC, floppy disk or backup device to 
the average person. It includes pre· 
cise instructions for recovering info 
from reformatted disks or overwritten 
files, retrieving deleted files, conduct· 
ing key word searches, locating e· 
mail messages and much more. 5 
1/2 x 81/2, softcover, 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 
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ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the 

Latest Computer Technology to 
Drop Out, Start Over, and Get 

On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old "dead· 
baby's birth-certificate" ruse to get 
new ID. Everyone's on to that trick. 
What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a 
home computer. And by lollowing 
the simple instructions in here, you 
can. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soflcover, pho· 
tos, illus. , 152 pp. 
#10006005 $20.00 

TACTICAL REALITY 
An Uncommon Look at Common-Sense Firearms Training and Tactics 
by Louis Awerbuck 
Louis Awerbuck is one of America's premier fi rearms tra iners and instructors. He firmly believes that training and tactics are the most crucial elements in 
determining how people respond in a real fight. This book brings together a decade of articles by Awerbuck in S. WA. T. and Soldier of Fortune magazines on 
subjects ranging from creative target systems to firearms marksmanship under stress to defensive survival of a deadly-force encounter. But above all the book 
is intended to promote thought on surviving a gunfight in an increasingly deteriorating society. Tactical Reality is not for the person who looks for trouble 
where he could have avoided it. It is not for the man who shuns cover and takes an unnecessary bullet. It is not for the squeamish or anyone who isn't pre
pared to fight to defend himself or his family. It is for everyone interested in finding out how to take a rea listic approach to training so that, if need be, he can 
turn the tactical odds in a gunfight in his favor. This book proves that you are what you practice. 8 1 /2 x 11, softcover, photos, 272 pp. #10011013 $30.00 

_ _u.s •. ARMY . 

U.S. ARMY 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

TARGET INTERDICTION COURSE 
Sniper Training and Employment 
This is the official manual used by 
the U.S. Army to train snipers in sup· 
port of Special Operations Forces 
(SOF) missions. It covers sniper 
team seleGtion, organization and 
employment; equipment require· 
ments; marksmanship training; field 
skills; terrain considerations; ammu· 
nition and more. 8 1 /2 x 11, soft· 
cover, illus. , 560 pp. 
#10010783 $50.00 

THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET OUTLAW 

How Surfers Steal Sex, 
Software, CDs, Games, and 

More Top-Secret Stuff on the 
Information Superhighway 

by Robert Merkle 
In this no-holds-barred handbook of 
cybercrime, the author of Ultimate 
Internet Terrorist, a regular on the 
Darkside ol the 'Net, opens the door 
to an electronic underworld brimming 
with hacks, cracks and forbidden 
files. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, soft cover, 96 pp. 
#10010502 $15.00 

RAGNAR'S GUIDE TO THE 
UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 

by Ragnar Benson 
How would you like to get an imme· 
diate 40· to 50-percent raise? You 
can ii you go underground and stop 
paying taxes. Ragnar shows you 
how others are cashing in on the 
underground economy. Find out 
from them how to pick the right 
kind ol work, get paid in cash, 
advertise your product or services 
and prepare a financial statement. 
For academic study only. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 160 pp. 
#10010262 $18.00 

IDENTITY, PRIVACY, AND 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
Big Brother vs. the 

New Resistance 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Identity control is a lonn ol tyranny, 
and the author of The Modem Iden
tity Changer has new tricks to help 
fight it. Learn U1e latesl on making 
slick IDs, obtaining ID documents 
under another name and using ID 
tricks to maximize privacy in your life, 
lrom your mail to your job. For aca· 
demic study only. 8 1/2 x 11, soft· 
cover, photos, 240 pp. 
#10010759 $40.00 

THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET TERRORIST 

How Hackers, Geeks, and 
Phreaks Can Ruin Your Trip on 
the Information Superhighway 
. . • and What You Can Do to 

Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkle 

This is an owner's manual to the 
Darkside of the Web. Read it and 
weep. Then do what it takes to save 
yourself from becoming roadkill on 
the Highway to Hell. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
sottcover, 152 pp. 
#10009231 $18.00 
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JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 

by Ed Carson 
Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing lor a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully lor eight years 
using the exact methods outlined in 
this book. Find out how to preserve 
your life-style and keep your job. 5 
1/2 x 81/2, soltcover, 48 pp. 
#10003754 $15.00 

REAL WORLD SELF-DEFENSE 
A Guide to Staying Alive in 

Dangerous Times 
by Jerry VanCook 

This entertaining book oilers savvy 
ad~ce for dealing with everything 
lrom a ~olent attack to U1e often iron· 
ic legal aftermath. VanCook, a former 
undercover cop, has experienced the 
realities ol street ~olence and lhe 
legal system. His simple approach to 
sell-defense slresses mind-set and 
covers armed and unarmed tactics 
and techniques. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soft
cover, photos, 224 pp. 
#10010809 $20.00 

WACO 
The Rules of Engagement 

This explosive documentary is the 
first complete picture ol the tragic 
raid, siege and assault on the 
Branch Davidian complex in Waco, 
Texas, in 1993. II shows how the 
FBI repeatedly lied to the American 
public in order to locus massive 
deadly lorce on the Branch 
Davidians. This shocking video will 
change lorever how the world per· 
ceives the events at Waco. Color, 
approx. 136 mins. , VHS lormat only. 
#10009322 $24.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in !lie field al 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip· 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite lighting lorce are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica· 
tions, diving, infillration and exfillra· 
lion, survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, 
sottcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 
#10001345 $24.95 

RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 
Volume 1, Revised Edition 

by Ragnar Benson 
Learn how to build weapons, trap 
anything that moves, drop oul of the 
rat race, protect your privacy, elude 
the bad guys, defend yourself, change 
identities, land a job and live well - as 
well as a little bit about everything 
else that might be important. 8 1/2 x 
11 , softcover, photos, illus., 344 pp. 
#10011096 $35.00 

ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 

and Thriving Forever 
by Kenn Abaygo 

In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive, 
you'll learn the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fugitives 
have used to get gone and stay 
gone lor long periods ol time -
perhaps forever - and you'll benefit 
from their experience and their 
mistakes. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 144 pp, 
#10008522 $17 .oo 
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BOB HAMMOND ~~ 

HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 

The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammond 

In this sequel to his best-selling 
book, Credit Secrets, Hammond 
describes the deceptive web spun 
by the powertul credit bureau syndi
cate. He tells how to get a copy of 
your credi t report, interpret it and 
then force t11e bureaus to wipe the 
slate clean. Gel back on solid finan· 
cial ground for good. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, 136 pp. 
#10001642 $17.00 
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Ragnar's 
Action 
Encyclopedia 

1111111 
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RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Volume 2, Revised Edition 
by Ragnar Benson 

This follow-up to the original Action 
Encyclopedia of Practical Know
ledge and Proven Techniques in· 
eludes 40 all -new chapters on 
choosing the right weapon, assemb· 
ling a sniper rifle, avoiding police 
entrapment, doing your own medi
cine ... and everything else Ragnar 
couldn't lit into volume one. 8 1/2 x 
11 , soltcover, photos, 248 pp. 
#10011104 $40.00 

THE INTERNATIONAL FUGITIVE 
Secrets of Clandestine 

Travel Overseas 
by Kenn Abaygo 

You can remain secure and anony
mous in your international journeys . 
Kenn Abaygo tells how to cross bar· 
ders overtly and covertly; leave the 
U.S. undetected; travel low-profile 
in Europe, Asia, Alrica and the 
islands; live and work overseas; 
secure foreign citizenship; and go 
deep underground. For academic 
study only. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, 
photos, 152 pp. 
#10010643 $17 .00 

WAITED 
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY 
SCIENCE, SELF-DEFENSE, 
PERSONAL FREEDOM AND 

REtATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A CDPX OF.THE 

MANUSCRIPT TO: 

PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307 

BOULDER, CG 80306 

OR E-MAIL US AT 
editorial@paladin-press.com 
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GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and ene
mies. These dirty tricks range from 
the simple to the elaborate, includ· 
ing more sophisticated schemes 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. For 
entertainment purposes only. 5 1 /2 
x 8 1/2. hardcover, 208 pp. 
#10002400 $19.95 

KNIGHTS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World 's 

Deadliest Night Fighter.; 
by Dr. Haha Lung 

This shocking manual reveals fasci
nating secrets about the stealth and 
cunning techniques ol the moshuh 
nanren, wolfshirts, ninjas, hwarang, 
Spetsnaz, Vielcoog, Navy SEAL.s and 
other night fighters. It includes peri· 
meter penetration, weapons conceal
menl and usage, slalking, sentry 
removal. security systems and much 
more. For academic study only. 5 1/2 
x 81/2, soltcover, illus., 160 pp. 
#10009561 $16.00 

EXTREME CLOSE-QUARTERS SHOOTING 
A Critical Analysis of Contact-Distance Shooting Tactics 
with Ralph Mroz 
Statistics consistently show that most gunfights occur at ranges of 7 yards or less. Even more disturbing, however, is the fact that most gunfight deaths are the result 
of shots fired at distances of 0-5 feet. If you want to survive in this up-close and impersonal world, you need to learn the techniques of extreme close-quarter shoot
ing. In this groundbreaking video, noted author, martial artist, and firearms trainer Ralph Mroz takes a critical look at the most commonly taught contact-distance 
shooting techniques. Mroz not only teaches you the proper methods of pertorming the Speed Rock, the Shove and Shoot, the Drive Forward and numerous other 
techniques, he clearly identifies the life-saving advantages and potentially deadly disadvantages of each. All techniques are shown with both live-fire demonstrations 
on three-dimensional range targets and through full-power, full-speed, force-on-force scenarios. This is one of the most eye-opening combat shooting videos ever 
produced and should be required viewing for every armed professional. For information purposes only Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. #10011070 $39.95 

CREDIT 
SECRETS ... 
Howro ErSse 
Bad C redit 

Bob H a mmon d 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will 
save you thousands of dollars in 
fees, finance charges and interest 
payments as you learn the very lat
est techniques to get rid of deb! 
once and for all and establish good 
credil. Discover proven tricks used 
by lawyers, credit counselors and 
other pros who charge handsomely 
for their services. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, 136 pp. 
#1 OOOB878 $18.00 

GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 

by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Learn every facet of the grim, violent 
world of guerrilla wartare: basic 
fieldcraft; mines and booby traps; 
tunnel conslruction and strategy; 
ambushes; urban and nocturnal tac
tics; interrogation, indoctrination 
and exploitation; psyops; and more. 
For academic study only. 5 1 /2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 232 pp. 
#10008720 $22.00 

THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows 
you exaclly how to hire an ex-KGB 
agent. order a photo of anyplace on 
earth anytime during the last 20 
years, get an instant background 
check on anyone, open a doer from 
100 feel away, subscribe to an in
house FBI newsletter, order and 
install the !ates! electronic surveil
lance gear and many more tricks to 
trace, track, surveil and investigate 
anyone or anything. 8 1/2 x 11 . 
softcover, photos. illus .. 448 pp. 
#10005536 $44.95 

OEAO ON 
The Long-Range Marksman's 

Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Noblitt and 

Warren Gabri/ska 
Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis
tances will find this bock ind~pensi
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage. wind values, actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included 
in this practical manual. 5 112 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#10010106 $22.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Gel the goods on olhers with this 
encyclopedia of advanced inves
ligative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secrelly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick lech
nology, how polygraphs and voice lie 
delectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more lhan 100 
sources for spy equipmenl. 8 1 /2 x 
11 , softccver. illus., 272 pp. 
#10007680 $40.00 

THE HOME WORKSHOP 
.50-CALIBER SNIPER RIFLE 

with Bill Holmes 
Bill Holmes, the undisputed master 
of home-built firearms, leads you 
slep by step through the process of 
constructing the ultimate do-it-your
self project: a home workshop .50· 
caliber sniper rifle. This unique video 
covers every aspecl of lhe ccnstruc
tion process in meticulous delail and 
includes dramatic foclage of the 
lesHiring of !he finished procuct. 
For information purposes only. 
Color, approx. 60 minules, VHS only. 
#10010254 $34.95 

PVC PROJECTS FOR 
THE OUTDOORSMAN 

Building Shelters, Camping 
Gear, Weapons. and More 

Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

The craftsman behind the 
ghillie suit video The Invisible 
Advantage otters more than 30 
projects for outdoors gear and 
weapons made from inexpensive 
PVC pipe, from teepees and snow
shoes to pugil sticks and blow
guns. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 96 pp. 
#10010411 $14.00 

THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual 
for Military and Police Snipers 
by Maj. John L. Plaster, USAR 

(Ret.) 
This highly readable and extremely 
valuable training book covers the 
practical, field-tested details of snip
ing's three great skill areas - marks· 
manship, fieldcraft and tactics. Rifles, 
scopes, ballistics, target detection, 
stalking, hides, cammo, ccuntersnip· 
ing, special ops, police vs. military 
and much more. 8 1 /2 x 11 , softcov
er, photos, illus. 464 pp. 
#10000248 $42.95 

THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 

Ghillie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories 

with Tom Forbes 
For professionals who need the ulti· 
mate in camouflage, there is only 
one choice: the ghillie suil. In this 
unique video, ghillie suit craftsman 
Tom Forbes teaches you how to 
make four ditterent !ypes of ghillie 
suit and a variety of camouflage 
accessories for a fraction of lhe cost 
of expensive commercial versions. 
Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. 
#10009959 $29.95 

WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS 
PRACTICED BY THE WORLD'S 

RICHEST PEOPLE 
What the Kuwaitis Can Teach 
You about Getting Rich-and 

Staying Rich 
by William Beaver 

Do the Kuwaitis have a magic formu
la for getting rich - besides striking 
oil? No, but they do have four easy
to-follow secrets !ha! have helped 
them amass fortunes for centuries -
long before oil was discovered. And 
their secrets will work for you. 5 1/2 
x 8 1/2, softccver, phctos, 128 pp. 
#10009595 $18.00 
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First Strike: Mastering the Preemptive 
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Extermination in the Real World 
of Intelligence Gathering .. . . . #100103B7 . .... $18.00 

Secrets of Lock Picking ........ #10004331 ..... $18.00 
Silencer History and Performance, 

Vol. 1: Sporting and 
Tactical Silencers ........ . .. #10004091 ..... $50.00 
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The Mysterious 

J
ust when you think 
you know everything 
there is to know about a 

particular subject, some new 
information surfaces to demon
strate that the word "definitive" . 
is absurd when applied to topics 
such as historical military small 
arms research. The Czech 
ZBvz26 and ZBvz30 (ZB for Zbrojovka 

ZBvz39 LMG 
parts kit installed on Mkl 
Bren receiver. This conver
sion should be approached 
with caution. 8x56Rmm 
Hungarian Mannlicher's 
rimmed, bottlenecked 
case (inset) has a 
distinctive long, 
sloping shoulder. 

Brno - Brno Arsenal - and vz for vz01; or model) Light 
Machine Guns (LMGs) are well-known to almost all stu
dents of military small arms. 

Through a long process of evolution these machine 
guns eventually led to the spectacular Briti sh Bren LMG. 
The sometimes painful evolution to the Bren 's final form 
continued from the ZBvz30 through three models of the 
so-called ZGBvz33 and two models of the ZGBvz34 (the 
"GB" stands for Great Britain), the latter of which was 
virtually a pre-production Bren. It was at this stage that 
the acronym "Bren" was created from the letters "Br" for 
Brno and "en" from Enfield Lock, where the Bren LMG 
was produced. 

To most of us, it was at that stage of development that 
the ZB LMG series ended. Apparently this was not so. 
Allegheny Arsenal (Dept. SOF, Box 161-K, Custer City, 
PA 16725; phone: 814-362-2642; fax: 814-362-7356; 
web si te: AlleghenyArsenal@compuserve.com) has just 
imported a number of parts kits from the previously unknown 
ZBvz39, a Bulgarian contract LMG chambered for the 8x56Rmm 
Hungarian Mannlicher cartridge, and production of which num
bered only in the hundreds. 

The 8x56Rmm Hungarian Mannlicher's rimmed, bottlenecked 
case has a distinctive long, sloping shoulder. The round was designed 
in 1930 in Austria for the Solothurn S-2-200 (Austria's Model 30 and 
known as the Model 31 in Hungary) LMG. The case is either brass, 
lacquered or copper-washed steel and Berdan primed. The bullet is 
streamlined, with a lead core covered by ei ther a copper-washed or 
cupro-nickel-washed steel jacket. Nominal projectile weight of the 
spitzer bullet is about 208 grains. The muzzle velocity is approxi
mately 2,400 fps. It was subsequently adopted by Hungary and 
Bulgaria in 1931 as a replacement for the World War I 8x50Rmm 
cartridge. It was produced as ball, armor-piercing, armor-piercing
tracer, spotter, short-range and blank-types. It was used for both 
machine guns and the re-chambered Steyr-Mannlicher straight-pull 
Model 1895 rifle and Model 1890 carbine. In rifles, especially the 
short carbine, it kicks like hell. Most of the ammunition in this coun-

ZBvz39 

try was made in the late 1930s by Hungary or 
during World War II for the Germans. Navy 

Arms Company (689 Bergen Boulevard, Ridgefield, NJ 07657; 
phone: 201-945-2500; fax: 201-945-6859; web site: www.navyarms. 
com) has substantial quantities available. 

The ZBvz39 looks very much like the Mkl Bren LMG, with a 
few minor changes, in addition to the difference in calibers. It was 
obviously derived from the ZGBvz33 and 34 series. The ZBvz39 's 
stainless steel gas block and barrel sleeve does not include an inte
gral flashider. Instead, the blued flashider, a separate component, is 
threaded to the muzzle end of the barrel and held in place by a wash-

er indexed to a notch in the barrel sleeve by means of a 
90-degree projection (broken off on our specimen) . The 
drum-type rear sight, offset to the left, carries its U
notched sight arm forward, instead of aft as found on the 
Bren. The buttstock, very close to that of the Mkl Bren 
and with a folding shoulder strap, has a tubular steel open
ing in its underside that appears to have been designed to 
accept a rear monopod and a conventional sling swivel on 
the right side that pivots 360 degrees. 

When sent to us, it was postulated by some that the 
ZBvz39 parts kit could be placed on a Bren receiver thus 
providing a successfu l conversion to 8x56Rmm Hungar
ian Mannlicher. Further, it was stated that employing a 
.303 British barrel rechambered by means of a 7.62x54R 
chambering reamer would permit firing this conversion 
kit in the readily available Russian round . 

I have serious reservations about all of this. The draw
ings for the final version of the ZGBvz34 used metric mea
surements. These were converted to inches by January 

1935. With this type of conversion, to permit engineer.s to work with 
more manageable figures, numbers will invariably be rounded off 
resulting in subtle dimensional changes. Thus, there is no guarantee 
that you can take metric components and successfully, or safely, install 
them on an inch-equivalent receiver. 

We were able to install the following ZBvz39 components on our 
Mkl Bren receiver: the barrel assembly complete with its four-posi
tion gas regulator, the entire buttstock and trigger group, the 
piston/slide and bolt, magazine dust cover, spring-loaded magazine 
catch/release, ejector, the retracting handle assembly and the curved 
25-round, staggered-column, detachable, box-type magazines. All of 
the reciprocating components move freely without binding and the 
bolt appears to lock in battery. Breech-locking in these guns is accom
plished by a tilting block system in which the rear end of the bolt body 
is lifted by a post on the bolt carrier (or slide) into a locking recess in 
the top of the receiver. A locking shoulder in the recess, against which 
the bolt abuts, was available in several sizes. Held in place by a screw 
and then staked, I do not know if the locking shoulder in my (or your) 
Mkl Bren receiver interfaces properly with the ZBvz39 8x56Rmm 
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bolt. I was not so bold as to test this with live 
firing . I cannot recommend anyone else does 
either, unless the battery lock-up is measured 
with the proper gages. This conversion may 
very well be possible, but approach such a 
project with great discretion. 

The ZB vz39 barrel locking nut was 
installed only with difficulty and the use of 
a dead-fall hammer. We could not install 
either the bipod or the rear sight. The latter 
component does not mate with the rear most 
dovetail on the MkI Bren receiver. 

The complete ZBvz39 parts kit, complete 
with one magazine, costs $495. A dummy 
gun made using one of the parts ki ts sells for 
$595. Other available accessories include: 
the transit chest ($90); spare barrel ($ 125); 
25-round magazine ($20); gunner's ki t (par
tially complete, $175; 95% complete $475); 
anti-aircraft sight of the ZBvz26 type which, 
however, is attached by means of wrist-type 
mount onto a fixed locator boss at the very 
rear of the receiver ($495); canvas cover 
($50); sling ($25); small magazine pouch 
($10) and large magazine pouch ($25). The 
magazines, which accept 7 .62x54R car
tridges, may be adaptable to the Dragunov 
and Tokarev rifles. All of the parts are in 
excellent condition. Allegheny Arsenal also 
has imported German MG34 pa.its kits and 
accessories in really fine condition. 

The ZBvz39 is a fascinating and previ
ously unknown aspect of the ZB/Bren LMG 
story. But, please don ' t just slap the parts kit 
on a Bren receiver and sta1t blazing away. 
Anyone who does so is a dummy, and I will 
not respond to phone calls or mail fro m hys
terical dummies in high whine. 

More or less in this same area of histori
cal interest, Peter Laidler (2 Anson Close, 
MARCHAM, ABINGDON, Oxfordshire, 
OXl 3 6QF, England) is in the throes of writ
ing a complete history of the Brea Gun and is 
requesting info rmation from SOF readers 
who own Bren Guns, especially those cham
bered for the .303 British round. He needs to 
know the serial number (complete with letter 
prefix), the mru·k of the gun, the manufac ture 
code and the year of manufacture. In addi
tion, those who own Brens in the extremely 
rare transitional period between the Mkl and 
MkIM, which is the serial number range 
from C5000 to E9999, should hopefully be 
able to provide more specialized information 
about their specimen. While Laidler has 
thousands of L4 series 7.62x5l mm NATO 
Bren Guns he can examine, no more than a 
few hundred original .303 Brens still exist in 
jolly old, completely anti-gun, England. 

Laidler is the author of The Guns f rom 
Dagenham, whi ch is the story of the 
Sterling submachine gun and the soon to be 
published The Sten Machine Carbine. All of 
these important volumes are, or will soon 
be, available fro m Collector Grade Publi
cations (P.O. Box 1046, Cobourg, Ont K9A 
4W5, Canada; phone: 905-342-3434; fax: 
905-342-3688 ; e-mail : info @collector
grade.com). Look also for a revised and 
enl arged edition of Thomas B. Dugelby's 
highly regarded The Bren Gun Saga, from 
Collector Grade Publications. Y( 
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OUR SCOPES NOT ONLY GO THE DISTANCE ... 
THEY TELL YOU HOW FAR. 

Hands Free Simplicity 
Springfield's proprietary rangefinding 
system allows a shooter to easily and 
accurately determine the unknown 
distance of a target at any magnification 
without removing his eyes from the 
target or his hands from the rifle, 
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Dependable Accuracy 
Springfield Professional Optics" 
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UNITED STATES 
Drug war: The war on drugs has boosted the number of U.S. women in state pris
ons for drug crimes to 23,700 in 1996, says new study by the Sentencing Project. 
That's nearly 10 times the total of all men and women incarcerated for such offens
es 10 years earlier. Prison industry: New categories of crime and intensified enforce
ment of existing statues has resulted in an increase in non-drug incarceration from 
17,200 in 1986, to 39,000 in 1996, the latest year reliable data was available for the fll•~!ll,1~ 
study. Clinton 's soldiers pay: Army demotes highly decorated general to colonel 
after hearing found that he had affairs with subordinates' wives. Major General John ,,.._,,.........,. 
J. Maher, Ill also will retire from a 29-year career at a reduced pension. 

Aceh independence: An Aceh independence 
vote may be held soon, President Wahid says. 
Media report that many non-Acehnese are mak- ,,,;;. 
ing preparations to flee the restive province in \~"r 
north Sumatra. Jakarta inquiry found troops niar•~-------'\._ 
ki lled 54 civi lians, not rebels, in July 1999 inci
dent in Aceh . East Timar retreat: Last of 
Indonesian troops leave East Timar, endi ng a 24-
year occupation of the Portuguese ex-colony. 

Mass arrests: Government arrested hundreds of politi
cians and industrialists accused of graft. Arrests began 
hours after a deadline expired for debtors to repay their 
loans. They also followed enactment of an anti-corrup
tion law that provides for prison terms of up to 14 years 
and bars politicians found guilty of graft or of defaulting 
on loans from holding offices for 21 years. It fu lfil ls a 
vow made by Gen. Masharraf, the military leader, when 
he threw out the elected government on 12 Oct. 
Execution looming? Ousted Premier Sharif charged with 
crimes that could lead to his execution. 

• 

Western fish invasion: Western culture in Japan is ·~ ·-·--.w ._ .... ,_._, 

beginning to smell. Among the biggest threats today 
for the Imperial Palace are fish, both dead and ali ve. 
It seems North American bluegill and largemouth 
bass have invaded eight of the royal castle's 13 
moats, threatening to ki ll off all native Japanese 
species of fish in the water. Japanese officials take the 
problem serious, saying it symbolizes too much 
Western influence in Japan. 

-~ 

Missile tests: Before leaving for a 54-nation security 
conference in Turkey, Russian Prime Minister Boris 
Yeltsin signed a draft law approving a global nuclear 
test-ban treaty. As he was signing the draft, his Navy 
was busi ly conducting tests of submarine-launched 
missiles. Chechnya: Clinton confronts Yeltsin about 
U.S. objections to war in Chechnya, despite warnings 
to Clinton from Moscow. • Russian airstri kes in 
Chechnya kill at least 25, incl uding two Red Cross 
workers, in a clearly marked refugee convoy west of 
Grozny. Moscow ca lled refugee convoy a "rebel con
voy." • Escape routes south of capital remain under 
fire. Shelling of towns near Grozny inc rease possible 
preparation for assau lt on the Chechen capital. 

VENEZUElA 

U.S. taxes: The U.S. and Mexico 
reached an interim agreement on the 
taxation of U.S.-owned assembly 
plants, or maqui/adoras, operating in 
Mexico. The pact eliminates potential 
double taxation because of Mexico's 
willingness to abandon efforts to calu
late taxable income from the earnings of 
maquiladora establishments. 



CHINA 
Tiananmen Square: Police arrest 20 Falun Data members who unfurled a banner on 
Tiananmen Square during a visit by the U.N. Secratery-general. Beijing officials 
explained their crackdown on the banned spiritual sect to Annan, who said he now has 
a better understanding of issues involved. U.S./China: Top U.S. Pentagon official visits 
Beijing to discuss resumption of U.S.-China military ties. Ties were severed after U.S. 
planes bombed China's Serbia embassy 7 May, during the Kosovo air war. Super-pow
ered economy? Supreme leader Jiang Zemin's son, Jiang Miianheng, is quitely build
ing grand telecommunications system experts say may turn China into the most inter
connected economy on earth. Extended phone calls to New York, under proposed sys
tem, would cost the equivalent of pocket change in U.S. currency. 

TURKEY 
Bypassing bullies: Heads of three governments in 
the Caspian Sea region - Azerbaijan, Georgia and 
Turkey - signed pact to bui ld Caspian oil pipeline. 
Little oil has been found to substantiate viability of 
the $4-billion project. Pipeline is said to have sub
stantial geopolitical ramifications, if it works, t:.:"tc'l!t'.l.'li!' 
because it would provide an outlet of oil from 
Azerbaijan, through Georgia and Turkey, while avoid
ing Russia and Iran. The United States has lobbied ,,,.,., ...... lft3 

hard for the pipeline, as a way to reduce the depen- 1~.w;;,1.~~u 

dence of Caspian states on Russia and Iran. Viewing llA'l~l.!it 
the carnage: Clinton visits tent camp for survivors of 1-.ecw1•c:.lJ • 

earthquakes that ki lled more than 17,000. 

IRElAND 
Catholics & Prots: The IRA agreed to name a represen
tative to a disarmament commission after a new power
sharing government for Northern Ireland is set up. The 
statement is the last part of an emerging deal to salvage 
the Good Friday peace accord. It drew a cautious wel- 11.,..~1 .. ,,", 

come from the biggest Protestant party. 

ARMENIA 

GERMANY 
Slave compensation: Negotiators say agreement 
closer than ever for Nazi-era forced laborers 
compensation fund. Faced with potential class
action suits, Germany's biggest companies are 
trying to set up a fund for slave laborers and 
other victims never included in previous German 
restitution programs. In return, industry repre
sentatives want lasting protection from U.S. law
suits and regulatory sanctions. 

Parliament seizure: Armenian Unrest continues: Kosovo Albanians 
Parliament seized by gunmen who llll'liMl'.~lf/,"'" attacked a NATO-escorted convoy of Serbs 
killed Prime Minister Sarkisian and at trying to leave the province, setting sever-
least six others, took hostages and al vehicles ablaze and dragging people off 
demanded to meet with President trucks. Several Serbs were missing after 
Kocharian. Gunmen, one of whom was the incident in Pee. 
said to be extreme nationalist, said "'""'__.""'"'"f.>I.,.._ ____________ ~! 

they were staging a coup. 

COLOMBIA 
Serial killer: About 140 Colombian children were killed 
over five years by a drifter who confessed last week to 
using disguises and fits to gain trust. The suspect, Luis 
Alfredo Garavito, would become the worst serial killer 
in history if convicted. 
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Race With The Devil 
When Bob Brown goes off on one of his esoteric and arcane 

adventures, he rarely goes alone. He almost always gets some other 
poor soul involved in whatever madness he's hatched this time. 

Brown's trip to St. Petersburg, Fla., in September, to race with 
Southern Thunder was no exception. The hapless recruit was Tim 
AbeU, erstwhile star of the Soldier Of Fortune TV show. "When 
Bob first called me, at first I wasn 't sure what it was," he says. "He 
said, 'How would you like to go to driv ing school with me? It's a 
race car kind of thing.' " 

Then a staff member from the Soldier Of Fortune office called 
him and told him the entire story. He and Brown were going to 
Florida to race Southern Thunder race trucks at Sunshine Speedway, 
in St. Petersburg, in advance of an SOF competitive race in 
February 2000. Abell says the experience was a lot more than he 
anticipated: "I expected to be driving some kind of a cheap car that 
would go about 50 miles an hour, or some kind of training vehicle," 
he says. "I was really blown away that we got to drive the real race 
trucks. When I stepped on the gas, wow!" 

No one rode with either Brown or Abell. The pit crew talked to 
them on helmet-mounted radios, but when they got into trouble -
and both of them did - they had to straighten things out on their 
own. Coming out of a tum, Abell spun out and wound up looking 
back the way he had come: "When I spun out and almost hit the 
wall , I was amazed that they weren't concerned about it. I thought 
the guys would come on the radio and bust my balls about it. 
Instead, the guy was laughing and saying, 'Hey, good move! Now 
slow it down a little bit in the corner and try it again.' " 

This September race between Brown and Abell was the pre limi
nary event to a fuU SOF race in February. Readers are invited to 
come to St. Petersburg and try their skill at dancing with Southern 
Thunder against the two of them. You ' Ll be driving the fu ll Monty: 
real race trucks on a real race track, no ride-alongs - but genuine 
seat time. Whether you stay on the track and make it through the 
course, or spin out and pile up on the wall , is up to you. 

Would Abell do it again? 
"Oh, hell yes!" he says. "I' ll be back for the race in February if 

I possibly can. I wouldn ' t miss it for the world." 
For more information about the SOFI Southern Thunder race on 

28 February 2000, call Phalanx Outdoor Adventures at 813-831-1944 
or 800-329-2254; or contact them at phalanxoutdoors@prodigy.net . 

- Carolee Boyles 

19 Delta ... A Tunkless Job? 
In the current world scenario where U.S. forces can get a 9 1 l caLl 

for rapid deployment to virtually any theater, speed counts heavi ly 
- and weight does not often equate to speed. Thus the Anny's new 
Chief of Staff, General Eric Shinseki, has unvei led his vision of a 
rapidly deployable "medium weight" army without tanks as we 
know them: Shinseki proposes to replace the 70-ton M l -series 
Abrams with lighter, all-wheeled vehicles. 

If implemented, this could be a watershed decision, especially in 
light of former-Soviet countries' fielding of advanced TSO an T90 
tanks, and Russian development of the Black Eagle, a seriously 
armored tank that wi ll mount a I 38mm main gun. Plans call for the 
concept to be ini tiated th is fi scal year by converting selected heavy 
brigades from Ft. Lewis to the medium-weight configuration. With 
no further TO&E, heavier tracked vehicles could be phased out of 
service during the next 10-20 years. It is not known what would be 
the fate of current developmental programs for new tanks and self
prope l!ed guns. 

Shinseki is counting on technology to come to the fore to vali
date this vision. He told the annual meeting of the Association of the 
U.S. Army that, "We will seek technological solutions ... We want 
the best technologies that wi ll provide survivabil ity through low
observabili ty, ballistic protection, long-range acquisition, deep tar
geting, early attack, and first-round kill at smaller-caliber solu
tions." The goal is to be able to deploy a combat-ready brigade any
where in the world in 96 hours, with the rest of its division on site 
within another 24 hours, and five divisions within 30 days. Since its 
announcement, Shinseki 's concept has met with mixed reviews 
from armored troops. Although intrigued with the abi lity to deploy 
rapidly, many reservations have been expressed about the ability of 
such a "medium" unit to duke it out with the enemy once swiftly 
deployed in wheeled vehicles. In an inte rview with Army Times, 
Major Eric Schwartz, XO of lst Bn, 68th Armor Regiment, from Ft. 
Carson, Colo., noted "I just hope we are not giving up lethality for 
speed. Eventually you have to close with and kill the enemy. I see 
no better weapons platform than the Ml to do that." 

PLA Officials Urge "Dirty War" Against U.S. 
A series of books recently published in China advocate the use 

of terrorism, germ and chemical warfare, environmental attacks and 
computer viruses against Western public infrastructure and financial 
institutions as a means of winning a future war against the West. 
Senior PLA offic ials are openly urging Beijing to abandon conven
tional strategies and prepare for a "dirty war" because China cannot 
match the technological might of the West. One such book written 
by two PLA Air Force colonels lists 24 types of dirty war that could 
be used to bring America and her Western Allies down. 

Author of another book, Col. Qiao Liang, justified such dirty 
strategies in a Full-page newspaper article, saying that "All strong 
countries make rules, while a ll rising ones break them and exploit 
loopholes. Barbarians always rise by breaking the ru les of c ivi lized 
and developed countries, which is what human history is all about." 

These various blueprints for dirty war urge the infiltration of 
Chinese Army personnel into Western banks and the public sector, 
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where they would be in a pos1t1on to bring down the pillars of 
Western society - pinpointing the global economy as the weak 
point for attack. A recent article proposed China dedicate $100 bil
lion as a weapon to disrupt the West's economic system. Authors of 
a book Unrestricted War note that such a no-holds-barred war "sur
passes all boundaries and restrictions. It takes nonmilitary fo rms and 
military forms and creates a war on many fronts. It is the war of the 
future." One passage of this book criticizes Saddam Hussein and 
Slobodan Milosevic for not exploiting fully the use of hostages as 
human shields to inhibit missile attacks by the United States. 

Such books and periodical articles have been widely disseminat
ed. The China Youth Daily said, "Westerners enjoy a high level of 
civilization and wi ll think the measures indecent, however, no one 
will be merciful when war breaks out. A poor country wi ll ri sk a 
great deal when fighting against a strong country face-to- face, so the 
strategy of ' unrestricted war' is relatively humanitari an." 

Navy Promotes Lt. Daly 
A Navy special selection board has promoted Lt. Jack Daly to 

Lieutenant Commander, reversing an earlier decision and finding 
that Daly was a victim of "reprisal" (see "In The Blink of An Eye," 
Dec. '99). Daly and a Canadian counterpart suffered serious eye 
damage from a Russian laser aboard the spy ship Kapitan Man in 
Puget Sound, and Daly had charged the U.S. ignored the situation 
because no one wanted to upset diplomatic re lations with Russia. 

"The laser threat to our air crews remains and hasn't gone away," 
Daly said, "and the issue of the Russians conducting espionage activi
ties in the Pacific Northwest and elsewhere continues with impuni ty." 

Help the Persecuted 
Paul Behrends is a friend of SOF, involved indirectly in several 

This is one 
Polymer gun you can 

get a grip on! 
"It fits my hand!" are usually a shooter's 
fi rst words the first time he/she picks up 
a CZ 100. "I want one" are usually the 

next. Get your hands on a CZ 100. 

Contact CZ-USA or your local CZ dealer for free literature. 
Ph: 9 l3-32 l- l81 l Fax: 913-321 -2251 email: czusa@gvi.ner 

P.O. Box 171 073, Kansas C ity. Kansas 66 11 7-0073 

overseas proj ects. A Marine reserve officer, he was on active duty 
as deputy operations officer of JTF Provide Promise, which ran a 
Balkan hospital "fo r the UN guys who stepped on mines ." 
Spending seven years as foreig n policy advi ser to Congressman 
Rohrabacher (R.-CA), he is now chairman of Christian Freedom 
International (CFI) , a non-profit bringing relief to interdenomina
tional Christians and others suffering persecution: medical and 
other practica l help, and advocacy via documenting atrocities and 
informing Congress and the med ia. CFI is supporting jungle hospi
tals and backpack medics for Karens inside Burma, and supporting 
practical training and other hel p to embattled Ch1istians and ani
mi st freedom fi ghters in Sudan . CFI' s Frontline mission is worthy 
of your support. All contributi ons are tax-deductible. Make checks 
to: Christian Freedom International, Box 16387 , Washington, D.C. 
20041-6367. CFI's in formation hotline is 800-323-2273; detailed 
information on the web at: www.christianfreedom.org . ~ 



~ Military & Technical 
· Manuals On CD ROM 

These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be mn directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

Marines! $19.95 * e 
This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, Engineer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolli ng, Raid Ops, Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 
Drill & Ceremonies, and more. . ~ 

Ranger Training $19.95 * (Manuals & Movie!) ~ 
All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, First Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on your computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
all of the different phases of Ranger School. 

FM-200 $19.95 * 
A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation , Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 

Spec Ops $19.95* 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the Ranger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. 

FM-50G $19.95 ,,, 
This CD includes manuals for the SKS, Ml Garand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, Lee Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, Ml911Al Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

E.O.D. $19.95 * 
This CD contains the Improvised Munitions Handbook, TM31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient;Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps and others. , , 

Medics $19.95 * / -l 

Includes FMS-230 Medical Specialist, FMS-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, The Special 
Forces Medical Handbook and more. " 

Skills $19.95 * 
A collection of skill training manuals as only the Armed Forces can do it. It includes manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilation, Concrete, Sewage, Masonry, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others. These are HOW~O manuals, with lots of diagrams and step-by-step insti;uctions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a wall, pour a foundation, add a room, design and build a complete structure. It's all here. 

Jeeps! $19.95 * / 
A collection of TMs for the WillysMB, M38, M38A, Ml 70, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 

I , 

3/4 Ton Vehicles $19.95 * ' 
A collection oftTMs for M37, M43, M20'1, M42. Includes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 
Also parts listing, tools and more. 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-321-2974 
You may also order by mail: 

Military Media 
PMB 321 

7454 Lancaster Pike 
Hockessin, DE 19707 

.00 shippi~ and nandling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome. 
@militawrmedi .. , a:colll Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321-297 4 Fax: 1-610-268-0466 -- ~"" 



Olympic Arms 

.300 Winchester Magnum 
O

lympic Arms (Dept. SOF, 624 Old Pacific Highway, 
Olymp ia, WA 98513; phone: 360-923-4303) donated to 
the Navajo Police, one of their fine lightweight tactical 
rifles chambered for the .300 Winchester Magnum car
tridge. The .300 Win Mag has long been considered a 

fi ne long-range, bench-rest cartridge and the Army and Navy both 
have sniper rifles chambered in that cali ber. Nearly all special oper
ations units are investing in new .300 Magnums. Unfortunately, this 
fine cartridge has been passed over by most law enforcement agen
cies at the same time is has been put into wider military use. The pri-

mary difficulty cited is over penetration in most law 
enforcement scenarios, which are short range. 

The recoil of the· .300 Win Mag also requires 
more marksmanship training to achieve preci
sion proficiency than does the .308 
Winchester. 

But the Navajo reservation is mostly 
wide-open, long-range country. That is the 
kind of terrain where the .300 Win Mag is at 
its very best. You can see almost forever in 
the San Juan basin country. But remembering 
Murphy, if you can see your adversary he can 
certainly see you. The Navajo Police tactical 

teams are often called upon to search among 
the sagebrush of the high desert or the boulders 

and crevasses of the red rock canyons. Trying to provide sniper 
cover for that kind of operation requires a fl at trajectory and good 
te1minal ba!Jistics out to distances that could be as far as 600 to 800 
yards. The heavier and faster .300 Win Mag bullet wi ll handle that 
kind of situation quite adequately out to 1,000 yards and will be 
more stable in all conditions. 

Five days into a manhunt, cop kiUer Robert Mason fortified him
self behind a hastily built defensive berm that had clear firing lanes 
in several directions as well as the ability to see for a considerable 
di stance. When a San Juan County Utah Deputy appeared on a bluff 
about 300 yards distant and 50 feet above Mason's position, the 
fugit ive shot him twice. Resting a scoped FN FAL on the berm 

FEBRUARY 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 35 



Mason put one Winchester 150-grain .308 Fail Safe in the deputy's 
shoulder and another in the back when he turned to run for his patrol 
unit. Fortunately, the Fail Safe failed to expand at that distance. 

After the shooting the FBI sent an agent around to local firearms 
instructors asking if they knew who had taught Mason precision 
shooting. But it really wasn't shooting anymore precise than what 
your average military recruit learns in basic training or what your 
average deer hunter ought to be capable of before getting a hunting 
license. If Mason had been a better precision shooter, the deputy 
would likely have gotten himself counterpunched. 

Had Mason decided to make a fight of it instead of committing 
suicide it would have become necessary to engage him from a dis
tance beyond the easy reach of the FN FAL. A ,300 Win Mag tacti
cal rifle like Olympic Arms model with the Burris Signature 4-16X 
Mildot scope would have allowed police marksmen to more safely 
deal with the problem. 

There is a number of bolt-action receivers available on the mar
ket that do not require extensive machining to produce benchrest 
accuracy. One of those actions is the L691 Sako, which is what 
Olympic Arms used to build the Navajo Police precision tactical 
rifle. According to Olympic, very little has to be done to true up the 
Sako receiver: They are precise in almost all areas as they come 
from the factory. Olympic Arms gunsmith Steve Houserman said 
they always face off the receiver as a matter of course, lap the bolt 
lugs and check all other surfaces, but the Sakos require little else. 

The Sako receiver was mated with an Olympic Arms #2 contour 

.Burris 
• 
1 

S
oldier Of Fortune magazine and the Burris Co. (Dept. SOF, 
331 East 8th St., Greeley, CO 80631; phone: 970-356-l 670) 
provided the Navajo Police with 4- l 6X Signature Series 
scope which Olympic Arms mounted on a .300 Win Mag tac
tical rifle. 

The scope features a 44mm objective, which is good for light man
agement but not a pain to mount like a 50mm. The high mounts 
required by 50mm objectives makes a proper cheek weld difficult and 
forces a shooter to hold their head higher than what 
comes natural in a tactical situation. 
Those are the reasons the Marines 
did not choose a 50mm objective 
when they were designing the 
requirements for sniper scopes. 

Another innovative light man-
agement feature of the higher powered Burris Signature Series 
scopes, is an adjustable aperture that aJlows you to control how 
much light is entering the scope. When the sun is bright enough to 
cause glare you simply close the aperture. At dawn and dusk you 
open it up for maximum brightness and contrast. 

Since Burris was late to enter the tacticaJ rifle market with a suit
able scope, that company 's fine instruments are not yet widely used 
in law enforcement applications. That will probably change and 
more Burris scopes are mounted on law enforcement weapons. No 
one uses better lenses than Burris and the internal component parts 
of their scopes are over engineered specifically to hold zero no mat
ter what. Not only does Burris build heavy-duty scopes with great 

fluted stainless barrel. Olympic makes their own barrels using 416 
stainless blanks which they broach cut. The barrel used on the 
Navajo Police .300 Win Mag has four-groove rifling with a one tum 
in 10-inches twist. Olympic also makes their own chambering ream
ers and they cut minimum tolerances, SAAMI spec, match cham
bers using a 2-degree lead-in for the throating. That twist and lead
in provide wide latitude in bullet choice. 

The barreled action was set into an H&S Precision aluminum bed
ding block stock. The bedding block was skim bedded from the rear 
tang to about an inch up the barrel. The rest of the barrel was free 
floated and the Sako trigger was set to break crisply at 2.5 pounds. 

Using Black Hills .300 Win Mag SEAL-type ammunition, the 
light contour barreled Olympic Aims rifle with the Burris 4-14X 
scope, put five rounds in .667 inches at 250 meters (273 yards) dur
ing initiaJ factory testing. That 's about .25 MOA. The ammunition, 
which is the same used by Olympic Arms and other makers of .300 
Win Mag sniper rifles is loaded with moly coated 190-grain Sierra 
BTHPs in Norma cases. It is also the basic load used by U.S. Navy 
SEAL teams in their sniper rifles. The main difference is the overall 
length. The SEAL load uses an overall length which puts the bullet 
ogive just off the lands, whereby the Black Hills load is SAAMI
spec overall length. 

Both the SEAL team loads and the Black Hills load develop 
2,950 fps at the muzzle in a 26-inch barrel and 3, JOO fps in a 28-inch 
barrel. That makes the .300 Win Mag every bit as hot as the .300 
Weatherby. -John Hogan 

copes 
optical qualities; they are now building them with what may be the 
very best mildot reticles. 

Burris offers four scopes with mildot reticles. Most of the mildot 
reticles currently used by scope manufacturers are barely recogniz
able as such. Not so with the Burris mildots. They are perfectly 

shaped ovals uniformly .25 mils in 
__ ,,...,.. length . They are spaced .75 mils 

apart between the ovals and it mea
sures 1.0 mils from the center of 
one oval to the center of the next. 

The mildot reticle is one of the 
most notable developments in the history of 

shooting. It revo lutioni zed the meaning of precision rifle work 
by giving the shooter consistent reference marks to use as aim
ing points and as an aid in estimating distance. Unlike most of 
the bullet drop compensating reticles on the market, the mildot is 
not limited to specific ballistic coefficients and velocities. It 
works equally well with any bullet and velocity because the dots 
on the reticle mark miliradians. One mil equals approximately 36 
inches at l,000 yards. 

According to Major Dick Culver, USMC (Ret.), former com
manding officer of the Marine Corps Sniper School and one of the 
three inventors of the mildot reticle, the mildot concept was intend
ed to allow Marine snipers to quickly engage targets at various 
ranges by holding exactly over or under instead of diddling with 
knobs moving the crosshair up and down. 

For example, if a 7.62x5lmm NATO caliber sniper rifle is zeroed 
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at 600 yards, holding exactly 5 miJs above the reticle center, will put 
the rifle dead on at 900 yards. The alternative would be changing the 
elevation knob down 16.9 MOA for 100 yard targets and up 17.5 
MOA for 900 yard targets. Needless to say, losing click count under 
pressure or improper knob diddling could put your zero into confusion. 

The same principles apply when using horizontal mildots to 
compensate fo r wind or to lead a moving target. Of course mildots 
can also be used for range estimation, but fas ter more certain meth
ods like the RCA laser range finding binoculars, have long been 
available to Marine snipers. 

The mildot was derived from artillery principles. Both Culver 
and Lieutenant Colonel Jack Cuddy, the current Sniper School CO, 
had spent time as artillery officers. Working with the late Carlos 
Hathcock, arguably one of the greatest snipers in history, they came 

up with the mildot system which was initially only used in the 
exclusive USMC-issue Unertl sniper scope. 

As the group fired from the Olympic Arms .300 Win Mag on the 
test target at 250 meters indicates, the Bunis Signature tactical mil
dot is a precise instrument. But tes ti ng it on a much harder recoi ling 
.375 H&H Magnum proved to SOF that the Burris scope can take 
abuse that others can 't. Unlike some of the higher priced scopes on 
the market, there is nothing delicate about the Burris erector system. 
How well the erector system works in a scope is the measure of 
repeatable accuracy. 

The Burris Signature proved to be built extra stout. The exact 
same .375 H&H treatment using the same rifle and loads, sent a 
competing scope back to the shop not once - but twice - for 
replacement of the entire erector assembly. -John Hogan 

The Bush Pilot's 

Ex · tion Case 
T 

he old advice to new entrepreneurs "find a need and fi]J it" is 
gem with many facets: First one has to recognize a genuine 
need. And understand what it really takes to do the job. Then, 
to be more than the cai-1fee-cup-and-campfire millionaire 
who says "you know, somebody ought to ... " Then - and this 

is the pivotal part - have the moxie to create and manufacture a prod
uct that is as good as it can be, that answers the need in every regard. 

The archetype of this ideal need+response scenario well might 
be Bob and Babette Robertson of Bear Track Cases up in Wyoming. 
Bob is a seasoned Alaska bush-pil ot and guide, spending many 
years loading client 's gear in an out of hi s plane - and noticing 
what gave out and risked his client 's rifles or cameras, and should 
have been made different and/or stronger. The need was there. 

Bob 's answer was to re-engineer the common hard-side rifle/pi s
tol/camera cases. He started wi th the heaviest aluminum sheet in the 
business. Then he selected industrial hinges/hasps/cl asps and han
dles - no " luggage" stuff on Bear Track Cases. Then he redesigned 
how the cases are put togeth
er: He saw far too many alu
minum cases with welded 
carders break at the weld, so 
Bear Track cases are formed 
and lapped at the corners, so 
there is not only no weld to 
break, but the heavier-gauge 
aluminum he uses is doubled
up where the stress is. We 
tested one of hi s pistol cases a 
while back and concluded it 
was the strongest on the mar
ket. It had a no-nonsense 
es thetic and a practical bead-

blasted fini sh, and was lockable with a serious padlock, not one of 
those placebo locks they try to sell you at airport luggage shops. 

This time we tested their two-scoped-rifle case, and the best has 
gotten even further ahead of their pack of thin-fi berglass or stamped
out-tin competitors. This is serious gear you can confidently and 
safely use to protect and carry your most valued hunting rifles. Why 
anybody would ever put fine, thousand-dollar rifles in $19.95 plastic 
cases is beyond me, when the Bear Track Two-Scoped Rifle case 
(52x15x4.5") is only $255 and guaranteed for as long as you own it. 

The Robertson's have also added some more options, in the form 
of very attractive and super-durable powder coatings (the esthetic is 
now less Bradley IFV and more Boeing 737), black ballistic nylon 
covers with shoulder straps, and other niceties. Of course, options 
have always been a hallmark of Bear Track cases, as from the git-go 
they have spec ialized in custom cases or modif ications exactly to 
the customers ' specs. 

The stock line is very comprehensive, including off-the-shelf dou
ble or single-rifles cases, fold
ing shotgun cases, single- or 
double-layer pistol cases -
even a .50 rifle case and a two
gun safari case. What ever you 
want, they 'll probably have on 
the shelf, and if not they can 
darn well make it to your specs, 
and at prices that represent a 
genuine bargain for what you 
get and what these fine cases 
will do. Your small arms, cam
era gear, precision instruments 
of an kinds will be better pro
tected in a bear track case than 
anything else on the market. 

For more information on 
their complete line, or their cus
tom capabilities, contact: Bear 
Track Cases, 43 Dunham Road, 
Roll ing Hills, WY 82637; 
phone: 307-436-2814 (or 888-
754-0081 ); fax: 307-436-8181; 
e-mail: beartrack@coffey.com . 

-Don McLean '9( 
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ithin a period of just over a decade, polymer has almost completely taken over as the 
material of choice fo r semiautomatic pistol frames and other components. With good 
reason, as modern polymers are tough, durable and incredibly cost-effective. Now it 
looks like titan ium is poised to take a dominant position in the manufacture of high
quality, double-action revolvers designed for concealed carry. 

Smith & Wesson's AirLite Ti series of revolvers feature the use of titanium in the 
cylinder, firing pin and the center pin bushings and the frame studs. Taurus 
International (Dept. SOF, 16175 NW 49th Avenue, Miami , FL 330.14-63 14; phone: 

305-624-1115; fax: 305-623-7506; web site: www.taurususa.com) has recently introduced the 
Taurus Total Titanium series of revolvers that moves significantly beyond S&W. Not only are 
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the cylinders and many small parts made of 
titanium alloy (containing vanadium and 
other metals), but the frames, yokes, barrel 
shrouds and side plates as well. Why titani
um? Simply because it's amazingly strong, 
corrosion-proof and ultra lightweight. 

Soldier Of Fortune was sent a specimen 
of a Model 450Ti Taurus Total Titanium 
revolver for test and evaluation. The finish I 
requested and received is matte Stealth 
Gray. Two other finishes are available: 
Spectrum Blue and Gold. In my opinion, 
neither will appeal to SOF readers. This is a 
proprietary process in which variations in 
temperature and electrical charge result in 
different colors. Matte and high-gloss fin
ishes are achieved by the degree of polish
ing employed prior to processing. Be 
advised that the color is a thin layer of spe
cially treated titanium that is subject to the 
same effects of wear and abrasion as bluing. 

Cylinder-to-forcing-cone gap on our test 
specimen is 0.003-inch (0.003- to 0.008-
inch is the generally accepted tolerance 
range). Fore-and-aft cylinder play is almost 
nonexistent and the lateral play is minimal. 
The cylinder holds five rounds, and rotation 
is to the left (counterclockwise) in the Smith 
& Wesson manner (Colt cylinders rotate to 
the right - clockwise). To insure that the 
cylinder remains in precise alignment with
in the frame at the moment of ignition, 
Taurus has installed a spring-loaded detent 
system to the top of the yoke on the Total 
Titanium series (and the Model 85Ti 
MultiAlloy .38 Special as well). This, in 
turn, has permitted them to extend the over
all length of the ejector rod, providing more 
positive ejection of fired cases than most 
snubnose types. The cylinder latch together 
with its retaining screw are steel compo
nents, as are the hammer and trigger. 
Patterned after that of S&W, it must be 
pushed forward to swing out the cylinder. 

The 2-inch stainless steel barrel (because 
titanium galls too much to be used for this 
purpose) is equipped with a titanium 
shroud. The importance of this must not be 
underestimated. Barrel shrouds on the S&W 
AirLite Ti series are made of aluminum. 

Thus, they cannot be ported, as propellant 
gases would eat them away in short order. 
By using a titanium barrel shroud, Taurus 
designers were able to place three barrel 
ports on each side of front sight blade. As a 
consequence of this, and the unique grip 
panels, no ammunition restrictions have 
been placed on the Taurus Total Titanium 
revolvers. S&W has stipulated that only 
jacketed +P bullets can be fired from their 
AirLite Ti series, as lead projectiles, due to 
the severe recoil impulse, will jump forward 
and bind up the cylinder's rotation. This is a 
serious deficiency, in my opinion, since in 
several instances (such as the .38 Special 
"FBI" load with its 158-grain lead hollow
point bullet) unjacketed bullets furnish 
superior wound ballistics potential. 

The barrel has six grooves with a left
hand twist of one turn in 16 inches, standard 
for this caliber. Overall length of the Model 
450Ti from the muzzle to the tip of the grip 
is 8.5 inches, with a weight, empty, of only 
19.2 ounces. The height is 5.5 inches and 
the width is 1.5 inches. 

A guide-in-coil-type mainspring is set 
into the round-butt frame. The steel trigger 
is smooth, as it should be for double-action 
shooting. The single-action trigger-pull 
weight is an incredibly light 2.75 pounds. 
Double-action pull weight is also excellent 
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at 9.0 pounds with absolutely no loading at 
the end of the stroke. 

Mounted in the frame, the floating firing 
pin must be struck by a transfer bar which, 
in turn, receives the hammer's full impact. 
Should the finger slip off the trigger while 
the hammer is falling forward, the transfer 
bar will drop downward, out of the ham
mer's path, and the firing pin will not be dri
ven forward. 

"Locked" And Loaded 
All Taurus revolvers are now equipped 

with their excellent key-lock safety system. 
To deactivate the revolver, you must insert a 
key over a hexagonal-shaped pin at the rear 
of the hammer. Turning the key clockwise 
with raise the pin and its shroud to impinge 
against the frame if someone attempts to roll 
the hammer rearward. Turning the key 
counterclockwise will lower the pin and 
shroud and permit the hammer to be fully 
rotated to the rear. This is quite an innova
tive and effective system. However, no one 
in my loop will use it, as the most effective 
safety system of all remains Rule Three 
(Keep your finger off the trigger until your 
sights are on the target) and the intelligence 
and training to apply it. 

The fixed sights on this revolver consist 
of a serrated ramp-type front blade, 0.125-

Taurus Total Titanium series 
sets the standard for the most 
comprehensive use of this exotic 
metal In a revolver. The Model 450TI 
(above) Total Titanium caliber .45 
Colt revolver features a titanium
alloy cylinder, frame, yoke, barrel 
shroud and side plate, along with 
many small parts. (left) The Taurus 
Model BSUUTi MultlAlloy .38 Special 
revolver has a titanium-alloy forged 
barrel shroud and extruded cylinder, 
a high-tensile-strength stainless 
steel barrel, forged aluminum alloy 
frame and sldeplate, and carbon 
steel hammer and trigger. 
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inch wide, and an . opeu, square-notch rear 
sight, 0.130-inch in width, milled into the 
rear end of the top strap. They are more than 
adequate for the applications this handgun 
was designed to cover. The sight radius is 
3.9 inches. Winchester's Persona] 
Protection .45 Colt ammunition with its 
225-grain Silvertip holl ow-point bullet 
shoots directly to the point of aim at 7 yards. 

The so-called "Ribber" one-piece grips 
installed on the Taurus Total Titanium series 
are another important factor in taming the 
not-inconsiderable recoil impulse generated 
by these lightweight revolvers. Full-length 
on each side of these black synthetic rubber 
grips are a series of ribs in horizontal align
ment. On the front strap area these ribs pro
trnde by as much as about 0.15-inch in the 
form of raised fins that collapse under recoil 
and then restitute. The grips come up under 
the trigger to protect the middle finger. All 
very innovative. The Ribber grips are 
retained by a 3mm allen-head screw thread
ed to the butt of the frame. 

Like a young widow 's grief, the recoil 
generated by the Taurus Model 450Ti is 
sharp, but of short duration. It should be of 
1ittle consequence to anyone with a mod
icum of experience. The Ribber grips really 
absorb recoil. However, the flash signature 
generated by the six muzzle ports would be 
could be somewhat disconcerting in a low
light-level environment. 

(above) Five beans in the wheel: Both the 
Taurus Model 450Ti .45 Colt (left) and Model 
85UL/Ti .38 Special (right) revolvers have 
five-shot cylinders. Spring-loaded detent 
system (at right) added to the top of the 
yoke on the Total Titanium series (and the 
Model 85Ti MultiAlloy .38 Special as well) 
permitted a longer ejector rod, providing 
more positive ejection of fired cases than 
most snubnose types. 

When fired offhand using a strong two
handed Weaver hold, slow-fire, double
action shooting will produce groups under 3 
inches. Picking up the cadence will enlarge 
the group size - and this is as it should be. 
You should never attempt target accuracy in 

stress environments . Placing all your shots 
within the approximately 8x12-inch area of 
the target's upper torso (commonly referred 
to as the "center of mass") with as much 
speed as practical is far more important than 
obtaining precisely aimed l-inch groups. 

This is a superb revolver, chambered for 
a magnificent, gunfight-proven, man-stop-

THE HIST0 RY A~D PERF0RMA~CE 
°F THE .45 C0 LT CARTRIDGE 
The history of the .45 Colt (often incorrectly referred to as the 

" .45 Long Colt") cartridge is inexorably interwoven with the 
development of the Model 1873 single action revolver for which 
it was designed. However, this round actually lasted only a brief 
time as an official U.S. Government type. It was manufac tured at 
Frankford Arsenal from 1873-1874. The Smith & Wesson 
Schofield revolver was adopted in 1875. As the .45 Colt case was 
too long (approximately 1.26 inches) fo r the S&W Schofie ld 
cylinder, the shorter .45 S&W Schofield cartridge (approx imate ly 
1.10 inches) was adopted for use in both revolvers. 

The .45 Colt cartridge also must not be confused with the 
Model 1909 .45 Colt round which it closely resembles. Six thou
sand Colt New Service revolvers were purchased by the govern
ment in 1909 and sent to the Philippines. The ammunition supplied 
with these revolvers was made only in U.S. Government arsenals 
and never available on the commercial market. It differed from the 
earlier .45 Colt case by virtue of an increased case rim diametei: 

While commercial production of the .45 Schofield rou nd was 
discontinued in about 1939, the .45 Colt cartridge, now 126 years 
old, continues to march straight into the millennium. It was, and 
remains, one of the most effective handgun cartridges ever devel
oped. Throughout its long history, the most commonly encoun
tered factory load was a 255-grain lead-alloy, round-nose bullet 
with a flat point (RNFP) that left the muzzle at approximately 860 

fps . While that is not fast enough for today 's ballistic speed freaks, 
the fact is that this round has done great execution and has never 
been found wanting as a man-stopper. Its large, heavy bullet 
makes a big hole and penetrates deeply enough to crush, cut and 
break through the human body 's vital structures and organs. 
Remember, once we've obtained the required penetration, the bul
let that makes the biggest hole will do the most damage. 

The .45 caliber bullet certainly makes a big hole, but we can 
further enhance this characteristic if we employ a soft-point or 
ho llow-point bullet that will reliably expand to no more than twice 
the original diameter. It's important to remember that if we drive 
a hollow-point at too high a velocity, it will inevitably overexpand 
and reduce the penetration to an unacceptable depth. It may also 
fragment to an undesirable extent. There's a correct velocity for 
every handgun bullet, and it's never the highest velocity possible. 

The only factory hollow-point .45 Colt ammunition presently 
available provides excellent wound ballistics performance. 
Winchester 's Personal Protection .45 Colt ammunition (#X45CSHP2) 
features a 225-grain Silvertip hollow-point bullet that leaves the muz
zle at about 960 fps . In soft tissue it will usually expand to about .70 
caliber with very little fragmentation and penetrate well beyond the 
minimum 12 inches desired by most authorities. 

Today, bore diameters for .45 Colt barrels are usually 0.451-
inch, which duplicates that of the .45 ACP. The SAAMI maximum 
average pressure for this cartridge is 14,000 psi. While the origi
nal factory load was 40 grains of black powder (granulation not 
specified) over a 250-grain lead projectile, this was eventually 
dropped to 35 grains (Frankford Arsenal used 30 grains) for safe
ty reasons. Today, about 8 grains of Alliant Unique propellant will 
provide about 900 fps from a 5 1/2-inch barrel. - P.G.K. 
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(above, right) By using a titanium barrel 
shroud, Taurus designers were able to place 
three barrel ports on each side of front sight 
blade. As a consequence of this, and the 
unique grip panels, no ammunition restric· 
tions have been placed on the Taurus Total 
Titanium revolvers. (above) Taurus uses 
guide-in-coil-type mainsprings set into either 
round-butt or square-butt frames. 

per cartridge. It has all the attributes a 
wheel-gun advocate could ever desire. The 
suggested retail price is $599. The Total 
Titanium series is also available chambered 
for the .38 Special, .32 H&R Magnum, .357 
Magnum, .41 Magnum (comes with 2.5-
inch barrel), and .44 Special rounds. 

Mum Metals 
SOF was also sent one of the new Taurus 

Model 85UL{fi (Ultra Liteffitanium) 
MultiAlloy .38 Special snubnose revolvers 
for test and evaluation. This slick little 2-
inch snubnose features a forged barrel 
shroud and extruded cylinder, both made 
from a titanium alloy; a high-tensile
strength stainless steel barrel; forged alu
minwn alloy frame and sideplate; and car
bon steel hammer and trigger. Can there be 
any question as to why Taurus refers to this 
as a "MultiAlloy " revolver? 

The six-groove bore has a right-hand 
twist of one tum in 18.75 inches. The height 
of this revolver is 4 5/8 inches , with a width 
of 1.25 inches . Overall length is 771. inches. 
The weight empty is 13.5 ounces. The two
piece grip panels on the Taurus Model 

.36 SPECAL: 
100 !EARS AnD M0 RE SPECIAL THAn LVER 

Development of what was to become the .38 Special carnidge commenced a century 
ago. During the Philippines Campaign, which began in February 1899, the .38 Long Colt 
cartridge used by the U.S. Army failed to stop the Moros led by Filipino Emilio 
Aguinaldo. That the Moros were more often than not sky-high on drugs was of no conse
quence to those looking to lay blame for the guerrilla warfare that cost far more money 
and took far more lives than the Spanish-American War. The insu1Tection essentially 
ended in 1901 with the capture of Aguinaldo by General Frederick Funston. It's highly 
doubtful that any handgun round could have guaranteed consistent stopping power against 
"true believers" under the influence of strong drugs. 

With the thought that he might convince the U.S. Army to adopt an improved .38 cal
iber round, Daniel B. Wesson designed the .38 Smith & Wesson Special cartridge. It con
tained 3.5 more grains of black powder (from 18 grains to 21.5 grains) than the .38 Long 
Colt and increased the projectile weight by 8 grains (from 150 grains to 158 grains) 
because of its flat base bullet. The increased bullet weight was made possible because the 
relation between the bullet and groove diameters was held to a much closer tolerance, 
making the previously required expansion of the bullet's skirt on firing unnecessary. 

This was, however, to no avail as by this time the U.S. Army became locked into a .45 
caliber round for its future handguns. Toward the end of 1899, the .38 Smith & Wesson 
Special cartridge, together with the new S&W Military & Police revolver, were intro
duced to the public. Subsequently, what became known as simply the .38 Special was 
adopted by almost every police department in the United States. It remained the premier 
Jaw enforcement handgun cartridge until the 1970s when the .357 Magnwn began to 
replace it as a service round. By the 1980s t11e revolver itself was replaced in department 
after department by large-capacity, large-frame, 9rnm Parabellum service sidearms. 

In 1930 Smith & Wesson introduced t11eir .38/44 revolver - a heavy-duty .38 on a their 
.44 frame. The was a result of experimentation by Elmer Keith and research by Major Earl 
Witsil, Chief Ballistician of Remington Arms Company. During its law enforcement hey
day, the 158-grain roundnose lead bullet was the most commonly employed projectile. It 
was a poor performer in soft tissue. Frequently, this bullet will yaw 180 degrees in living 
tissue and end it travel in the body base forward. It does not expand, and since it most often 
will travel almost 21 inches in soft tissue the problem of exiting the target and hitting an 
innocent bystander is ever present. The 200-grain roundnose was no better. 

The .38 Special's wound ballistics potential began to improve with the development of 
expanding hollow-point ammunition . At first, these bullets were driven at such high 
velocities that they invariably overexpanded and thus underpenetrated. However, in recent 
years bullet designers have heeded the advice of Dr. Martin L. Fackler, who conducted his 
early research at the U.S. Army 's Wound Ballistics Laboratory at the Presidio, and are 
now producing bullets that reliably expand to no more than twice their original diameters 
at moderate velocities up to +P velocities. The very best .38 Special ammunition you can 
stuff into the cylinder of your Taurus 85UL{fi MultiAlloy is Federal's so-called "FBI 
Load." This features a 158-grain, lead, hollow-point bullet widl a muzzle velocity of 880 
fps from a 4-inch barrel. This bullet will reliably expand to .59 caliber, at this velocity and 
somewhat less, and penetrate almost 13 inches of soft tissue. This is just the performance 
we are looking for. And remember, you can shoot this lead +P load in the Taurus 85UL{fi 
but you cannot in the S&W Model 337 AirLite Ti revolver. -P.G.K. 
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(above) The .38 Special "FBI Load" has a 
158-grain, lead, hollow-point bullet with a 
muzzle velocity of 880 fps from a 4-inch bar
rel. This bullet will reliably expand to .59 cal
iber, at this velocity and somewhat less, and 
penetrate almost 13 inches of soft tissue. 
(right) The .38 Special 158-grain, roundnose, 
lead bullet is a poor performer in soft tis
sue. Frequently this bullet will yaw 180 
degrees in llving tissue and end Its travel in 
the body base forward. It does not expand, 
and since It most often will travel almost 21 
inches In soft tissue, the problem of exiling 
the target and hitting an Innocent bystander 
Is ever present. 

Titanium is a lustrous , silver-white, 
metallic element in Group IV B of the 
Periodic Table. Titanium (symbol : Ti) 
has an atomic number of 22 and an 
atomic weight of 47.90 with a melting 
point of 1,800 degrees C. 

Its principal sources are the minerals 
Ilmenite and Rutile. Ilmenite is titanic 
iron ore found as beds and lenticular bod
ies enveloped in gneiss and other crys
talline metamorphic rocks. Rutile, a tita
nium dioxide, is found in granite, granite 
pegmatites, gneiss, mica schist, metamor
phic limestone, and dolomite. 

Titanium's chemistry shows similarities 
to tbatofboth zirconium and silicon. Its var
;ID~compounds have a wide range of com
mercial importance. Titanium dioxide is 
'USed as a white paint pigment. Barium titan-
ite is piezoelectric and is used as a sound 
and electrical transducer. Titanium tetra
chloride is used for smoke screens and in 
skywriting. Titanium esters are employed as 
waterproofing chemicals for fabrics. 

Because of its high strength-to-weight 
ratio titanium metal has been long-
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38 Spec FBI Load 
158 gr lead HP 
vel- 880 ft/sec (4 In brl) 
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85ULffi MultiAlloy revolver are made of 
black Santoprene, a rubber-like synthetic. 
They also come up under the trigger to pro
tect the middle finger. The sights are those 
of the Taurus 450Ti Total Titanium revolver, 
except that the sight radius at 3.7 inches is 
slightly less. 

The cylinder holds five rounds. The 
cylinder-to-forcing-cone gap on this 
revolver is 0.004-inch. Again, the fore-and
aft cylinder play is almost nonexistent and 
the lateral play is minimal. 

The guide-in-coil-type mainspring and 
transfer-bar trigger system are those of the 
Total Titanium series and the other Taurus 
revolvers. The double-action trigger-pull 
weight was measured at 9.75 pounds using 
dead weights. The single-action pull weight 

30 35 

38 Special (.357 ln) LAN 
Vel-788 fie (240m1s) 
Wt-158 gr {10.2gm) 
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WHAT IS IT A~D WHY USE IT) 
favored in the aerospace industry for the 
construction of both frames and engines. 
These properties of both light mass with 
correspondingly very high tensile strength, 
even at high temperatures, are what attract
ed the Taurus designers. Furthermore, tita
nium has a much higher "modulus of elas
ticity" (the property of returning to an initial 
state without rupture after deformation) 
than steel - an importam property because 
of the sudden and very high pressure peaks 
associated with the ignition of small arms 
ammunition. And, rightly or wrongly, those 
who carry concealed weaponry most often 
desire as light a handgun as possible. 

However, although it's one of the 
earth's most common elements, titanium is 
difficult to refine. Titanium metal cannot 
be produced by the usual dioxide reduction 
method, as it reacts with both oxygen and 
nitrogen at high temperatures. Most often, 
titanium is extracted by passing chlorine 
over the ore. The titanium tetrachloride 
that results is condensed, purified by frac
tional distillation and then reduced with 
molten magnesium at high temperature in 

an atmosphere of argon. This is an expen
sive operation, with the result that titani
um barstock costs 10 times as much as 
the stainless steel Taurus uses in many of 
its revolvers. 

Titanium is also highly corrosion-resis
tant. It withstands saltwater spray and 
marine environments even better than 
stainless steel and most Teflon-based gun 
coatings. Amazingly, it is immune to a 
substantial number of both acids and alka
lis. This is principally because of the tough 
oxide skin that forms on its surface. If 
scratched or ruptured in some manner, this 
surface oxide film regenerates itself 
almost immediately. 

Using modem CNC equipment, Taurus 
machines its titanium revolver cylinders 
from titanium alloy extrusions. The Taurus 
frames, yokes, barrel shrouds and side 
plates are drop-forged from titanium 
alloys in their justifiably famous Brazilian 
forging facility. Forging is commonly rec
ognized as the preferred process when 
high-precision, titanium components are 
desired. - PG.K. 
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Taurus key-lock safety system raises a 
pin and its shroud to Impinge against the 
frame if someone attempts to roll the 
hammer rearward. 

is exactly 3.0 pounds. 
As it also carries three barrel ports on 

each side of front sight blade, no ammuni
tion restrictions have been placed on the 
Model 85ULffi MultiAlloy revolver either. 
While it weighs· just 2 ounces heavier than 
its S&W equivalent, the M85Ti sells for 
$5 15, which is more than a hundred dollars 
less than the S&W M337 AirLite Ti. More 
important, the barrel ports do moderate the 
perceived recoil to some extent. Make no 
mistake, any extremely lightweight revolver 
firing +P ammunition is going to kick hard. 
The Taurus Model 85UL/Ti MultiAlloy and 
Total Titanium series revolvers were not 
designed for plinking. They are concealed
carry wheelguns intended for hanging from 
your belt on a daily basis. These are dedi
cated self-defense firearms and the recoil 
they generate shouldn't bother an experi
enced shooter anymore than a .505 Gibbs 
you fire at a charging Cape Buffalo 10 paces 
from you. 

Accuracy duplicated that of the Model 
450Ti. With 158-grain bullets, the Model 
85UL/Ti MultiAlloy .38 Special Revolver 
shoots directly to the point of aim. This is a 
fine piece and it has been a frequent com
panion of late. Taurus has made tremendous 
strides in the last decade. Originally little 
more than a less expensive copy of Smith & 
Wesson, in recent years they pulled up even 
and now, in my opinion, with their Total 
Titanium series they may have surged 
somewhat ahead. ~ 

Taurus International, Dept. SOF 
16175 N.W. 49th Avenue 

Miami, FL 33014-6314 
phone: 305-624-1115; fax: 305-623-7506 

web site: www.taurususa.com 

Winchester Ammunition, Dept. SOF 
427 North Shamrock 
East Alton, IL 62024 

phone: 618-258-2000 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber: .45 Colt (also available chambered for .38 Special, .32 H&R Magnum, .357 

Magnum, .41 Magnurr;i. and .44 Special. 

Operation: Five-shot revolver. Exposed-hammer, single- and double-action. Coil-spring 
ignition with floating firing pin and transfer-bar safety. Unique key-lock safety 
system. 

Weight, empty: 19.2 ounces. 

Length, overall: 8.5 inches (from the muzzle to the tip of the grip). 

Height: 5.5 inches. 

Width: 1.5 inches. 

Barrel: Six-groove with a le~-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. Stainless steel bar
rel with titanium-alloy shroud. Three ports on each side of the front sight. 

Barrel length: 2 inches (2.5 inches, .41 Magnum only). 

Sights: Fixed: serrated-ramp front sight blade, 0. 125-inch wide; open, square-notch 
rear sight, 0.130-inch in width, milled into the rear end of the top strap. 
Sight radius: 3.9 inches. 

Grips: Ribber, one-piece synthetic rubber. 

Construction and finish: Titanium-alloy cylinders, frames, yokes, barrel shrouds and side plates and 
many small parts. Stainless steel barrel. Carbon steel hammer and trigger. 
Stealth Gray, Spectrum Blue or Gold titanium finish. 

Suggested retail price: $599. 

Manufacturer and importer: Taurus International, Dept. SOF, 16175 N.W. 49th Avenue, Miami, FL 33014-
6314; phone: 305-624-1115; fax: 305-623-7506; web site: www.taurususa.com. 

T &E summary: Lightweight titanium technology taken to its maximum potential In a revolver. 
Recoil impulse substantially moderated by ported barrel and especial~ effective 
synthetic rubber grips. Test specimen chambered for a proven man-stopper. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber: .38 Special +P. 

Operation: Five-shot revolver. Exposed-hammer, single- and double-action. Coil-spring 
ignition with floating firing pin and transfer-bar safety. Unique key-lock 
safety system. 

Weight, empty: 13.5 ounces. 

Length, overall: 7 718 inches. 

Height: 4 5/8 inches. 

Width: 1.25 inches. 

Barrel: Six-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 18.75 inches. Stainless 
steel barrel with titanium-alloy shroud. Three ports on each side of the 
front sight. 

Barrel length: 2 inches. 

Sights: Fixed: serrated-ramp front sight blade, 0.125-inch wide; open, square-notch 
rear sight, 0.130-inch in width, milled into the rear end of the top strap. 
Sight radius: 3.7 inches. 

Grips: Two-piece black Santoprene, a rubber-like synthetic. 

Construction and finish: Forged barrel shroud and extruded cylinder made from a titanium alloy, a 
stainless steel barrel; forged aluminum alloy frame and sideplate, and car
bon steel hammer and trigger. 

Suggested retail price: $515. 

Manufacturer and importer: Taurus International, Dept. SOF, 16175 N.W. 49th Avenue, Miami, FL 33014-
6314; phone: 305-624-1115; fax: 305-623-7506; web site: 
www.taurususa.com . 

T&E summary: Innovative, multiple-alloy technology. Lightweight. Ported barrel, possible 
only because of titanium-alloy barrel shroud, moderates recoil and permits 
use of the highly effective 158-grain, lead, hollow-point +P "FBI" load. 
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MOSCOW - On a sunny Saturday 
afternoon this past September, hundreds of 
Russ ian law enforcement officials and a few 
thousand onlookers stood behind hastily 
erected barricades to watch demolition 
experts pulverize a bomb-damaged building 
in a southeast Moscow suburb. 

The seven-story apartment block on 
Ulitsa Guryanova was literally split in half 
two weeks earlier by what police said was a 
terrorist bomb planted in a first-floor office 
space by Islamic militants. Ninety-fo ur peo
ple died in the Ulitsa Guryanova bombing, 
and before month's end another 200 
Russians were blown to bits in a stri ng of 
four similar attacks. 

The militant 's plan, according to the 
police, was nothing short of launching "a 
Russia-wide war to destroy the state, and in 
the ruins create their own." 

After decades of supporting internation
al terrorist groups bent on destroying west
ern interests, terror had come home to roost 
in the Russ ian capital and Soldier Of 
F ortu.ne was there. 

Nuclear Targets 
The rumor mill was in full-swing, with 

dire predictions that the next targets wou ld 
be nuclear reactors and key miUtary faciLi-

The gutted ruins (above) of Ulitsa Guryanova 
are demolished by Moscow civil defense 
experts, nearly a week after a terrorist's bomb 
split the apartment block in two, killing more 
than 70 people. Russian police continue with 
their massive, nationwide sweep to find 
those responsible for a series of deadly 
bombings which have left more than 300 
dead in two weeks. 
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Russia's Heavy-Handed 
Search For Terrorists 
Text & Photos b~ Mark H. Milstein 

ties. Nerves were fraying and anyone look
ing even slightly Chechen or Caucas ian was 
a suspect. The Kremlin came within inches 
of declaring martial law to find those 
responsible and damper the mass hysteria 
that was then sweeping the country. 

Events were sp inning out of contro l. 
Citizen vigilante groups were quickly 

formed and took to the streets. Hundreds of 
fa lse alarms were sou nded , stre tching 
Moscow 's emergency serv ices to the break
ing po int. Krem lin offic ials quickly 
unleashed the largest and most comprehen
sive police action the country had seen since 
Stalin began hi s purges in the 1930s. 

Code-named "Operation Whirlwind," 

tens of thousands of police and federal 
agents, backed by elite interior troops, 
patrolled the streets, searched more than 
30,000 apartment buildings in Moscow and 
checked documents with an aggressiveness 
that would have put a smile on Beria's face. 

Within days police efforts paid off, and 
Russian interior mini stry criminal investi
gators announced the identity of the 
bombers - Mukhit Laipanov and Denis 
Saitakov. 

Bad Tenants 
Police charged Laipanov and Saitakov 

with renting first-floor offices in both the 
Ulitsa Guryanova apartment building and 
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another apartment building across town the 
two blew-up a week later. 

Police believed that after the offices 
were rented, explosives were brought in -
probably disguised as bags of sugar - and 
detonated with crude timing devices. 

There was, however, one small problem: 
Mukhit Laipanov, according to police 
records that surfaced hours after the initial 
announcement, was dead. He'd been ki lled 
years earli er in a car accident. 

That meant whomever was masquerad
ing as Laipanov was sti ll unknown to them, 
and by now had possibly changed identities 
and wouldn ' t surface until he was safely 
back in Chechnya's law less capital , Grozny. 

"Yes, it was a serious worry to us," 
Moscow police tactical squad (OMON) 
spokesman Vladimi r Lysak told SOF. "We 
were under a lot of pressure to capture both 
men as soon as possible. Not knowing the 
true identities of the terrorists meant losing 
time and we couldn 't afford that. We were 
scared they might strike again." 

Two days later, however, interior min
istry spokeswoman, N ina Frolova, made a 
surprise announcement to SOF and a stand
ing-room-on ly crowd of local journalists 
that the police had determined the true iden-

(above) Men from Russia's Caucasus arrive at a police station in south Moscow after being 
arrested as part of a nationwide search for those responsible for a series of deadly bombings 
which have claimed nearly 300 lives. Police officials claim that the bombers are most probably 
from either Chechnya or Dagestan. (below) A Moscow city policewoman guards a bus full of men 
from the Caucuses region, arrested as part of a nationwide hunt for those responsible for a series 
of deadly bombings in Russia. 

Moscow special police search unregistered Chechens at an outdoor 
market in Moscow before arresting them as part of a nationwide search 
for the men responsible for a series of deadly terrorist bombings. 

After making a mass arrest of Chechen and Dagestani men at a ware
house complex south of the Kremlin, Moscow police collect identifica
tion papers and passports from the prisoners before bringing them to 
a central holding facility for questioning. 
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tity of the man who posed as Mukhit 
Laipanov. 

Frolova said his name was Achemez 
Gochiryayev, a native of the North-Caucasus 
republic of Karachayevo-Cherkessia. 

Frolova said investigators suspected 
Gochiyayev might have spent time in 
Chabanmakhi, one of the villages where Islamic 
radicals had defied Dagestani government 
authorities for mqre than a year before being 
crushed by Russian troops this past summe1: 

A senior official with GUBOP, the 
Russian interior ministry 's anti-organized 
crime department, told SOF they had seized 
a video tape that showed Gochiyayev 
among Islamic fundamentalists in 
Chabanmakhi, and through computer-aided 
comparison had realized he was us ing 
Laipanov's identity papers. 

Although we had our doubts as to the 
validity of the claims, a Russian federal 
security service (FSB) agent later confirmed 
to SOF's Russian translator, Tamara, that 
such a tape existed. 

Fravola said the other suspect, Saitakov, 
was believed to have attended a training 
camp in Chechnya run by a Jordanian-born 
Islamic militant! who fights under the nom 
de guerre of "Khattab." 

Khattab, together with Chechen warlord 
Shami! Basayev'. led the Islamic offensive in 
the Moscow-controlled republic of 

Dagestan last summer and triggered 
Russia's most recent invasion of Chechnya. 

Despite Khattab 's denials of responsibil
ity for the Moscow bombings, the opera
tions appeared to be associated with him, 
his group or his associates. 

Whether he and Basayev have an 
accommodation on tactics wasn't then 
known. What could be said, however, was 
that the planning for the bombings began 
long before their activities in Dagestan. 

Frovola then dropped a blockbuster 
when she announced that two other men, 
both natives of Chechnya, had been arrested 
overnight by Federal Security Service 
(FSB) agents and were being held at 
Moscow 's Lefortovo prison in connection 
with the bombings. 

She identified them as Bekrnars Sautyev, 
40, and Timur Dakhkilgov, 32, two relatives 
originally from Chechnya. According to a 
Moscow TV news show SOF watched later 
that night, traces of the explosive powder, 
hexogen, were found by police on 
Dakhkilgov 's hands and in Sautyev's apart
ment, a charge both denied by saying the 
explosive had a similar chemical makeup to 
a paint thinner they had used earlier that 
week while painting a friend's apartment. 

Fravola finished by saying that starting 
in the morning security forces were going to 
begin a second massive wave of arrests 

Caucasian prisoners (above) await processing at a Moscow police station. The men 
were arrested earlier in the day as part of a natiowide sweep to catch those respon
sible for a string of deadly bombings which claimed the lives of nearly 300 Russians. 
Police believe the culprits are from either Chechnya or Dagestan. (inset) Two men 
from Russia's Caucasus region wait to be processed at a Moscow police station. 
Both men, along with nearly 50 others, were arrested at an outdoor market in west 
Moscow as part of a nationwide sweep to find those responsible for a series of dead· 
ly bombings in Russia which have left nearly 300 dead. Human rights activists, how
ever, characterize the police sweeps as being an unjust harrassment campaign 
aimed at dark-skinned residents of Russia. 

throughout Moscow to pick up those "ter
rorists" still at large who were sought in 
connection with the bombings. 

Terror Insurance 
Tamara, our translator, began desperate

ly working the telephone to get us a place in 
a Moscow police OMON squad car so that 
we could accompany them during the next 
few days of operations. Things were going 
to get nasty, and we dicln ' t want to miss a 
minute of it. 

Meanwhile, SOF had heard that the FBI 
was flying in a forensics team to Moscow to 
examine whatever physical evidence the 
Russians had collected and were keen on 
comparing the explosives to those found at 
the U.S. embassy bombings in Kenya and 
Tanzania in 1998. 

The rumor mill was now spinning tales 
that Khattab and Basayev were working as 
sub-contractors for Osama bin Laden. 
Several Moscow-based insurance compa
nies had even put up billboards advertising 
a new service: terrorism insurance. 

It was cold and clamp when we arrived at 
OMON headquarters in northwest Moscow 
shortly after 0700. 

A luke-warm cup of tea and two large, 
rather reel, pickled beets later, we found our
selves crawling through thick traffic on the 
outer-ring road in a convoy of three school 
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buses packed with crack OMON troops. 
AJ1ead of us, acting as pathfinders, were a 
small group of squad cars full of police 
detectives and brass, driving toward an 
unknown location in Moscow's south cen
tral industrial suburbs. 

Overnight another deadly bombing had 
occurred, this time in the southern Russian 
city of Volgodonsk, ki Uing at least 17 and 
bringing the total number of Russians killed 
in the past week by the killers up to more 
than 300. One of the OMON team leaders 
told Tamara that they had word that the 
bomb had been hidden in a truck and parked 
outside the building. Shades of Oklahoma 
City, we mumbled to ourselves. 

Russians were itching for revenge. 
Arresting thousands of Chechans and other 
Caucasians living in Moscow was meant to 
satisfy their dual urge to 
rid their city of dark
skinned foreigners and 
send a message to the 
bombers that they can run 
and hide, but eventually 
one of their cousins or 
brothers or sons will be 
caught and through cre
ative interrogation tech
niques will rat them out. 

Swift Brutality 
After 45 minutes of 

driving we finally 
arrived at the Noviye Tcheryomushky fruit 
market, a sprawling complex of warehous
es and shipping containers staffed by hun
dreds of men from the North Caucasus. 

The OMON were swift and brutal. 
Teams of two and three ran from warehouse 
to warehouse, rounding up any and all men 
and women with even the hint of suspicion 
in their eyes. Everyone arrested was 
marched, hands clasped behind their heads 
POW-style, toward a fleet of empty buses 
that were being used to transport the prison
ers to a nearby jail. 

Meanwhile, other OMON officers col
lected papers, documents and passports and 
went over them with a fine-tooth comb. 
Those with their papers in order could 
expect to go home within hours. Others, 
however, faced long stretches in prison, and 
maybe deportation or worse. 

Three sn iffer dogs began their rounds 
through the complex, looking for explo
sives . An OMON "entry team" arri ved with 
special power tools to take off the locks on 
a number of shipping containers that no one 
could seem to find the keys for. 

Sparks flew as the locks snapped open. 
Yards away OMON troops began beating 
two men found with stiletto knives hidden 
on their persons. Leather truncheons filled 
with sand smacked against cheeks and 
skulls and the police pushed the men to the 
ground bef ire cuffing them and taking them 
to another bus for further questioning. 

Sixty-four men and women were under 
arrest within an hour, and we were soon 
standing in the hallway of a dank, puke
green-painted Moscow jail waiting for the 

(above) After making a mass arrest of Chechen and Dagestani men at a warehouse com
plex south of the Kremlin, Moscow police bring them to a central holding facility for 
questioning. The police continue their search for the unknown terrorists responsible for 
a string of deadly bombings in the capital which have left nearly 300 dead. (left) A 
Moscow police picture of Mukhit Laipanov, one of the prime suspects in two terrorist 
bombings in Moscow which resulted in the deaths of more than 200 people. Laipanov 
died in February and someone else is believed to be using his identity, police said. 

paperwork to be processed before 
the OMON team could go on to 
their next deployment, an out
door flea market across town. 

The scene at the flea market 
was pretty much a repeat of the 
morning 's ra id. Dozens of 

scruffy-looking Chechans and Dagestani 
men and women were arrested, questioned, 
sometimes beaten, and then taken to jail for 
further processing. 

Russian TV was reporting that more 
than 2,000 people had been arrested since 
the morning in Moscow, with no end in 
sight to the police dragnet. 

Rodney King, Russian-Style 
"Do American police also beat their pris

oners?" an OMON officer asked SOF as we 
sat in the bus awaiting order to move out. 
We told him about Rodney King and a num
ber of other celebrated cases, including the 
story of the New York police sodomizing a 
Haitian refugee with a night-stick. 

"That 's great," die officer replied with a 
loud laugh. 

The next day was more of the same. We 
accompanied a team of nearly 40 OMON 
troops to a number of outdoor markets and 
warehouse complexes in northwest Moscow. 

Arrest after arrest was made, with hun
dreds of men and women from the Caucuses 
finding themselves crushed into holding 
cells with no charges pending and no oppor
tunity to argue the point until they were 
interrogated by teams of FSB agents. 

"Everyone here is gui lty of something," 
said Aleksander Gregoriavic, an OMON 
squad leader, pointing his index finger into 
a stuffed four-foot by 10-foot holding cell 
packed with some 30 men tagged for further 
investigation by FSB agents. 

"Look at them," Gregoriavic told SOF. 
"These guys would kill us both if they had 
the chance. Fuckers. Murderers. I'll see 

them all in a grave for what they 've done 
here in Moscow." 

Back at the Hotel Belgrad, our tempo
rary base in Moscow, we spoke with a num
ber of American and European law enforce
ment officials based in Russia about 
Moscow 's chances of actually nabbing 
those responsible for the bombings. 

"You know as well as I do," a law enforce
ment official with the British embassy in 
Moscow told SOF, "that if they don't nab 
these bombers within the frrst day or so that 
ilieir chances become slimmer and slimmer 
and the trail grows colder. The Russians do, 
however, have a few advantages over 
Western law enforcement. They won 't let 
civil rights stand in their way and they will 
eventually find someone who will confess to 
the c1imes - whether they are guilty or not." 

Mike Hurley, the FBI's man in Moscow, 
told SOF that it was doubtful that Russian 
law enforcement officials would ever get 
their hands on those responsible for ordering 
the bombings. "I'm not going to speculate 
who those men are, but there's no doubt that 
they are well-trained, highly-disciplined and 
not in Russia. Those who have already been 
arrested and have been charged as acces
sories to the crime are small fries. " 

When we asked Hurley about the FSB 's 
unusual move to level the remains of the 
Ulitsa Guryanova apartment block before 
thoroughly sifting through the remains , 
Hurley refused comment. He said that it 
would be improper for him to talk about 
another law enforcement organization 's 
investigative methods. 

The next morning we accompanied an 
OMON platoon on a not-so-routine "search
and-arrest mission" at a market behind 
Moscow's Kiev Rail Station. 

Two female officers with the pick-pock
et sq uad were also along to interrogate any 

Continued on page 74 
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IN three short, obscure chapters of the Old Testament, 
the prophet Nahum predicted the fall of Nineveh, a 
city of corruption, iniquity and bloodlust. But, as 

many would suggest, he could have been describing 
Washington, D.C. 

"Woe to the bloody city!" Nahum wrote. "It is all fu ll of lies 
and robbery .... There is a multitude of slain and a great num
ber of carcasses ... They stumble upon their corpses because of 
the multitude of the whoredoms of the well-favored harlots, the 
mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nati ons through her whore
doms, and fam ili es through her witchcrafts. 

"Behold, I am against thee ... I will shew ... the kingdoms 
thy shame," Nahum prophesied. 

Old Nalrnm would have been pleased, then, that MGA 
Films and producer Rick Van Vleet chose Sodom on the 
Potomac to premier their latest work, Waco: A New Revelation, 
researched and co-produced by independent filmmaker Mike 
McNulty. 

Even in a city as 
jaded and jaundiced I by James L. Pate I 
as Washington, 
where the press corps has spent years ignoring the bloodiest 
government scand a l in U.S. hi story, Wa co: A New 
Revelation won a respectable turnout fro m the Fourth 
Estate, and even attracted a few members of Congress, when 
it premiered at an invitation-only screening a five-minute 
walk from Capitol Hill. 

It's a shame, then , that so many of the people whom we 
e lect to protect the citi zenry from encroachment by a power
hungry and increas ingly imperious and arrogant govern
ment, could not spare the time to watch the latest documen
tary on Waco . 

Because Waco: A New Revelation is the catalyst that ign it
ed the various inves tigations now underway into whether the 
Clinton Administration illegally deployed U.S. commandos 
against a reli gious retreat occupied mostly by women and chil
dren, and whether the FBI, the Justice Department and other 
government agencies have lied and covered up their own 
crimes and misdemeanors at Waco. 

This assumes, of course, that former Senator John Danforth 
will do a fa ir, full and impartia l investigation, and that mem
bers on both sides of Capitol Hill have the courage to follow 
through on their TV vows to renew hearings. 



Startling New Video Ignites Investigations 

No Truth In "No Shots" 
Most notably, the fi lm utterly demolishes the FBI's persistent 

claim that no shots were fired by government personnel during 
the 51-day siege. It began 28 February 1993, with an ill-advised 
and bloodily botched attempt by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms to arrest one single man, Branch Davidian leader 
David Koresh, a high school dropout and self-taught Bible 
scholar whose unpopular beliefs about sex, family and self
defense made him a favored whipping boy of the press. 

Using the FBI's own Forward-Looking Infrared Radar, or 
FUR, video, the film uses the government's own experts to 
demonstrate that a major firefight erupted behind Mount 
Carmel in the time leading up to the fire. This is the film 's 
strongest and most incontrovertible evidence, bolstered by 
conventional VHS video that clearly shows a swivel-mounted 
M60 machine gun firing several bursts from an Army heli-

copter in to Mount Carmel's rear, an area that included. the 
chapel, where 15 Davidians were found shot dead. 

Indeed, the only Davidians who survived the fire emerged 
from the front of the sprawling building, in full view of news 
photographers. 

Narrated by a fued FBI whistle-blower, Dr. Fred Whitehurst, 
who was a top scientist in the FBI's crime lab and narrated many 
of the bureau 's training films, tl1e film also contains an interview 
with retired CIA intelligence operations officer Gene Cullen. 

On camera, Cullen relates first-hand accounts he later heard 
from members of the Army's super secret Combat Applications 
Group, better known as Delta, who reportedly told Cullen their 
role was much more active than the government has admitted. 
Delta operators were inside armored vehicles, and may have 
even entered the building before and during the fire. 

The film even manages to put the viewer inside one of the 

.. . First Lady Hillary Clinton was a key decision-maker, and the whole operation was being micro-managed 
from the White House. The chain of command apparently went from the FBI to Associate Attorney General 

Webb Hubbell, a longtime Clinton family friend, then to White House Counsel Vince Foster, 
and to the First Lady, all three former law partners ... 

'. 



... a TV cameraman, whose partner helped evacu
ate wounded ATF agents from the initial February 
assault, is surrounded, cursed and beaten by hys-

terical ATF agents venting their rage ... 

armored vehicles, usi ng video shot by one of the participants 
somehow obtained by McNulty. 

The issue of whether the FBI used pyrotechnically di s
charged CS riot-control munitions is a lso estab lis hed 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. In the weeks leading up to 
the film 's premier, ret ired FBI 
agent, Danny Coul son, ad mi tted 
that one such device , whic h 
in cludes a well-known fire dan
ger, was used in a tunnel severa l 
feet from the building. 

fBI lied About flammable Munitions 
The film also establishes that 

the FBI and Justice Department 
knew for years, despite repeated 
denials, some of which were pe1ju
ri.ous, that tlammable CS muni
tions had been used. It also reveals 
that six pyrotechnic tlash-bangs, 
mislabeled by FBI evidence tech
nicians as sound suppressors, were 
found at the southwest corner of 
the building, and in die dining area 
and the chapel. These are the three 
areas where die government's own 
arson experts say the fire started . 
The so-called sound suppressors 
were used by the judge, in part, to 
add an extra 30 years to the sen
tences of some Davidians. 

daughter in her arms, also set in motion the chain of events 
leading up to the fire at Waco. 

• Michael Schroder, a Davidian not at Mou nt Carmel when 
the ATF ra id began in February, may have been summarily exe
cuted by vengefu l ATF agents, outraged over the deaths of four 
fe llow agents in the initial assault. Schroeder fell wounded by 
ATF gunmen in a pasture behind Mount Carmel hours after the 
assaul t. As two other Davidians were led away, they tell of 
hearing two more shots. Although no powder residue test were 
performed, autopsies show Schroeder died from two apparent
ly c lose-prox imity gunshot wounds behind hi s right ear. 

• FBI agents or Justice Department lawyers apparently dis
posed of inconvenient evidence. One example: a pyrotechnic 
CS riot-control dispersal device was missing from tons of evi

dence, a lthough it appears in an 
evidentiary photograph. 

Had To Have Known 
The film also makes a mock

ery of die FBI's claim that they 
had no idea that a fire was a pos
sibility. The Davidians, apparentl y 
attempting to stop armored vehi
cles knocking their home down 
around their ears, hung out a ban
ner that said "Flames Await." 

In a cell phone call from 
Steve Schneider to hi s s ister on 
the fina l day - a call eas il y 
in tercepted with even un sophi s
ticated electron ics th e 
Davidian second-i n-command 
discusses the Old Tes tament 
book of Nahum , a key to 
Koresh 's prophesy for his group. 

There 's no doubt the ca ll was 
intercepted. The fi lm includes a 
segment of Schneider 's recorded 
conversation. 

Some viewers - although 
probably not most SOF readers -
may be disturbed by some of the 
film 's images of grotesquely charred 
corpses of women, small children 
and infants. It also includes autopsy 

Executive producer Rick Van Vleet, of MGA Films 
(left) and co-producer Michael McNulty with some 
early promotiongl art for the film, at a private 
advance screening for SOF last August. 

As Schneider reads passages 
to hi s sister, it sounded li ke a 

description of the 5 1-day standoff, 
when the Davidians had to catch 
rai n water in buckets for drinking 
after the FBI cut off their water 

photos of the grisly remains of Jimmy Riddle, whose body appar
ently was nm over and ripped apart by a tank after he was shot 
behind the building. 

Although much of the video aired on te levision wi ll be 
familiar to most viewers, the fi lm has celluloid nuggets that put 
the audience at the scene, showing the chaos, fear and rage. In 
one sequence, a TV cameraman, whose partner helped evacu
ate wounded ATF agents from the initi al February assault, is 
surrounded, cursed and beaten by hysterical ATF agents vent
ing their rage. 

Other highlights of the film include: 

• Lon Horiuchi , the FBI sniper from the Hostage Rescue 
Team, may have fired into Mount Carmel. After the fire, Texas 
Rangers recovered three pieces of spent .308-caliber brass at 
his shooting position. Horiuchi, who killed Vicki Weaver in 
Idaho as she stood in the door of her hu mble cabi n with a baby 

supply. The scripture also appar
ently described the assault by armor spewing poison gas into 
Mount Carmel, Schneider suggested, and included a prophesy 
of doom. 

"The chariots shall be with flaming torches ... The chariots 
shall rage in the streets ... they shall seem like torches," accord
ing to Nahum. " .. . Draw thee waters for the siege, fortify thy 
strongholds .. .. There shall die fire devour thee ... " 

Nahum also could have been describing the Waco .atrocity, 

Michael Schroder, a Davidian not at Mount Carmel 
when the ATF raid began in February, may have 

been summarily executed by vengeful ATF agents ... 



and its persistent, long-term negative impact on the collective 
American psyche, when he wrote that "there is no heahng of 
thy brui se; thy wound is grievous." 

Indeed, just when everyone thinks this story is going to fade 
into obhvion - no doubt the fervent prayer of numerous fed 
eral agents, U.S. Army SpecOps commandos and Clinton 
Administration bosses - the Waco massacre rises from its 
media grave like a mummy that refuses to die. And the truth 
behind the story keeps unraveling. 

The first time the Waco story rose from its death bed was 19 
April 1995, the second anniversary of the fiery deaths of about 
80 religious ascetics outside Waco, when a good soldier
turned-angry-bomber named Timothy McVeigh, and "others 
unknown," committed our nation 's most terrible act of domes
tic terrorism in Oklahoma City. McVeigh was angered by the 
government 's callous disregard for the well-being of dozens of 
women and children besieged by military armor at the Branch 
Davidian retreat outside Waco known as Mount Carmel. 

Waco was resurrected again after McNulty became 
obsessed by the horror of Waco, due in large part to the stories 
he read in Soldier Of Fortune. Eventually, the Vietnam veteran 
quit his job as an insurance broker and began his quest to 
unearth the truth about Waco. The result was his first docu
mentary, Waco: The Rules of Engagement. 

It won wide acclaim at its premier at the Sundance Film 
Festival, all the more notable because the festival is bank
rolled by liberal film actor and director Robert Redford, and 
because McNulty had no experience in filmmaking or journal
istic research. But mainstream press paid httle heed. That 
changed, though, when Rules of Engagement was nominated 
for an Oscar, won an Emmy for investigative reporting and was 
showcased on HBO. 

Round Two 
That was almost two years ago, but by the time it all died 

down, McNulty had already signed on with Van Vleet and 
MGA Films to do a sequel. After 18 months, Waco: A New 
Revelation premiered in November. It casts new light on what 
happened and puts heats right where it belongs: on the FBI, the 
Army and the White House; heat that promises to keep the 
Waco pot boiling in Washington for the next several months. 

Actually, the heat was on well before A New Revelation's 
premier in November. In the spring of 1998, after months of 
dogged negotiations, McNulty finally won permission to 
inspect the tons of evidence collected from the among the 
charred corpses and ashes of Mount Carmel. 

McNulty and Van Vleet repeatedly were denied access to 
d1e tons of ev idence col lected after d1e fire. The evidence had 
been turned over to the custody of Texas Rangers. The Rangers 
told McNulty they could not grant permission without concur
rence of the Justice Department. DoJ said they could not give 
permission to examine evidence not in its custody. A neat 
Catch-22 trick bag. 

But McNulty won the confidence of Bi ll Johnston , an assis-

... the film utterly demolishes the FBl's persistent 
claim that no shots were fired by government per

sonnel during the 51-day siege ... 

The film also establishes that the FBI and Justice 
Department knew for years, despite repeated 

denials, some of which were perjurious, that flam
mable CS munitions had been used ... 

tant U.S. attorney who helped prosecute the Davidian criminal 
case. Johnston contacted Bert Brandenberg, head of public 
affairs at DoJ, who agreed. 

Despite his differences with McNulty's first Waco docu
mentary, Johnston, in a letter written in August to Attorney 
General Janet Reno, noted that "to stonewall McNulty tended 
to lend some credence to his already held belief that the gov
ernment had somed1ing to hide ... I am glad diat McNulty was 
allowed to see the evidence." 

That letter to Reno warned her that she apparently had been 
kept in the dark about the truth of what happened at Waco by 
high-level subordinates in DoJ. Johnston warned her that he 
had seen documents indicating that other Justice Department 
lawyers had known for years that FBI agents had used 
pyrotechnic devices the day of the fire. 

Nothing Trumps Principle and Courage 
"We wouldn ' t be here today ifMcNulty wasn' t allowed in ," 

Johnston told The Dallas Morning News in an interview in 
September. "Pandora's box was opened, and I gave him the 
key, and I do not regret it." 

Johnston 's decision was not popular in Washington. He 
received angry calls at home from DoJ lawyers involved in 
defending d1e government's conduct in civi l su its alleging 
wrongful death, a lawsu it set to go to tri al this spring. His 
office received telefaxes of transcripts indicating that 
Johnston's own career might not withstand a re-examination of 
the Waco atrocity. 

"I have been seen by many as a mutineer," Johnston wrote 
Reno. " ... I was hand led as if I had some strain of intellectual 
leprosy ... I am in di sbelief that someone in the Department did 
not advise you of" the revelations that evidence had been hid
den , destroyed and withheld. 

"So long as it is the truth 'hanging over my head,' I am not 
afraid," Johnston wrote Reno. "I will not be intimidated by 
anyone in the Department of Justice. I will assist the Congress 
or any other body who seeks the truth ... " 

Where The Chips Are likely To Fall 
The truth may be very ugly. In its concluding segment, the 

film tackles the question of who was making decisions and 
where the chain of command stops. Although still short of con
clusive evidence, the film supports what was years ago report
ed in SOF, that First Lady Hillary Clinton was a key decision
maker, and the whole operation was being micro-managed 
from the White House. The chain of command apparently went 
from the FBI to Associate Attorney General Webb Hubbell, a 
longtime Clinton fami ly friend, then to Whi te House Counsel 
Vince Foster, and to the First Lady, all three fo rmer law part
ners in the Rose Law Firm, of Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Using official FBI interviews, the viewer learns from 
Foster 's widow that he was very upset by what happened at 

Continued on page 72 
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A Cold War Counterinsurgency Case Study 

Already Well-m r 
P!ined, RENAMOot:~ated and Well-disci
a1rborne training in ?dPs were selected for 

si e South Africa. 

BY DR. TOM MARKS 
PHOTOS COURTESY MANTRACK 

Last month we traced the beginning of the Mozambican anti-communist counter
revolutionary movement RENAMO through its popular birth in the aftermath of a 
Marxist-Leninist takeover concurrent with the departure of colonial Portuguese 
powers, to the beginnings of what became the first movement to nearly overthrow a 
communist government. We continue as RENAMO draws aid and support from 
South Africa until it is able to go it alone. South Africa had taken up the reins of sup
port for REN AMO after the fall of Rhodesia, sending a recon force to examine the 
RENAMO movement, its forces and materiel, and to see what South Africa could do 
to further the cause for a mutuality of benefit. 

G 
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"The one case I knew about, where a man broke the rules, they 
burned his eyes out with a red hot poker and let him wander in the 
bush ' till be died. It was very clearl y pointed out [by commanders 
to subordinates] that to abuse the populace was not only counter
productive but also counter-revolutionary. There is no doubt what
soever they acted on that." 

It was a point Smythe made to South African Army Headquarters 
when he and his team were extracted, and he was called to Pretoria 
to debrief. What impressed him most, in fact, was the discipline and 
willingness to learn on the part of the REN AMO guerrillas. 

Hence, his recommendation that further training would have a 
salutary effect was accepted, with plans instituted for a larger effort 
with.in South Africa itself. 

No Holds Barred 
As a result, two groups of roughly 

the same size, altogether 550 REN
AMO cadre, were trained over the 
next two years at a special fac ili ty 
constructed i11 South Africa's Kruger 
National Park. One group covered 
on foot the more t.han 600 kilometers 
necessary to reach the facility from 
Mozambique, the other was picked 
up on the coast, moved by ship, and 
then was flown in. 

The first group, when its train
ing was completed, infiltrated 
overland back into Mozambique. 
The second group, though, had 
something special in store. 
Trained in jump techniques at a 
school constructed on the camp
site, it parachuted back into the war zone. 

Smythe's charges lived up to his expectations in every way. "They 
were incredibly well-disciplined," he observed. "In the entire two 
years, I had occasion to apply discipline to just one man. And he was 
not a member of their uniformed cadre - he was trying to sneak into 
the tent area of the 48 Mozambique females being trained as nurses. 

"He received 25 lashes with a fan belt. He had the sh.it beaten out 
of him, but I talked with him afterwards, and he understood that he 
had been in the wrong." 

It was the RENAMO chain of 
command that actuall y ran the 
camp and its personnel. Apart from 
the change of location, the routine 
and substance of instruction was 
much as had gone on within 
Mozambique itself. The difference 
lay in the absolute security and the 
training team's ability to cover the 
entire array of military skills in great 
depth at this secure and remote site. 

Again there were some 30 \ 
instructors. Though this time South 
Africans were added to the ex
Rhodesian contingent, no racial prob
lems developed with the black REN
AMO cadre. 

Says Smythe, "In the South African 
military, we [ex-Rhodesians] got screwed over in everything, from 
decorations to promotion to [being given] the toughest assignments . 
Yet Pretoria could see the need to recruit a buffer. That drove larger 
policy, such as dealing with REN AMO. 

"At our level, there were no problems [of individual attitudes], 
because there was respect from one fighting man to another. REN
AMO was simply very, very good. 

"Look what they accomplished. They came within an ace of 
overthrowing a communist government. That would have been the 
first time that had happened. 

"And they didn 't lose. They forced the other side to agree to 
elections." 

That they did. Battered first by RENAMO, fighting in conjunc
tion with the Rhodesian SAS, Mozambique now found itself ham
mered by an insurgency energized further by the comprehensive 
training and resource influx carried out under South African aus
pices - by some of the same Rhodesian personnel who had been its 
nemesis all along. 

The result was a Mozambican cry of "Uncle," at least as con
cerned South Africa. Angola 's Machel was smart enough to recog
nize that he had gotten onto a treadmill he could not control. The 
more estranged from the people his FRELIMO government became, 
the more the government had to turn to the communist blocs, Soviet 
and Chinese, for support. And this only further alienated important 
segments of the populace. Indeed, the "selling out" of the country to 
the more than 4,000 Soviet advisers (among numerous others, such 
as Cubans and East Germans), becam e itself an important propa-

ganda theme for REN AMO. 
Hence, in the 1984 Nkomati 

Peace Accords, negotiated 
between the two countries, the 
no w-not-so-com muni st Mo
zambique agreed to cease 
all owing use of the country by 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) insurgents. In return , 
Pretori a was to end its REN AMO 
support mission . 

This was done. Nevertheless, 
30 of the best RENAMO cadre 
were enlisted directly into 5 Reece 
Regiment, so that a cadre of lin
gu ists and guides would be avail
able, if needed, for future work. 

They were not. Mozambique 
apparently kept its side of the bar-

Senior RENAMO commander presents weapons to new REN· 
AMO guerrillas, realized through capture and outside largess; 
(below) batteries were so scarce, however, they had to be 
issued directly by higher command echelons within RENAMO. 

----- gain , as did South Africa. The loss 
of support made little difference to 
RENAMO, which by this point, 
after training by some of the best 
special operations personnel ever 
to take the field , was a vibrant 
organization. Its attacks retained 
all the ferocity and effectiveness 
for which they had been known 
during the heyday of the partner
ship with the Rhodesian SAS. Its 
numbers mnshroomed even as 
FRELIMO was forced back into 
the urban areas. 

By mid-1985 , the insurgents 
effectively controlled 80% of 
the country. The government 's 
lines of communication were 

kept open only with difficulty, if at 
all. Provincial capitals were being supplied by air, and external links 
continued only because the new government of Zimbabwe had com
mitted 20,000 of its own troops to such duty (they were eventually 
to suffer 151 dead). 

When Machel was killed in an October 1986 air crash, it seemed 
that the whole post-independence world in Mozambique was final
ly crashing down. 

Just how bizarre the situation had become was demonstrated 
conclusively in 1987, when Lieutenant Colonel Coventry, the for
mer Rhodesian mastermind of assistance to RENAMO, now 72, 
accompan ied his Zimbabwe parachute forces in a Harare-ordered 
assault on RENAMO headquarters. He reportedly directed his men 
on the ground armed only with a walking stick. 
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Coventry had become inextricably linked to Mozambique. A 
1938 Sandhurst graduate, he had served in Ireland, India's North
West Frontier, and Afghanistan before finding hi s true calling with 
special operations (SpecOps) during World War II. He ended the 
war a lieutenant colonel but reverted to captain in the inev itable 
post-war draw down . Extensive counterinsurgency service in 
Cyprus, Palestine, and Malaya (with SAS 22 Regiment during the 
Emergency) culminated in a singular 
gesture of contempt for a desk job to 
which he had been transferred - he 
resigned and joined the French Foreign 
Legion, soldiering in Indochina (he was 
one of the few to escape Dien Bien Phu) 
and Algeria. 

By 1961, though, he was with the 
Rhodesian Army, picked to become 
head of the resurrected C Squadron SAS 
to be based in Ndola, Northern 
Rhodesia. When the com mand 
went instead to Rhodesian-born, 
Sandhurst-trained Court Welch, 
Coventry became a company 
commander in the Rhodesian 
Light Infantry (RLI). Later, 
when the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland broke 
up in 1963 (Nyasaland became 
Malawi; Northe rn Rhodesia 
became Zambia; and Southern 
Rhodesia became Rhodesia) , 
he became commanding offi
cer of the new SAS of 
Rhodesia - subsequently instrumental in beating 
back communist black nationali st assault. (Court Welch opted to 

. join the British Army, where he ended up a brigadier.) 
At 55, no longer the young warhorse who was identified in the 

official history of Royal Marines 45 Commando as having ki lled a 
German soldier with a single punch to the jaw, Coventry trans
ferred to the Rhodesian Central Intelli gence Organi satio n (CIO) . 
There, fo r some IO years , he ran the "S-desk," or, as it was call ed, 
"the funnies department." One of hi s "We don ' t do that"-SpecOps 
was RENAMO. 

After Rhodesia became Zimbabwe, Coventry stayed on, and 
with a fatefu l twi st of history when the REN AMO he he lp create 
was later supported by South Afr ica and he continued in the 
Zimbabwean Army he found him se lf now facing, in 
effect, his own children. 

The Zimbab-
wean-ordered assault 
on RENAMO head
quarters was "suc
cessful," because 
RENAMO had al
ready slipped away 
into the countryside. 
Not a month later, 
largely unscathed, the 
guerrillas reoccupied 
the site. 

For Coventry, the 
ironies must have been 
legion. It was a last hur
rah, and he adjusted 

(above) RENAMO personnel armed with AK-47s ready to 
return to combat zones, laden with new supplies of captured 
ammunition. (right) Soviet-made 14.5mm KPV heavy 
machine gun with ground mount - a good weapon for 
guerrillas - could also be fitted with antiaircraft mount. A 
massive influx of ComBloc aid and ordnance to FRELIMO 
in turn supplied RENAMO. 

with some difficulty to civi lian life in Harare, as director of a trans
port company. He was by then losing sight in one eye and hard of 
hearing. In a fi nal twist of fa te, he was ultimately bludgeoned to 
death in his sleep at the age of 78, by a never-identified intruder 
wielding an 1873 Winchester rifle Coventry had brought back from 
an operation in Mozambique many years earlier. 

Smythe's story had a happier 
ending. Seconded to the South
w est Africa Territorial Force, he 
com manded a company of 701 
Battalion, comprised of indige
nous personnel. Its operational 
mission included border patrol 
and raids into Angola. He was 
in his element. 

Promoted to major in l ate 
1988, he immigrated to the 
United States in 1989 and 
today runs - for law enforce
ment and military personnel 
- what is certain ly one of 

(above) Although it was unnecessary for South Africans 
to engage in "hearts and minds" activities as RENAMO 
already had good rapport with locals, this villager, hit by 
PG-7 round, had his leg amputated by 5 Reece (ex
Rhodesian SAS) medic using Swiss Army kn ife. He sur
vived - but medic was later killed by friendly fire. (left) 
Cadre from 5 Reece oversees survey of captured ammuni
tion for resupply. 

the world ' s premi er mantracking schools (contact: 
mantrack@aol.com) . 

Useful Case Study? 
RENAMO's fate has fa llen somewhere in-between that of 

Coventry and Smythe. During the Reagan administration, when the 
tide was turned in the Cold War, and communist gains were reversed 
in any number of areas, RENAMO was so vilified by the effective 
Soviet-scri pted disinformation campaign that it was unable to gain 
the same support offered to, fo r instance, UNITA in Angola and the 
contras in Nicaragua. 

Consequently, it was unable to deliver the knockout blow. 
Mozambique, li ke a fighter down for the mandatory eight-count, 

controlling but a fraction of its national territory, its 
cities swollen with refu gees fearful of conflict, hung 
on until the end of the Cold War. 

In a fina l irony, this brought not collapse, even as 
communist aid ended, but deliverance in the form of 
the United Nations. The interest of the world body in 
a negotiated settlement led in October 1994 to elec
tions under international supervision. 

As had happened in Rhodesia, it can scarcely be 
said that the international presence contributed sig
nificantly to the honesty of the proceedings . FRE
LIMO was able to use its power in urban areas to 
stack the deck. Its presidential candidate, Joaqui m 

Alberto Chissano, defeated RE
NAMO 's Dhlakama, 53.3% 
to 33.3%. In the assembly 
e lections , though, fo rc es 
were more evenly matched , 
with FRELIMO winning 
129 seats to RENAMO ' s 
112 (the Democrat ic U nion 
holds 9 seats). 

One faction of REN AMO, 
the bulk of the movement, 
chose to let the resul ts stand, 
flawed though they were, and 
to remain in the political arena 
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as the oppos1t1on. Another, smaller group returned to the bush, 
where it remains today. 

What to make of the long fight of the Mozambique resistance? 
Smythe surely has the right take on things when he states, 
"REN AMO did all that could be hoped for. It fought FRELIMO 
and its communist dictatorship to a standstill , despite massive 
aid from abroad, beyond anything we even thought of putti ng in. 
It forced FRELIMO to hold elections." 

That the elections were flawed was perhaps inevitab le, given 
the long course of the war and the bitterness that developed 
between the two sides. Nevertheless, the same point illustrated 
by the U.S.-supported Contras wou ld seem to have been made: 
Dictatorships can be, if not exactly overthrown, forced into 
receivership. 

In the case of the contras in Nicaragua, the Sandinistas were 
swept from office. In the case of Mozambique, it may take longer 
for FRELIMO to be so-treated. Yet the opportunity remains. 

In creat ing such opportun ity, well-directed and -supported spe
cial operations clearly can play a significant ro le. In the REN AMO 
case, both the Rhodesian and South African campaigns may be crit
ici zed as standing fo r a larger wrong - white rule - but the facts 
discussed above indicate that the reality was considerably more 
complicated, surely more nuanced, than the caricature. 

Summarizes Smythe: "The REN AMO case goes to prove that a 
popu lar, democratica ll y oriented guerri ll a movement may not, for 
all its strengths, have the abi li ty to go it alone. Legitimacy does not 
automatically convert to capabili ty. Thus there is a significant role 
for the highly specialized and focused expertise brought by special 
operators." 

A West Point graduate,. Dr. Tom Marks has filed uncountable 
combat analyses for SOF over the years from hotspots worldwide, 
most written after on-the-ground involvement. ~ 

RENAMO fighters ranged from 14 to 40 but typically were quite 
young, as shown in these photos (above). (below) SpecOps 
cadre, in the classic mission first envisioned for U.S. Special 
Forces, molded RENAMO's resource of manpower into an 
efficient, disciplined fighting force. 

-

Training cadre from 5 Reece relax on furniture field-improvised from 
ammo crates (left and above). Beards were encouraged in field for hygiene 
(danger of infection due to cuts), and as easier to camouflage for night ops, 
plus general alteration of identity and profile. 
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OF MY FATHERS 

T
his book is more than the story of 
three generations of McCains and 
how each, in his turn as a naval offi
cer, did his duty in the face of adver

sity. The grandfather was a naval av iator 
whose aircraft carrier task group played a 
crucial role in the Battle of Leyte Gulf. The 
father was a submarine commander during 
the war, who later became Commander in 
Chief of U.S. Forces in the Pacific during 
the Vietnam War. The son , Lieutenant 
Commander (now United States Senator) 
John Sydney McCain, spent five and one
half years as a prisoner of war in North 
Vietnam. I met him there. 

My ci rcu itous route to meeting John 
McCain began in October of 1968. I was in 
the ill-fated camp at Son Tay. From the 
interrogation room we could see Mount Ba 
Vi, a distinctive landmark. We estimated 
that it was approximately 10 klicks to the 
southwest. One man, who had been allowed 
to write a letter home the previous year, 
antic ipated that he would be allowed to 
write a Christmas letter again that year. He 
reasoned that our government, if a letter 
were received from one of us, would have 
the good sense to spray it with iodine, 
which would cause any hidden starch to 
turn black. Therefore, he prepared "invisi
ble ink" using rice paste and a pen made 
from a sliver of bamboo. The "ink," being 
diluted, and the same color as the pal?er, 
could not be seen. He gave our location, the 
nlllnber of prisoners in the camp, the names 
of those with health problems, and asked " if 
you read this give us two booms at noon on 
November lO." We waited throughout 1. 969 
to see if his letter wou ld be acknowledged. 

The two sonic booms came, a month 
late, on I 0 December, at noon. We were 
e lated. Thi s meant that they had found the 
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camp, had seen how isolated it was, and 
would cons ider a rescue. The attempt came 
on 21 November 1970. However, by that 
time, we had been moved, and were in a 
camp a few miles closer to Hanoi. 

But the Son Tay Raid put the 
Communists into a panic. They moved us all 
into Hoa Lo Prison, the infamous "Hanoi 
Hi lton." There were 348 of us in the camp, 
and we were in cells with as many as 60 
men. Prior to Son Tay, we had been in small 
cells, either in solitary, or smal l groups. We 
quickly establi shed communications, and 
the senior men, for the first time, took direct 
command. 

Whatever security problems they solved 
by bringing us all together, they created new 
ones for themselves. We were now a coher
ent unit, and we were seeth ing with resent-

Senator John McCain proved to be a worthy 
heir to father and grandfather. 

ment over several years of bad treatment 
compounded by a series of escalating con
frontations which led to an order, from the 
Communists, that we would not be allowed 
any religious observances in our cells. We 
were not even allowed to pray. The pace of 
confrontations accelerated, resulting in what 
has become known as the "church riots." 

Seeing that they were losing control, the 
Conununists removed 36 men from the gen
eral population. I was one of these. We were 
divided into two groups of 18, and put in the 
back of a refrigerator truck. The cooling 
was not worki ng, but the trucks were air
tight. With 18 men in an insulated chamber, 
our body heat was trapped. As the heat rose, 
our metabolisms rose, and we used more air. 
By the time we arrived at the new camp, our 
air was almost exhausted, and we were in no 
shape to make trouble. 

We were in a camp with 36 solitary cells, 
each 6-feet-6-inches by 3-feet-3-inches. 
They to ld us that this was a camp for "hard
core, black-hearted, reactionaries." It was 
here that I met John McCain. 

lineage 
John McCain's fa mily comes from the 

Highlands of Scotland, where they were 
allied to Clan McDonald. My fami ly are 
Scots, and were members of the Chattan 
Confederation, which was allied with the 
McDonalds. In 1646, during the Engli sh 
Civil Wru:, several of his ancestors were 
slain by Clan Campbell, after having sur
rendered. The survivors fled to Ireland. 
Before our Revolution they came to 
America. One of the Senator 's ancestors 
was an aide to General Washington. 

Eventu ally, the McCains settled in 
Mississippi. Relatives of the Senator served 
in the Confederate Army, and two were 
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WITHt MAR K SALTER 

killed in action. The fi rst McCain to serve 
the reunited nation was Henry Pinkney 
McCain, who graduated from West Point 
and was commissioned as a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Cavalry. During World War I he orga
ni zed the Selective Service. 

John Sydney McCain, the grandfather, 
was the first member of the family to grad
uate from Annapolis. His shipmates always 
knew him as "Slew." As a young officer, 
Slew served with William "Bull" Halsey on 
the U.S.S. Panay, a gun boat which we had 
seized from the Spanish Navy in 1898. The 
two became friends and frequently served 
together. Both Bull Halsey and Slew 
McCain went through Naval Flight Training 
at Pensacola when they were in their 50s. 

Shortly after the Battle of Guadalcanal, 
Slew was recalled to Washington and put in 
charge of Naval Aviation. He remained there 
until the summer of 1944, when he returned 
to the Pacific to command Task Group 38.1, 
which included the fas t aircraft carriers, 
under his old friend Bull Halsey. Slew 
McCain was commanding this Task Group 
during the invasion of the Philippines. 

By the autumn of 1944, the end was in 
sight for the Axis Pact. Italy had surren
dered . Mussolini , and the remnants of the 
Fascist Party had been set up in Northern 
Italy as the "Social Republ ic of Italy. " 
Following the invas ion of Normandy, it was 
c.lear that National Socialist Germany could 
not survive much longer. Only the Japanese 
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had any realistic hope fo r anything resem
bling victory. The survi val of Japan depend
ed upon keeping the Philippine Islands. 

The liberation of the Philippine Islands 
began on 20 October 1944. The Japanese 
had nothing to lose, and launched a desper
ate naval campaign, with nothing held in 
reserve. The Battle of Leyte Gulf began on 
the 23rd. The plan was to send a force of 
four aircraft carriers, under Admiral Ozawa, 
to attack Admiral Halsey from the North, 
hoping to lure him away from the invasion 
fleet. The remainder of the Imperial 
Japanese Navy, under Admiral Kurita, 
would then attack the invasion fleet from 
the South. Halsey had sent Slew McCain 
and Task Group 38. 1 to refuel. Without the 
support of the carriers which were with 
Halsey, in Task Force 34, or those with 
McCain, the invasion fleet were threatened 
by a vastly superior naval force . 

On the 24th, Hal sey ordered McCain to 
return at fl ank-speed. On the morning of the 
25th, Halsey received the famous message 
from Admiral Nimitz: "WHERE, REPEAT, 
WHERE, IS TASK FORCE 34? THE 
WORLD WONDERS." The radioman was 
not supposed to decode the second sen
tence, it had been added to confuse enemy 
cryptanalysts. Halsey responded: "I HAVE 
SENT MCCAIN." Perhaps, if had been 
another name, Nimitz would have asked for 
more details . Halsey believed that it was 
enough to say that he had sent McCain. 
Apparently Nimitz agreed. 

Admiral Slew McCain, along with Bull 
Halsey, was on the deck of the U.S.S. 
Missouri to observe the surrender of the 
Japanese. On the same day he was able to 
spend time with his son, Commander John 
Sydney McCain , known as "Jack" to his 
shipmates. Slew then boarded a plane and 
flew back to the States. Jack never saw his 
father again. A few days after his return, 
Slew died of a heart attack. 

A Salty SOB 
Jack McCain also graduated from 

Annapolis. John told me that his father 
made it a practice to devote time, each 
night, to the study of military history, strat
egy, and tactics. This so impressed me that I 
have followed the example of Admiral 
McCain . Apparently hi s son, Senator 
McCain, did not. While in pri son I had 
remarked that the French and Indian War 
was called the Seven Years War in Europe, 
and had been fought all over the world, 
including India, where the British East India 
Company defeated the French at 
Pondicherry. Both John McCain and Orson 
Swindle, now a U.S. Trade Commissioner, 
thought that this was obviously wrong. In 
1975, John introduced me to my future 
boss, Ronald Reagan, and to Ross Perot, as 
the man who had the mi staken view of the 
French and Indian War. 

I met John 's father. We had gone to a 
reception at San Clemente, and President 
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Nixon introduced me to Admiral McCain. I 
told the Admiral that I had taken up his 
practice of daily study of military history. 
He told me that a knowledge of the art of 
conflict would serve well , even if appl ied 
outside of armed conflict. When he was dis
tracted, Nixon said that Jack McCain was 
one of the finest leaders ever to serve our 
country, even though, in Nixon's words, he 
was "a salty SOB." 

During the war, John's father torpedoed 
and sank a Japanese ship. Instantly, two 
escort destroyers began searching for him. 
McCain took the boat down and rested on 
the bottom whi le depth charges were 
falling around them. They stayed down 
until the oxygen in the air was foul , and the 
batteries, on which the boat depended 
underwater, were a lmost gone. When I 
read this, I remembered the foul air, with 
the oxygen almost gone, during that ride in 
the refrigerator truck to the camp where I 
met John McCain. 

In 1967, President Johnson named Jack 
McCain to be the Commander In Chief of 
U.S. Forces in the Pacific. In the book 
John mentions that hi s father was called 
upon to order bombing raids over Hanoi, 
the city where his son was being held as a 
prisoner. I take that as testimony that 
Nixon was right - Jack McCain really 
was "a salty SOB." 

A Worthy Heir 
John told me only one thing about his 

mother, and this was not included in the book. 
When his father was appointed as a naval 
advisor to Ambassador Adlai Stevenson at the 
United Nations, John 's mother told his father 
that she would try to be a good diplomat's 
wife, that she would ente1tain and be gracious 
about it. However, she made one rule which 
could not be broken: She would not permit a 
communist in their home. 

Senator John McCain proved to be a 
worthy heir to Slew and Jack McCain . 
While in prison, the Communists constant
ly told us that we did not have to stay there. 
If we would apologize, they would release 
us. A handful did so, and were released. 
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John McCain Ill was tortured, held in solitary 
confinement, and imprisoned for five-and-a
half years after refusing an early release out of 
a sense of honor. 

The rest of us refused, since this would 
harm the moral position our country had 
taken. George "Bud" Day, John 's first cel l
mate, told me that when the Communists 
learned that John 's father was Commander 
in Chief of U.S. Forces in the Far East, 
they leaned on him hard to get him to go 
home. John refused. Bud told me that they 
would twist John 's broken arm when he 
refused. Today, 32 years later, his arm is 
still crooked. However, the measure of a 
man is his character. I was with him where 
character counted, and can attest that I do 
not know another man more utterly 
dependable, or steadfast in the face of trou
ble, than John McCain. 

The Roman historian, Livy (Titus Livius), 
tells a story of the time of the establishment of 

the Roman Republic. The last king, Tarquin, 
had been expelled and a royalist ai111y was 
raised by Lars Porsena to restore the monar
chy. An early battle in this war was remem
bered by Thomas Babington McCaulay in 
"Horatius At The Bridge," a poem which 
schoolboys, in an earlier America, were 
called upon to recite from memory. 

in the comse of the war, Porsena laid siege 
to Rome. A young noble, Mucius Scaevola, 
determined to avenge the shame which he felt 
by his city being under siege. He hid a dagger 
beneath his tunic, and stole out of the city aJ1d 
i11to the enemy camp, determined to assassi
nate Porsena. Unfo1tunately, it was payday 
for the enemy army and Porsena stood with 
the ai·my paymaster. Scaevola knew that one 
of the two was his intended victim but he 
could not ask which was which without giv
ing himself away. By fate, he made the wrong 
choice. After slaying the paymaster, he was 
brought before Porsena. Porsena pronounced 
the death sentence. Scaevola sneered, 
exclaiming that 300 of his comrades had 
pledged to come, one at a time, to slay 
Porsena. "Then I will torture you to reveal 
their names," replied Porsena. 

A fire was burning in a brazier near the 
king, having been lighted for a religious rit
ual. Scaevola thrust his right hand into the 
flame to show that pain meant nothing to 
him when compai·ed to his love of Rome. 
Porsena was so impressed that he set the 
captive free and lifted the siege. 

The Roman Republic endured for 450 

yeai·s because it had men such as Scaevola, 
with strength of character and moral integri
ty. It fe ll when the number of men with these 
qualities became insufficient to preserve it. If 
the American Republic is to endure, it must 
produce more Americans Like Slew, Jack a.Ild 
John McCain, and fewer like Bill Clinton, 
Jane Fonda and Webster Hubbell. Read this 
book. In addition to being a hell of a good 
story, it is a step in the right direction for 
America. A free republic cannot endure if its 
people lack integrity and moral character. 
These qualities must be learned, they are not 
born in us. They are best taught by example, 
and this book offers examples of how an 
American should act. 

Faith Of My Fathers, by John McCain 
wilh Mark Salte1; is published by Random 
House, $25.00. James H. Warn er is an 
inlellectual property a/lorney who f re
quently contributes 10 Soldier Of Fortune 
m.agazine. ~ 
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Come to sunny St. Petersburg, Florida on 
28 February 2000 for a day of 

heart-pounding, high-speed 
racing against SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, Contributing Editor John 

Donovan, and SOF TV star Tim Abell. 
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Get behind the wheel of a High 
Performance VB Race Truck and 
see who wins. Trophies will be 
awarded to the l st, 2nd, and 

3rd place finishers. Photos of 
winners and participants will 

appear in an upcoming issue of SOE 

This will be a full day of fast-action instruction and - more importantly - SEAT TIME! 

lti1'1era1')': 
Your day begins with an overview of the day's schedule 

and introduction to your hosts. You will take a track tour 
and be instructed on safety procedures. You will then select 
your uniform and have your photo taken with your race 
vehicle. Then it's directly onto the first two sessions of on· 
track instruction. Your crew chief will help get you situated 
with the controls of your vehicle. 

After a catered BBQ lunch, it's back in the seat for the third 
and fourth on-track sessions, with reduction of cones. Then 
the flag is down for the heat races, approximately 1 0 to 15 
laps. The day finishes with a presentation and gift to all 
participants. 

Southem Thunder's IVlaste1· i11structo1'S: · 
Together they have over 50 years of racing experience in SCCA, 
FIA, PARTS and NASCAR. 

Special rate for Soldier of Fortune Race Day: 
$895 includes all the day's activities, helmet and driving suit. 
Does not include lodging or airfare. Optional add-ons for 
Saturday: wild boar hunting or saltwater fishing. Call for details 
and rates. 
Contact: Phalanx Outdoor Adventures, 
Crest Building, P.O. Box 320775, 
Tampa. FL 33679 
Phone: 800-329-2254 
E-mail: 71610.475@compuserve.com 
"The source for worldwide adventure." 

SOF Race Day is 28 February 2000 - space limited! Sign up now! 



Of The Brave 
SOG: A Photo History Of The Secret Wars 

by Major John P l aste r (Ret.) 

Editor's note: The fo llowing are selected, excerpted pro.files from the book that was never supposed to be published -
SOG: A Photo History Of The Secret Wars - about the secret wars thcit the U.S. Government always denied. It '.~ a com
panion photo history to Major John Plaster 's award-winning book, SOG: The Secret Wars of America's Commandos In 
Vietnam. This small sampling will give you a taste of the book, but can 't begin to do justice to all that's contained in its 
485 pages of text and photos. Published by Paladin Press, the book can be purchased at your local Paladin retailer or 
ordered by calling ( 303) 442-8741. For credit card orders, call toll-free 1-800-392-2400 (U.S. and Canada). Visit the web 
site at: www.paladin-press.com. 

Bravest Of The Brave: Bob Boward 
Among such extraordinary soldiers, it is hard to single out one 

recon man as the very finest, yet SOG possessed a man worthy of 
superlatives, Sergeant First Class Robert Howard. Unique in U.S. 
military annals, Robert Howard was submitted fo r the Medal of 
Honor three times in 13 months, and many thought he should have 
received all three. 

This selfl ess soldier is the most high ly decorated American of 
this or any age, hi s uniform displaying the Medal of Honor, 
Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, and numerous lesser 
awards, plus eight Purple Hearts, all earned in SOG. This is the 
man who one night ran alongs ide an enemy truck, tossed a clay
more mine in back among a bunch of startled NVA troopers, and 
then detonated it. Another time, he saw a VC terrori st on a motor
bike toss a grenade at a G.I. chow line. Howard snatched an M 16 
from an amazed security guard, dropped to one knee, carefull y 
aimed, shot the driver, and then chased the passenger a half-mi le 
and shot him dead . 

His first Medal of Honor submission came in November 1967 

Bob Howard with badly shot-up Huey at Oak To, 1968. Rock-hard 
physically, and a man of incredible courage, he was equally unas
suming and decent. 
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Bob Howard carries a wounded NVA prisoner to the CCC dispensary. 

for screening a Hatchet Force mission. While the Hatchet Force 
destroyed an enemy cache, Howard 's team came upon four NVA 
soldiers, all of whom he shot; but then his team was pinned-down 
by machine gun fire. Howard killed an NVA sniper and then rushed 
the machine-gun nest and shot all its occupants at point-blank range. 
When a second machine gun opened fire, he crawled forward agai n. 
"Pinned down directly outside the strongpoi nt with a blazing 
machine gun barrel only six inches above his head," his award cita
tion later read, "he threw a hand grenade into the aperture of the 
emplacement, killing the gunners and temporarily silencing the 
weapon." When more NVA took over the gun, Howard seized a 
rocket launcher and "stood amid a hail of bullets, fired his weapon, 
and completely demolished the position." Howard's one-man attack 
so demoralized the enemy soldiers that they abandoned the hill. 
Though recommended for the Medal of Honor, he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. 

In mid-November 1968, Howard accompanied a Hatchet Force 
into The Bra, its mission to draw NVA forces away from a besieged 
CIA-supported force deeper in Laos. After four days of sporadic 
contact, on 19 November, the Hatchet Force members were 
ambushed by a large enemy force, the deadliest fire pouring from a 
PT-76 tank 's turret-mounted l2.7mm machi.ne gun . Howard crept 
forward to fire two LAW rockets, silencing the gu n and destroying 
the tank. Later, when a medevac Huey was shot down, Howard 
ignored his own wounds to dash, alone, 300 yards tl1rough enemy 
fire to scoop up a wounded doorgunner and lead the surviving pilots 
back to safety. During a subsequent barrage, 14 pieces of shrapnel 
slashed Howard, so infuriating him that he charged into the enemy 
soldiers; he surprised three of them, shooting two, and bringing the 
third back as a POW. By the night of the third day, he had been per
forated 50 times and lay weak, bleeding from his arms, legs, back, 
and face. When a 37mm anti aircraft gun halted the force members' 
extraction the following morning, Howard again crept between 
NVA positions to pour a dozen 40mm grenade rou nds on the gun, 
killing its crew and allowing the extraction to finish. For the second 
time in 12 montlls he was recommended for the Medal of Honor, but 

a combination of politics and petty jealousy got it downgraded to a 
Silver Star. Because he was a humble man and cared more about his 
comrades than any award, Bob Howard said nothing. 

Then a few weeks later, Private First Class Robert Scherdin was 
wounded .and separated from hi s RT in Laos; an emergency radio 
beacon was detected on the hill where he had di sappeared. 

The next morning Howard accompanied a 40-man Bright Light 
platoon, led by Lieutenant Jim Jerson, to search the hill. After 
bypassing a reinforced NVA company, the platoon began cLimbing 
the hill , almost certain it ' d be ambushed. It came with a terrib le blast 
- a Chinese mine that badly wounded Jerson and Howard. When 
Howard awoke he ached all over, and his shredded fingers were 
almost useless, but he managed to drive away a flamethrower- · 
wielding NVA soldier. Too injured to stand, Howard dragged him
self to Jerson - he was ali ve. Howard clumsily carried and dragged 
him off the hill , pausing to fight and kill enemy soldiers on the way 
wh ile himself suffering a gunshot wound to tile leg. Assembling 
some 20-odd survivors , Howard prepared to fight to the death, that 
night even calling a Spectre gunsh ip 's fire through his own position. 
But then, miraculously, a surpri e night extraction under parachute 
flares caught the enemy off-guard, and the platoon survivors made 
it out. Display ing courageous leadership to the end, Howard was the 
last man to board a chopper. 

He awoke briefly in a field hospital to find hi s hands bandaged 
and face covered with ointment and to learn that Lt. Jim Jerson 
had died. 

This, Robert Howard's third recommendation for the Medal of 
Honor, was not downgraded. But when the medal was awarded 
American patriotism had plunged, and no special accord was given 
him - not one second of national TV coverage for tile most decorat
ed man ever to wear our country's uniform. He deserved better. 

''Babysan" Davidson 
Second onl y to Jerry Shriver in respect and achievements while 

running recon at CCS was Staff Sergeant. David "Babysan" 
Davidson. Even though he was 23, Dav idson looked barely 16, with 
hi s red hair and freckles, and his 5-foot, 6-inch frame that weighed 
on ly 130 pounds. "If you didn't know who he was, you'd think he 
was just a baby-face kid that got stuck up in tile draft like all the 
other baby-face kids," Ben Lyons said. "When tlley tagged him 
' Babysan,' they tagged him right. " 

Understandably nicknamed "Babysan," David Davidson displayed 
boundless courage and became one of SOG's finest One-Zeros. 
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"Babysan" is presented with Silver Star for G<1llantry. 

Dav idson was among the first U.S. combat troops to serve in the 
war, arriving as an 18-year-old paratrooper in 1965. After a stint 
with the 101 st Airborne Division, he volunteered for Special Forces 
and served another year, as a parachute rigger with the 5th SFGA. 
In June 1967, he was among the very first Project Omega recon men 
to penetrate Cambodia and continued running recon until May 1968. 
Babysan went back to Ft. Bragg's 7th SFGA but apparent ly didn ' t 
c;are fo r Stateside duty. He returned to SOG in August 1969. "He 
was good in the woods," fellow One-Zero Sonny Franks said, "but 
he didn ' t mind a scrappin", and when he got in a firefi ght he always 
got 'em out." 

On 21 February 1970, Davidson's team made one of SOG's rare 
static-line parachute inserts, jumping deep into Cambodia in the 
middle of the night. By October 1970, though on ly 23 years old, he 
had spent one out of every five days of his life in Vietnam and was 
into his third year of running SOG recon. When Cambodian cross
border mi ssions ended that summer, Babysan tran sferred to 
Danang-based CCN and continued running recon, thi s time leadi ng 
RT Fer de Lance. 

On the afternoon of 5 October 1970, RT Fer De Lance was on a 
Laotian ridge just south of Route 922, 10 miles west of where the 
road entered the northern A Shau Valley, at Hamburger Hill. A FAC 
arrived as Babysan reported NVA forces sweeping for the RT, but 
solid c louds covered the area. The FAC had to refuel, and by the 
time he returned the team had been in one firefight - Babysan had 
been shot and fallen down a slope - and hi s One-One, Sergeant. 
Fred Gassman, reported that many NVA troops were advancing on 
him from three sides. Then Gassman called, "I've been hit and in the 
worst possible way." The radio went dead. 

The next morning six FACs scoured the ridge at treetop level but 
found nothing. To this day, the North Vietnamese have refused to 
acknow ledge any information about Babysan Davidson and his 
teammate Freel Gassman. 

J\bove and Beyond: Fred Zabitosky 
RT Maine One-Zero Fred Zabitosky, 26, did not reli sh going into 

"The Bra" for his final recon mission. Named for the double river 
curve where Highway 110 split from the Trail 's major north-south 
road, The Bra contained Binh Tram 37, whose hidden stockpiles and 
truck parks were defended by masses of antiaircraft guns, security 
battalions, and counter-recon uni ts. Zabitosky recently had led two 
perilous Bright Lights, recovering a One-Zero's body after the NVA 
burned him to death and then searching for Charlie White, who' d 
fallen off a McGuire Rig. 

On 19 February 1968, Zabitosky, along with Staff Sergeants 
Doug Glover, One-One, and PurceU Bragg, One-Two, landed safe
ly in The Bra and had barely entered a narrow canyon when an NVA 
platoon opened fire. Zab told Glover to lead the team back to the LZ 
while he bought time for fighters to get there. SOG inte lligence later 
determined the canyon had contained a regimental command post, 

possibly the headquarters of Binh Tram 37, itself. 
Zab repulsed the NVA platoon by blowing a claymore, tossing 

several grenades, and firing his CAR-15 , tactics he repeated for 30 
minutes until he heard A-l s overhead. In one fast dash, he ran al l the 
way to the LZ, where he fou nd RT Maine, but before a Huey could 
come in, hundreds of NVA troops attacked. No sooner had Zab's 
men halted one charge than another NVA company arrived and it , 
too, attacked through napalm and cannon fire. Then Covey had RT 
Maine run along a streambed and through a woodline to another LZ. 

When Covey sent in a Huey, Purcell Bragg and two ' Yards made 
it out safely. Then 100 NVA soldiers assaulted from three sides, and 
Zab 's men were down to two magazines apiece. Under the heavy 
fire of gunships and A-ls another Huey came in just as the NVA sol
diers rose up again. The doorgunners and SOG men mowed clown a 
long line of NVA, and then everyone fired as the Huey lifted off -
they were 75 feet up and almost clear of the LZ when an RPG struck 
the helicopter, splitting it in two and dropping it. It crashed on its 
side, burning furiou sly. 

Fred Zabitosky receives the Medal of Honor from President Richard Nixon. 

Thrown free, Zabitosky forced himself awake to extingtiish his 
burn ing clothes . In addition to severe burns and shrapnel wounds, 
he' cl suffered several crushed vertebrae and broken ribs. Ins ide the 
nearby burning wreckage he could see the pilots still lashed in their 
seats, trnpped in the fl ames, while in back the white-hot burning 
Huey already had consumed Doug Glover, four ' Yards, and the two 
doorgunners, Sergeants Melvin Dye and Robert Griffith. 

Zabitosky stumbled to hi s feet and tore open the pilot 's door, 
grabbed the semiconscious First Lieutenant Richard Griffith , and 
dragged him to safety. Everything was burned off Griffith except hi s 
leather gunbelt. Zab climbed back in to the flames and undid Warrant 
Officer John Cook's harness. The fuel cells then exploded, blowing 
the two men clear. 

Despite heavy ground-fire, another Huey made it in, so Green 
Beret medic Luke Nance could help Zabitosky drag the two men 
into the aircraft. Evacuated to Japan, John Cook thanked Zabitosky 
before succumbing to the burns that covered 85 percent of hi s body. 
The other pilot, Richard Griffith, eventuall y recovered and spent a 
career with the Michigan State Police. 

One year after that clay in The Bra, RT Maine One-Zero 
Zabitosky was presented the Medal of Honor by President Richard 
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Nixon. "I was presented and I wear the medal," he would say, "but 
it was earned by Doug Glover and my other Special Forces team 
members." 

Fred Zabitosky died in early 1997 while surgeons were attempt
ing to remove a tumor from his brain, a humble, devoted man to the 
very end. 

Franklin "Doug" Miller: 
One-Man Assault Force 

The tri-border area of northeastern Cambodia's Ratanakiri 
Province - dubbed Base Area 609 by U.S. intelligence - typical
ly contained at least two NVA infantry regiments of about 1,000 
men each. Almost any SOG team venturing into that heavy jungle 
was likely to find trouble. 

That was the case when CCC's Kontum-based RT Vermont land
ed there on 5 January 1970 to search for enemy base camps. RT 
Vermont's One-Zero, Staff Sgt. Franklin "Doug" Miller, had been in 
SOG for a little over six months, but he was hardly new to recon. 
Although Miller was trained as a Special Forces demolitions man, 
when he originally arrived in Vietnam in 1966 he'd been assigned to 
the 1st Air Cavalry Di vision where he spent two-and-a-half contin
uous years in a long-range reconnaissance patrol company. With 
that much time in combat, especiapy in recon, he was instantly 
accepted when he volunteered for Top-Secret SOG duty in 1969. 

Miller soon adjusted to SOG's most demanding environment and 
became One-Zero of RT Vermont. His One-One, Sgt. Robert 
Brown, was a Special Forces medic with one previous mission, 
while his One-Two, radio operator Sgt. Edward Blythe, was on his 
first mission. 

Not long after RT Vermont left its LZ, an indigenous soldier 
noticed a thin cord tied across a trail and, not believing the enemy 
would booby-trap his own rear area, he yanked on it. Instantly there 
was a tremendous roar, and four team members collapsed, seriously 
wounded. Worse yet, the hastily emplaced booby trap had been put 
there by a reinforced NVA squad, which now rushed forward to 
assault the disorganized SOG men. 

Unwounded, One-Zero Miller and Montagnard pointman, Hyuk, 
let loose a heavy volume of fi~e at almost point-blank range, buying 

Miller during a recon mission in Laos. 

time for Brown and Blythe to lead the injured men to safety. 
With half his men incapacitated and more NVA troops now rush

ing into the area, Miller hastily helped bandage the wounded. Then, 
leaving most of their rucksacks behind, they made their way across 
a stream and 150 meters up a small hillside to a bomb crater. Taking 
cover there to watch their backtrail , Miller and his pointman could 
see to where they ' d left their rucksacks - a North Vietnamese 
leader looked through the backpacks and then waved over more of 
his men and signaled for a wide sweep toward where Miller and his 
teammates were hiding. 

Knowing he could not move his men because of their wounds, 
Miller opened fire with his CAR-15, knocking down several enemy 
soldiers. Then Hyuk added more fire, forcing NVA troops to fall 
back, but soon still more of the enemy arrived. Fanning out right and 
left, an estimated NVA platoon-strength body rushed up the hill , 
aggressively advancing despite Miller's and Hyuk's well-aimed 
CAR-15 bursts. 

Meanwhile, Sgt. Brown was bandaging the wou nded and 
radioing for air support. Then the NVA assaulted again , their 
massed fire killing the pointman and seriously wounding One
Zero Miller. By now an evacuation Huey was inbound, but heavy 
enemy fire drove it off. 

Again Miller exposed himself on that dangerous downhill flank 
and, despite taking an AK round through his left arm, placed effec
tive CAR-15 fire on the NVA forces , repelling their assault. By now 
every member of RT Vermont had been wounded. 

Despite his condition, One-Zero Miller led the team to a more 
protected position, where a Huey was at last able to land a Bright 
Light team that helped to evacuate the wounded men. 

Staff Sergeant Miller was awarded the Medal of Honor, SOG's 
second such award for a covert ground action in Cambodia. 

The Indefatigable Billy Waugh 

Billy Waugh, aboard a Kingbee, 22 kilometers northwest of Khe Sanh, 
about to land in Laos in 1967. 

It is doubtful that any man in SOG fought more battles, served 
on more assignments, and tempted fate more often than Sergeant 
Major William "Billy" Waugh . Tough, two-fisted, whiskey-diink
ing, and never too shy to avoid a fight, Billy Waugh was everywhere 
in SOG. 

When cross-border missions turned bloody in 1966, he recov
ered the bodies of One-Zero Harry "Crash" Whalen's lost men. A 
year later he was a Covey Rider and witnessed the costly attempt 

Continued on page 73 
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It's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure , you 
can "erase" pain (and most other common ail
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts) . When an injury occurs, simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point ... "trigger" it in a special 
way ... and sigh iD. rel ief! 

Be up and ready for action in moments -- or 
help your loved ones, friends or students -- using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as well as "believers." Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 

This skill is vital for those in the martial arts ... healing arts ... survivalists and 
outdoorsmen -- or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages . . . natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries -- G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It's the world 's only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now! 
The G-Jo Institute, Dept201, PO Box 1460, Columbus, NC 28722 

Or Call (828) 863-4660 :mt!IMCi.!liijiJjiib.HJii@m~ 
"Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976" www.g-jo.com 

I Was There 
Continued from page 16 

Suddenly the 60mm mortar NCO asked 
permission to shoot-in his night defensive 
fires. Since he had a grin on his face , how 
could I refuse? The thud of outgoing 60s 
soon reverberated in the evening air. No 
sooner had the 60s left the tubes, then the 
81 mm section chief asked my blessing to 
get clearance from the FSCC to shoot in 
his night defensive fires. The 81 s were 
soon challenging the 60s for supremacy. 
The company gunnery sergeant asked if I 
had any objeqions to having the 3.5 rock
et gunners to join in the fray, and the one
sided firefight escalated. The edge of the 
woodline began to smoke with white phos
phorus- rounds. The "Zips" hadn 't given 
up , however, as when one of the 3.5 gun
ners went into a kneeling position, the des
perate NVA tried to spoil the aim of the 
gunner. A quick round between the 3.5 
man 's legs did the trick and he yanked his 
shot ricocheting a 3.5 WP round off the 
ground about 30 feet in front of him and 
sending it mercifully unexploded into the 
treeline to detonate harmlessly. 

I began to get a bit suspicious when the 
artillery forward observer asked to check 
his night defensive fires, but what the hell , 
fun was fun! I was gratified that the artillery 
was on target, and could be depended on to 
do evil things to sappers if they decided to 
molest our position during the night. 

The Battalion S-3 called in and asked 
what the hell was going on? I described a 
firefight of sufficient proportions to justify 
our somewhat heavy expenditure of ord
nance . He told me that they had just 
received notification that there were two F-
4s returning to base with unused 250-lb. 
Snake-Eyes and wanted to know if I could 
use them. The company was now beginning 
to get with the program and was helping 
with all the small-arms fire we could muster 
without expending our ready supply of 
ammo. I answered in the affirmative on the 
air support and told them that I would mark 
the target with 60mm WP. 

The woodline soon was ablaze and the 
entire earth shook, since the edge of the 
treeline was only about 200 yards distant. 
Needless to say, we were not molested that 
night! A search of the treeline in the morn
ing revealed the remnants of what appeared 
to be an NVA platoon, but it was pretty hard 
to say, since the 250-pounders left few 
remains to recognize. 

The withdrawal from the ridgeline went 
smoothly and all seemed to be progressing 
well as we headed for the beach to meet the 
mike boats. 

I was located about the middle of the 
column while my executive officer, Mike 
Chervenak, was bringing up the rear with 
the company gunnery sergeant, Franklin 
Craddock. Mike was about as savvy a lieu
tenant as I have ever served with. Mike and 
I tended to have the same thoughts at the 
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same time - this made tactical deployment 
in a firefight a piece of cake. 

Gunny Craddock was a former drill 
instruc tor with the fighting heart of a 
Roman Centurion. My company first 
sergeant was an old-time NCO from Korea 
and a two-time drill instructor from Parris 
Island. Jones was better known as "Horrible 
Jones" or "Locker Box Jones" throughout 
the Corps. He was a true professional. 

As we got within striking distance of the 
beach, I suddenly became aware of the 
sound of mortar rounds leaving the tubes. 
And they were close! The only possible 
point of origin had to be the treeline about 
150 yards on our right flank. Without even 
thinking, I got Mike on the hook and told 
him to get the 8 l s on the treeline. He chuck
led a bit and told me that they were already 
on the way. Soon both the 60 and 81 mortars 
were on target and the M60s were joining 
the fray. I was just asking the Artillery FO to 
contact Quang Tri for a fire mission. The 
next step would have been to call the 
Battalion CP for the possibility of bringing 
in air - when I noticed a long bamboo pole 
coming out of the treeline, unremarkable in 
and of itself, but this one had a small white 
handkerchief tied to the top of it! I called a 
ceasefire! 

The spectacle of a line of troops wearing 
U.S.-style helmets - and what appeared to 
be ARVN Uniforms - came winding out of 
the fo liage. The most notable thing about 
our former adversaries is that they all had 
their hands in the air and their rifles slung 
muzzle-down. It appeared that these guys 
had done this before! 

I called battalion and told them what we 
were observing, and asked what disposition 
they wanted of the "marauding troops." I 
was fu lly in favor of tying their hands and 
marching them to the Mike Boats. Heck, the 
brass could sort the thing out! Some of the 
troops, of course, had more imaginative 
suggestions. Since no one had been injured 
on either side, I allowed reason to prevail , 
and stripped them of all the ammunition I 
could find and sent them back to Quang Tri 
on their own recognizance. 

I have always had a soft spot in my heart 
for the helpless and inept so I let them go. In 
retrospect, I have always wondered how 
many deaths these guys were later responsi
ble for? 

We continued to the beach when some 
unnamed Marine started singing the Marine 
Hymn. "I expected some disgruntled trooper 
to fling a dirt clod at the "gungy" Marine. 
Instead, the entire column slowly took up 
the refrain and, much like a John Ford 
movie, the entire company was singing 
"From the Halls of Montezuma ... " at the 
tops of their lungs. 

General Ky was victorious in the election, 
of course, and I suppose we were successful 
in our blocking efforts - as there were only 
twice as many kidnappings and murders in 
the surrounding villages as usual. 

Dick Culver and his wife, Gloria , reside 
in Idaho. Y(' 

SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 
·rhe Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter· 

Sources for ALL automatic knives! 
•Rare and scarce antiques. 
• American-Italian-German 
•High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted customs. 

Check out our WEB SITE: 

A MUST (or ALL switchblade fans! 
•Packed with FIRST.CLASS photos 
•Maintenance & repair tips 
•Free classi tied ads 
•The LATEST trends 
•Informative articles and features 

TO ORDER YOURs:send $10. for a single issue or $30. 
[$38. Foreign] for a one-year ( 4 issue) subscription to: 

~~--- THE NEWSL£TTER - 2269 Chestnut St., PMB 212-A 
San Francisco, CA 94123, USA 
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Britain's Elite SJIS 
Continued from page 47 

seems to be one of civilian dress , it should 
not be forgotten that all SAS men are sol
diers, first and foremost. Any soldier, sailor 
or airman can join the SAS; it is a simple 
matter of applying via the correct channels. 
When called, the candidate wi ll be required 
to attend the Special Forces Briefing Course 
(SFBC) week-end course at the Regiment 's 
barracks in Hereford, home of the SAS 
since the early ' 60s. The SFBC is there to 
ensure that prospective candidates are fully 
aware and prepared before they attempt 
SAS selection. It is also an opportunity for 
the regiment to look at prospective candi
dates, making sure they like what they see 
and that valuable training time is spent on 
only the very best recruits. 

Ideally, candidates for the SAS need to 
have had at least three years' military ser
vice with a parent unit, or service with other 
armed forces (the SAS has, and will , take 
soldiers from other countries). This ensures 
that the basic training requirements and dis
ci plines are already in place. 

Self-discipline is most important in the 
SAS and it has taken nearly 50 years to 
establish a code that is acceptable, a code 
where each man knows what is expected of 
him. Cand idates leave the SFBC after a 
series of briefings and presentations about 

M.A.D. 
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the ro le of British Special Forces in general 
and have some six months to prepare for 
SAS selection. However, many arrive at 
Hereford, but few manage to stay - physi
cally, selection requires everything you 
have, and then some. 

SAS Selection 
Selection is a funny word to use. The verb 

'select' means to pick out the best or most suit
able; while the adjective means, chosen for 
exceUence. The problem is nobody picks or 
chooses the candidate; he must earn his place. 
Therefore, it's more a case of the individual 
candidate selecting himself. It's what makes 
the SAS so unique - a bunch of individuals, 
but with the capacity to act as one instrument 
like the cogwheels of a well-oiled watch. 

Some six months after their SFBC, suc
cessful candidates wi ll be called to do SAS 
selection - and this is hard, there is no other 
way to say it. Selection takes place mostly in 
the Brecon Beacons of South Wales, and 
although not a high range of mountains, they 
are treacherous. Exposed and battered by con
stant weather changes, death by hypothermia 
is seldom far away for the soldiers, and many 
candidates have suffered this slow demise. 

Through the years many different training 
methods have been tried and tested, but little 
has changed since John Woodhouse first set 
out the basic format; if anything, selection 
gets harder. Stamina and fitness, plus the 
abi li ty to read a map and use a compass, 
remain the backbone of completing the set 
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The problem is the route runs over the rough-
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est te1rnin of the Beacons mountains. 
For those who make it through Test 

Week, continuation training follows. Here all 
the necessary ·basic skills required of the SAS 
soldier are taught, practiced and mastered. 
It's back to basics: weapons training, 
patrolling skills, SOP (Standard Operational 
Procedures), escape and evasion exerc ises, 
parachuting (for those not already qualified) 
and finally five weeks' jungle training. Then, 
for those who cannot swim or drive, there is 
a crash course in both before the candidate is 
allowed to enter an SAS Squadron. At this 
stage the newcomer will still be on probation 
as he will have a whole host of new ski lls to 
learn - diving, free-fall parachuting, rock
climbing, explosives, and highly advanced 
communications, j ust to name a few. Equally, 
fo r those candidates who pass selection and 
join the SAS, they must give up any previous 
rank held in their original regiments and 
revert to trooper. The individual must then 
work his way back up the promotion line 
under SAS eyes. To compensate for this , the 
SAS qualify for special pay whi ch far 
exceeds diat of a fast-jet pilot, a small token 
of dieir worth to the British Government. 

Finally, when all this is done, the suc
cessful candidate will receive his beige beret, 
wi th its famous winged dagger - as any 
SAS man will tell you, it is a special moment 
and a fabu lous feeli ng' 

Life in the SAS is not guaranteed . The 
newly adorned soldier will be expected to 
learn many new skills and perfonn accord-

ingly well under combat conditions. Whi le 
skill and expertise are vital, courage during 
conflict is equally important. 

There are two types of courage: physical 
courage, and, more importantly, as fa r as the 
SAS is concerned, moral courage. Physical 
courage alone can often cause a man to act 
foolishly in the face of danger for fear of 
otherwise looking cowardly. Moral courage 
is rarer and tempers bravery with wisdom. 
A man with moral courage wi ll not only 
work well in a team, but also by himself as 
he doesn ' t need praise or flattery to keep 
going. This type of person will be able to 
cope with most undesirabl e predicaments 
- even capture and interrogation by the 
enemy, as happened to SAS soldiers during 
the Gulf War. 

Leading - And Supporting - Rotes 
So what makes these elite soldiers . ri sk 

their lives? There are probably many rea
sons, but the first and foremost is the desire 
to be an unquestionab le soldier; a member 
of the el ite group. Such concepts may sound 
gung-ho, but to a professional soldier it wi ll 
make sense. 

Recently, the SAS have been invol ved in 
a variety of miss ions: 

In Albania they were caUed upon to res
cue a British couple who ran an orphanage, 
as well as the children who li ved there. This 
was achieved with maximum effic iency and 
minimum fuss. 

In Bosnia, as part of the peace-keeping 
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efforts, die SAS has been involved in the 
arrest of war criminals. Their actions made 
the headlines in July 1997 after they shot 
dead one of the men they were arrest ing. 
The man, Simo Drlj aca, upon being chal 
lenged, pulled a gun on the soldiers and 
wounded one in the leg. T his imprudent 
action that cost him his life. 

There is absolutely no doubt that the 
SAS wil l continue to be Britain 's elite fight
ing force for decades to come. 

Author's note: 
There have been a number of Americans 

in the SAS. As a U.S. Amiy Special Forces 
officer, Colonel Charlie Beckwith trained 
with die SAS and saw action in Malaya. He 
later developed a reputation for bravery in 
the Vietnam War, where he commanded 
Project Delta. In 1977, he was given the task 
of setting up the U.S. 's first counter-terrorist 
unit, Delta Force. Beckwith based his new 
unit on die SAS - and indeed die first Delta 
recruits trained at Hereford. 

Bany Davies' decorated se1vice with the 
SAS is well-known. The unit's histo1y is graph
ically covered in two of his books, Joining The 
SAS, and SAS: The Illustrated Hi tory 
(Virgin Publishing, Ltd. , London; fax: Oll-
44-171-386-3680. Design for the latter by 
Design 23, London.). The U.S. distributorfor 
many SAS titles (some carried by Barnes & 
Noble and others) is Lewis international, Inc., 
Miami, FL; phone: 1-800-259-5962. ~ 
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Waco: New Be11elation 
Continued from page 55 

Waco, so much so that he felt personally 
responsible. In a neat twist, the film sug
gests that a phrase in Vince Foster's pur
ported suicide note - "The FBI lied to me." 
- was a reference not to the scandal sur
rounding the White House travel office, but 
to Waco. 

Foster's secretary and a Secret Service 
agent reveal that Foster's secret report on 
what happened at Waco was removed from 
Foster 's office immediately after his death. 
The former intern who actually retrieved the 
box of files containing Foster's Waco report 
said he was told by Maggie Williams, the 
First Lady's chief of staff, to take the files to 
the Clinton's private residence "for review." 
Foster's Waco report has not been seen since. 

The film 's weakest point is an assertion 
that the government actually planted a 
shape charge on top of an interior concrete 
structure where the FBI believed Koresh 
was hiding, but which actually was a refuge 
from the fire for women and chi ldren. 
Footage here is strong in one respect: It 
shows the charred remains of victims hud
dled under the remnants of wet blankets, 
suggesting that they were not trying to 
embrace a su icide pact, but survive. 

But the evidence of a government-plant
ed explosive - a photograph of an unex
plained hole in the top of the concrete 
bunker, showing the latticework of steel re
enforcing bars bent downward - is tenuous 
at best. But it certainly points to an issue 
that demands further explanation by the 
government. 

Where Will The Thread Of Evidence Lead? 
No doubt such explanations will be a 

long time in coming. It has taken six years 
to get this far, to learn what little of the ugly 
truth that is known. What it means for the 
future is uncertain, but the probable picture 
isn't pretty. 

Clive Doyle, who survived the fire, 
echoes SOF's second story on Waco, that 
the atrocity was not an isolated event, but in 
a continuing series of outrages, perhaps a 
horrifying harbinger of things to come . 

Waco and its many in vestigations aren ' t 
the end, Doyle says in the film . 

"I believe Waco was just the beginning," 
he said. 

If the guilty patties among government 
officials are Bible readers, they might want 
to turn to the Old Testament book of Nahum 
for food for thought. But the truth in this case 
might make everyone sick to the stomach. 

"The Lord revengeth and is furious," 
Nahum wrote. "The Lord will take 
vengeance on his adversaries ... " 

SOF investigative reporter James L. 
Pate has been covering the assault on the 
Davidian com.pound and the ensuing 
assaults on justice since day one. He will 
continue. ~ 
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Bra11est Of The Bra11e 
Continued from page 67 

to ra id the enemy 's Ho Chi Minh Trail 
headquarters in Target Oscar Eight. By 
1970, he was Recon Sergeant Major at 
CCN, continuing to run recon despite 
atta ining a rank usually found behind a 
desk. When Chief SOG assembled a top
secret training mission to ass ist the sur
rounded Cambodian army outpost at Ba 

At Ba Kev, Cambodia, in 1970, where Waugh 
led a SOG team that helped defend a cut-off 
Cambodian outpost. 

Kev, he could think of no one better to lead 
it than Billy Waugh, who went in with 
Melvin Hill, Warner "Rocky" Farr, Joe 
Smith, and Tomas Rui z-Irizarry. Later in 
1970, Waugh selected the world 's first 
HALO team, and then a few months after
ward, unable to watch while others were 
jumping, he organi zed and trained his own 
team fo r SOG 's third HALO jump. Then he 
served as a HALO instructor at SOG 's 
schoo l at Camp Long Thanh. 

During a protracted search in Laos in 
1971 to find an escaped U.S. POW, Air 
Force Lt. Jack Butcher, Sergeant Major 
Waugh tw ice took in all-volunteer teams 
that nearly reached Butcher before he was 
recaptured. Like so many of SOG 's most 
seasoned soldiers , Billy Waugh never 
rece ived much in the way of deserved 
awa rds - he was too busy fighting and 
looking out for his men but he 's 
deep ly respected by all those who served 
with him. 

John Plaster is a decorated sniper who 
served in SOG from 1968through 1971. He's 
the author of many books, and a frequent 
conrributor to Soldier Of Fo1tune. ~ 
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Operation Whirlwind 
Continued from page 51 

Chechen women taken into custody today. 
Within mi nutes of arriving at the market, 

OMON troops had fanned out into the laby
rinth of staLls and kiosks looking for an uniden
tified man they later told us might have sold 
Sautyev and Dakhkilgov the hexogen used 
in the two most deadly Moscow bombings . 

"If he's here, we' II get him," Oleg Aksy
onov, a mi nistry of interior press officer told 
SOF as we trai led the OMON team. 

We ran from stall to stall with three 
OMON officers outfitted with body armor, 
webbing, what appeared to be a sawed-off 
Remington pump shotgun and standard
issue 9mm pistols. 

Terrorists And Bandits 
Shoppers began scattering as the officers 

shouted for people to make way. A Moscow 
police helicopter could be heard overhead, 
and if the police still had the element of sur
prise after five minutes in the market then 
they would surely get their quan-y. 

A group of four OMON troops came by 
in the opposite direction with a line of fresh
ly arrested Chechen men. Their man wasn't 
among the scraggly group of prisoners. 

''Terrorists," one of the OMON officers said 
to us as he walked by. "Bandits," said another. 

Finally, after 20 minutes, OMON com
manders called off the sweep. "He's not 
here," Aksyonov said. "He's smart, but 
we' ll get him." 

By week's end, police announced the 
security sweep had netted some 11 ,000 peo
ple, including 30 suspected of involvement 
in the bombings. They also claimed to have 
seized 74 bombs, found hidden in various 
apartment and office blocks in Moscow. 

Shortly after SOF left Moscow, the 
Kremli n surprised everyone with an 
announcement that Russian troops were 
moving quickly to create a 10-mile secmity 
zone separating Russia from Chechnya. 

Tens of thousands of Russian troops were 
involved, with dozens of air force fighter jets 
offering support to ground troops. 

If the bombers couldn ' t be caught in 
Moscow, the Kremlin reasoned, they would 
be forever prevented from entering Russia 
from their bases in Chechnya. 

Less than three weeks later, Russian 
forces had come within rifle-shot of the 
Chechen capital Grozny and showed no 
signs of stopping short of actually capturing 
the breakaway republic. 

Despite the Kremlin 's deployment of 
nearly 100,000 troops, Khattab and Basa
yev continue to remain active. 

"There is no goverpment in Russia now 
with which it would be possible to negoti
ate," Basayev told a Czech journalist. "The 
state in effect does not exist. The only thing 
which is left is the police apparatus." 

Mark H. Milstein is a senior SOF corre
spondent based in Hungary. ~ 
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Benz of execu#ve 
protec#on dogs. " 

"The Premium K-9. • 

- SOF Magazine 

S&K L a bs Boron 
This produc t has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level y ou drastica lly increase your body's 
ability to c reate lean muscle m ass. Would 

y ou like to sculpt your body with huge 
hea l thy ha rd muscles and get that lean 
a weso m e body builder physique? Our 

10mg Boron is 3 times the s tre n g th of 
almos t a ll competitors. If you are not 

comple te ly satisfied with the growth you 
obta in, re turn it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $19.99 

S&K Labs. P.O. Box 2025 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 

__ 1 Bottle (3) month cycle $19.99 + $5.00 S&H 

__ Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $49.98 shipping Ind. 

__ Add $10.00 for Priority Mall 

__ lnternatfonal orders add 25%. (C.0 .D.'s U.S. only) 

__ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 



~~~!~~r1;n~ 1~~=~ t~pd[i~:~~~~l~~~~~ease 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growt h . 

2 month cycle $29.95 

2 . Boron is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300o/o. 

3 month cycle $19.99 

3 . G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4 . L.S.C. is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, amines, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 
FREE! 

_ ATDC 2 month cycle $29.95 + $5.00 S&H 
_ Boron 3 month cyde $1 9.99 + $5.00 S&H 

G.H.R.X. 60 Tabs $21.00 + $5.00 S&H 
_ L.S.C. 60 Tabs $19.95 + $5.00 S&H 

_ _ Special, Buy 3 Bottles get 4th FREE S80.94 shipping loetuded 
__ Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 
__ International orders add 25%. (C.0.0.'s U.S . onty) 
_ _ Yes, r would like a FREE catalog with my order 

Name: 
Address: _ _____ ________ _ 

City, State, Zip: - --- ---- --- --

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 

OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 
We carry the best line of security sprays , stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 
We can meet or beat any price on the market. 

' 

10% Pepper Sprays 
4oz. ~ 
Fogger ......,..... 

Key Chain Sprayer 
Retail $22.95 Retail $19.95 
Sample $6.25 Sample· $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 

Professional-level home study course. Learn to repair 
handguns, rifles, and shotguns. Work in a gunsmith shop 
or start your own business. Send or call 24 hours a day. 
FREE LITERATURE: . " ~ 
CALL 800-223-4542 

~-....... ...i;;..ll:iii~ 

GREENE MILITARY 
1-800-521-7977 

FREE CATALOG 

MILITARY • TACTICAL • ADVENTURER 

BDUs • M65 Field Coats 
Combat & Automatic Knives 

Boots • Alice Packs 
Leather Jackets • I-Shirts 

And More 

7215 Kingston Pike 
Knoxvi lie, TN 37919 

Internationa l Orde rs W elco med 

MEN& WOMEN! 
Train al home for an exciting part 
or lull-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work lor others. Learn all lhe 
latest techniques lrom the 
experts. Taught by lormer mili
tary inlelligence specialisls, 
poli ce and private detectives. 
Tile only course al its kind, the 
unique Global Schaal al 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

~ 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 
$249.95 

AND TACTICAL 
INCLUDING TAC/CON , 

LEGIONNAIRE, IMPERATOR, 
NATO, OVERVEST 

STARTING AT 
$175.00 

For Armor Catalogue send $4 .00 
or $15.00for1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

PMB 456 • 13615 S. Dixie Hwy. , 
Miami, Florida 33176-7254 

Ph .: (305) 256-0370 
Fax: (305) 235-0603 

E-Mail : interam @gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 

• Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

• Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

• 5 year warranty on ballistics 
• Adjustable ballistic panel carriers 

•

av.ailahlein•w.hite:·n;d···navy. , , . ... . 

. }....., . •- I . 
~ I : 

. . 
. ' . 

/ , . / 

• Plus shipping & handling 
X-LARGE AND XX-LARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 

All orde rs must be pre-paid or C.0.0. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 

I 111I13: I !d:!~I :It I 1}11:! ;l1'1 [1) ;I 
37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 

Livonia, Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 



HEAR 

(/? 
Silver Creek 

INDUSTRIES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

This Class 11 -A- r.====3I:ii 
Kevlar soft body 
armor will defeat the c.::.:::.:::.:::..:,;,,;;,:;;;;;:_j 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag., 
9mm. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested 
at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by 
the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal. 
Front and back pro
tectors: $220. Side L....:l_..__.._ __ 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 

ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. 158gr. FMJ 
$125/M, 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 

Shooting Systems, formerly 
Assault Systems, is the 
world's original manufac
turer of nylon holsters, 
assault rifle cases and tac
tical gear. Our premium 
quality products and inno
vative designs set our 
products apart from the 
competition. For a Free 
48 page color catalog, 
contact us at the informa
tion provided. Since 1979 

Lead On, Soldier! 
• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

• MREs 

• Blankets 

• First Aid 

•Tools 

• Knives 

• Boots 

• (jniforms 

• Navigation 

• Night ision 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v, •; • ), bold words (other than first 3-4) : $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each= 1 word; abbreviations such 
as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files) . Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn : Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303-
444-5617; e-mail: trent@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do any
thing' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 

2000 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 

ISSUE AD DEADLINE DH SALE DATE 

April 5 January 29 February 

May 2 February 28 March 

June 1 March 25 April 

July 5 April 30 May 

August 3 May 27 June 

September 31 May 25 July 

October 5 July 29 August 

November 2 August 26 September 

December 30 August 24 October 

EAVESDROPPING is unbelievably widespread! 

Are you sure you're safe? Would you like to learn 
how others (without prior experience) earn $250 HR 
in the fascinating field of COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE? 

Call for FREE CATALOG/ 
www.Spy-City.com 800 732-5000 

20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing , backpacking , camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

Extended Slide lock For J$9.95 P.P.0. 1 

GLOCK@ 
• DROP IN REPLACEMENT• FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 

Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 
Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinta, OH 43535 

78 

-@- PRESENTS HIGH THREAT 
£f?. EXECUTIVE PROTECTION 

~1Hf (fJl) . COURSE 
~ PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

APRIL 17-21 2000 •APRIL 24-28 2000 (MON. - FRI.I 

INSTRUCTED BY U.S. SPECIAL AGENTS WHO HAVE 
PROTECTED DIGNITARIES IN HOSTILE FOREIGN ENVI-

RONMENTS, THIS ACTION-PACKED COURSE FEATURES: 

- REALTIME SCENARIOS 

- EXOTIC WEAPON TRAINING 

- SHOOTING FROM MOTORCADE 

- COMBAT SHOOTING QUALIFICATION 

COURSE FEE $1.495.00 

1 (BOO) 282-5754 
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY • LIMITED CLASS SLOTS AVAILABLE 

CABLE T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

I :Jil1J ({j:I g1J :I! [ij:i I l1J l ~J 
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-year tradi
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu
tion. "Author's Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing" 1-
800-695-9599. 

CONSTITUTIONAL POPULIST REPUBLIC: more 
then a redneck in a pick-up with a dog in the back. 
Support the North American Reader. 1-514-285-
2849 - WEB SITE www.knownet.net/reader. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu
scripts , photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. COL
LECTOR'S ARCHIVES; Box 2 , Beaconsfield , 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA 

Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, adventurel 
Learn from the REAL 

l """"""""""'""'"""-~~--'experts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Broclz11re! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Private In ves ti~atio n 

I (310) 657-6333 I s e~e~i 8~n~' PA 9bL3 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· PI Academy · Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 

• SAS • PARA • ROYAL MARINES 
• RAF • GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

®
45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 

. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 37 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 

COMPLETE NEW IDENTITY SYSTEM: ID Cards, 
Birth Certificates, SSN 's, 100% Effective-Safe, 
$60.00 Cash/Money Order, Morphiss Press, 1000 
W. 4th St. #359, Ontario, CA, 91762 www.angelfire . 
com/ar/morphisspress/index.html 

SOLDIEll 011 110lffUNE llUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers , military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 for first 
issue and 1.00 each after for Priority Mail. SOF 
Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave. , Boulder, CO 
80303-1340. WWW .SOHIAG.Cml 

V' SOl,DIEll 011 FOll'fUNE BACK ISSUES ARE 
available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only $5 
each includes domestic S&H . Write, fax or e-mail to 
request a comprehensive list. SOF Back Issues, 
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STEALTH 
It can mean the difference between 
life and death. The Stealth Bag™ is 
your personal emergency survival 
system that, not only preserves 

your body heat, but reduces your 
IR signature to an undetectable 

level. The Stealth Bag's Desert 
Storm camo pattern blends neatly 

into the background. With the 
Stealth Bag, you can literally "hide 
in plain sight'! To learn more, give 
us a call, or better yet, check us out 

at www.stealthbag.com. 

Corporate Air Parts, Inc. 
7641 Densmore Avenue 

Van Nuys, CA 91406, U.S.A. 
800-227-7811I818-997-0512 

Fax:818-997-0478 
www.stealthbag.com 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credit• New SSN 
• ID by mail •College degrees• Better jobs •Credit repair 
• Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS• Box 8410-AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. 
Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:barbara@sofmag.com 

COLLECTORS 
BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Regimental insign ia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

EMPLOYMENT 
"$800 WEEKLY POTENTIAL" Processing 
Government Refunds At Home! No Experience 
Necessary. Call Toll Free 1-800-945-6990 Ext. 569 

FINANCIAL 
MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. We have the answers! Call Toll Free: 
1-800-226-3601 , ExtensionBF7770. www.national
infocorp.com 

FREE 
• SPOOK TECH: The Spy Shop Catalog -We sell 
over 300+ Covert Spy Products at wholesale prices. 
Call 1-904-788-8745 for FREE COLOR CATALOG 

SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

E-mail: WOSCPP1998@YAHOO.COM 

Y2K PRODUCTS 
MRE'S (USGI) w/ heaters $70/12 + shipping 
MILLENNIUM BEAN MIXES 
One man month in a stackable bucket 
Choose Millennium Bean, Pea, Rice, Chili, 
or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 
3600 Calorie Food Bars $65/12 
MRE Chocolate Brownies $100/100 
MRE Wheat Snack Bread $60/80 
MRE Poundcakes $75/100 Assorted 

Catalog $2 Survival Checklist $5 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 

6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, ·Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

INVESTIGATION 
INDUSTRY CLASSICS - PRIVATE INVESTI
GATORS TEXTBOOK and BOUNTY HUNTERS 
TEXTBOOK: Is this business for you? How to get 
into it. How to do the job. Everything you need to 
know! Written by 27-year veteran Private 
Investigator and teacher, Robert Nixon. Private I. 
Textbook: $35 plus $3.00 S&H, Bounty H. Textbook: 
$30.00 plus $3.00 S&H. Check or Money Order to: 
ResourceNet Assoc., PO Box 7045, Philadelphia, 
PA 19149. 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202 

MILITARY EVENTS, 
AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 
e Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIEll OI' 
FOll'fUNE will run a 30-word notice here for one 
month, half price, for any legitimate reunion , mili-

FEBRUARY 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic Devices 
• Spy Pinhole Cameras $9900 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders •Bug and 
Phone Tap Detectors • 

Locksmithing 
• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 

• Realtime 15 Hour Telephone 
Recording System $14900 

• Vehicle Tracking System • And more ... 
Catalog $5°0 

We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 

SPY OUTLET 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 

(716) 695-8660 I 691-3476 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A .L.f..QAL I 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. : 

~~~R~~~~~~!R~T.l~~~~~~~ : 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. I 

1 '. FOR SOME VERY REVEAL/NG /NFQRMATIONI I 
I QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. 52 : 

'~••••••~~~~~!~-~~~~L~!!~~~~~~~~~~~~ •• -· 

PHOTO l.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 

High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 

Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 

Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 

Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 

tary base open-house, air show, battle re-enact
ment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only ; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 

MISCELLANEOUS 
HIRED GUN logo merchandise now available! 
Gold on black: caps, polo shirts, T-shirts, coffee 
mugs. Volume discounts ! Call now TOLL FREE 
(877) 544-1155 

" OFF-SHORE PRIVATE TRUST BANKING FACIL
ITY Plus c/card plus income opportunity. 
Worldwide, inexpensive, practical. Details - P.J. 
Wain , Room 2, 12-14 St. George's Road, St. 
Anne's, Lanes, FY8 2AE, UK. IRC appreciated." 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds muscle, 
strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate Testosterone 
level 200%. Enhances virility-Instant recovery. 
Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 
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- Inventory 

• America's # 1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 
• 20YeorWorranty 
• Easy Financing Available 
•Easy Do-It-Yourself Conslruction 

Sale 
SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

25X34 • 30X46 
40X56. 50X116 

• Free 16 Page Brochure SiC:C:!.."iiliJ$iC:rl$ 

entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 
pistol's internal action!! 

"THE PLUG" installs or 
removes in a second on 

Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THE U.S.A. ORDER NOW AT ONLY 

VISA, MIC, 
AMEX, DISC 

$5.00 plus $ 1.25 shpng/hndlng 
(foreign orders $10 cert. U.S.) 

call 570-669-7027 (~) Mon to Sat 9am·11 pm EST 
Or mail check or money order to: 
O.W.L. ENTERPRISES, Box 146, Nesquehoning, PA 18240 

MINE, GRENADE & FIREARMS POSTERS : 50+ 
set; single posters and poster books available. 
Securesearch, Inc., 3500 Pharmacy, U-4, Toronto, 
ON. , Canada M1 W 2T6. (1-416) 492-5349, Fax: (1-
416) 492·3656 

GPS·Global Pos ition ing System. Interactive 
Tutorial on CD ROM. Graphical references on 
Geodesy, Surveying, Mapping, Engineering, 
Navigation & more. Get all the facts from the 
experts to get involved. Send $35 check or M.O. to 
Two Sigma, Inc., PO Box 4505, Leesburg, VA 
20177 

BO 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, Travel, 
Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell , Anyplace! 7700 
Ai r Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080 

SOCIAL NUDISM LIFESTYLE! New videos! Free 
Catalog! Write: FPSO, Box 191 H, Montreal , 
Canada H3G-2K7 (E-Mai l: freecat@total.net) 

• Did thi s get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." 
So are V' and e. Add them to your SOF classi fied 
ad for $5/each. 

Allen : Legionna ires - Your Story I am writing 
a book about the men of the French Foreign 
Legion. I want your story! Why did you join? 
Who/What are the hero 's, legends and mysteries 
of the Legion? Etc. Please send me your pic
tures, story & regiment info to: "The Legion" P.O. 
Box 260384, Encino, CA 91426 USA e-mail : 
frenchleg ion@aol.com 

PREPAREDNESS 
Y2K SURVIVAL FOOD! So delicious, use every 
day or save. .. Moisture/Bug proof. Long shelf. 
Available now-no back orders! 1-800-878-8844 

Y2K: WATER FILTERS, BARRELS, Pumps, Grain 
Mi lls, Organic Grains. 1-800-705-3479. 
www.wheatandgrain.com 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell : Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! 
Call : 1-800-60 1-22 12, Ext. SP7770 www.national
infocorp.com 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY •• CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to : BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 
Locate Telephone Number and 
Add resses, Identity Verification , 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports , Background 
Checks, Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

JGS In c. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island , New York 10312-01 76 
71 8-984-9012, Fax: 71 8-356-7256 

DESCRAMBLE 
Cable for $14.95! (Kit) 

Satellite $19.95 
Gets fill channels! Why pay hundreds? 800-752-1389 

SURVEILLANCE 
ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop for 
surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, new ID's 
and new identity, asset protection, covert weapons, 
investigations, and more. (802) 864-0951. 
www.espionage-store.com 

TRAINING 
" SUPERIOR TRAINING FOR PROFESSION· 
ALS !" Executive Protection, Maritime Security, 
CQP, Technical Surveillance, Counter Intelligence, 
Investigations Management, Career Development, 
and Tactical Courses. Enterprising Securities (770) 
723-1683 or www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

SURVIVAL TRAINING· Small Arms, Basic, 
Disaster. Extended courses including, Sniper and 
Special OPS, Private training . Send $2.00 for 
lnfopak refundable MERC. ENTP. P.O. BOX 633 
Toast, NC 27049 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your Website 
or Internet URL + 10 words r ight here. Th is is a 
great way to get out the word on your s ite! 

VISITING LAS VEGAS? Visit our website 
www. thegunstore.com 

OFF-SHORE VISA DEBIT CARD. No ss# required. 
No credit check. http://www.freeyellow.com/mem
bers7/freedom-4u 

"COWBOY ACTION SHOOTERS, action work, 
etc. Recommended by Mike Venturino." 
www.ycsi.net/users/gunsmith 

• COVERT SPY GEAR· www.SpookTech.com , 1-
877-464-4S PY 
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13983 Industry Avenue 

~~rm
_...--~~ Becker, MN 55308 

/(?.PHONE 1-612-261 -5600 
'£::.) • FAX 1-612-261-5599 

p A.NT :a: E R www.dpmsinc.com 
AR :m: 13 · mai~u~Fn~5s5i~c:~~l.com 

M-F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 

ACTION KNIVES Automatics , Butterflies, 
Nunchakus, Stars, Batons, Lasers, Knuckles, More. 
www.actionknives.com 

POLICE S"OGES, Guns, Weapons "Find Icon Win 
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Guerrilla Attack by a Media Mere 

F 
ew know the failings of the American media better than gun 
owners, military veterans, cops and other soldiers of fortune. 
All get maligned by an emotional press corps indifferent to 
truth. In Boulder, Colo. - home of Soldier Of Fortune mag
azine and the infamous JonBenet Ramsey murder, one man 
fought the national press in a guerrilla-style attack some 

reporters will never forget. (Read more at www.Laugesen.com .) 
JonBenet Ramsey's ghost must be smiling. Finally, after three 

years as the carcass for a media bloodfest, the dead six-year-old's 
dignity was restored by media mercenary Jann Scott. 

It's 11 October, outside of the Boulder County Justice Center. 
Dozens of TV, radio and print reporters, from around the world, are 
hanging out in anticipation of a grand jury indictment announcement 
by Boulder District Attorney Alex Hunter. Satellite trucks drone in 
the background making the exact same noise as carnival rides. 

Joining the pack is Scott, who hosts a little-known public access 
TV show. For the next three days - morning, noon and night -
Scott roams the carnival with his high 8 camcorder. He videotapes 
reporters and antagonizes them with tough questions . 

Scott proves relentless. Reporters who snub him receive extra 
attention. 

The result is a hilarious hour-long video on public-access TV 
(to order, see note below). 

Here's a typical exchange, featuring ABC reporter Steve Walsh. 
As Scott approaches with his camera, Walsh waves his hand like a 
parent warning a child to stay back. 

Walsh: "Not ... not now we're busy." 
Scott: "What?" 
Walsh, angrily: "Get away from us." 
Scott: "That's great, Steve. Say 'hi ' to Boulder, because they 

always like to see news people act like pricks." 
He approaches long-time CBS correspondent Bob McNamera 

and asks: "Aren't you a former CBS correspondent?" 
McNamera: "Current." 
Scott: "Oh, I thought you died." 
He walks up to a CBS crew and mocks them, pretending to be 

impressed by their plastic badges. 
"You ' re from CBS?" Scott asks excitedly. "Oh my Gawwwd! 

Do you mind if I zero in on your press badges?" 
Throughout the mediafest, Scott's camera keeps close tabs on 

Lawrence Schiller, author of the bestseller Perfect Murder, Perfect 
Town. Schiller loiters at the carnival knowing bored reporters will 
interview him as they wait for Hunter to appear. That will sell 
books, earning him more money from JonBenet's corpse. 

Schiller, as Scott approaches: "I'd appreciate my privacy, if I 
may." 

Such requests aren't honored by Scott, who repeatedly lectures 
reporters about his principled practice of keeping the camera 
rolling no matter what. 

Scott moves on to visit a CBS film crew producing a four-part 
mini-series on JonBenet. A prodm;;er asks Scott to leave. 

Producer: "We're trying to work here, so do you mind?" 
Scott: "So am I." 

Producer: "Yeah, I understand, but I'm not interfering with your 
work." 

Scott: "So what's your name and what are you doing? Who are 
you?" 

Producer: "I'm just hanging out." 
Scott: "Just hanging out?" 
Producer: "Yeah." 
Scott: "That's what I'm doing. I'm just hanging out with my 

camera." 
One reporter puts his hat over Scott's camera, saying "I don't 

like your stupidity." 
Scott: "Are you drunk today, Frank, or sober?" 
Most of those who treat Scott with blatant arrogance are has

beens, wannabes and known losers. Among the most arrogant is 
Tom Kenworthy of the Washington Post. He pauses for Scott's 
camera to proudly announce his name and affiliation, then gleeful
ly walks away saying, "I don ' t do interviews." 

The show climaxes when Scott approaches Craig Lewis, a noto
rious reporter for the Globe. Lewis faces criminal charges on sus
picion he tried to bribe a handwriting expert to sell him the famous 
Ramsey ransom note for $32,000. 

Scott: "So you're out of jail?" 
Lewis: "I've never been in jail, you fucking moron." 
Scott: "Do you have your toothbrush packed?" 
Lewis: "Why don' t you suck my c**k." 
Scott: "You still working for the Globe?" 
Lewis: "Kiss my ass, you fu**wad. Put that on TV, you 

mo********er." 
Scott: "We are putting this on TV." 
Lewis: "Go aheac\, dipshit." 
Scott: "Did you try to bribe that guy for $32,000 for the ransom 

note?" 
Silent pause. 
Scott: "Hey, Greg?" 
A man approaches Lewis, document in hand. He's an agent with 

the Colorado Bureau of Investigation. He flashes a badge, hands 
Lewis some papers, and says "See you Monday" in court. 

Scott: "Hey, Craig. What's the subpoena for? Is it a subpoena or 
a warrant?" 

Lewis: "Let me explain it to you," putting his mouth inches 
from the camera lens. "Suck my c**k, you dipshit mo********er." 

The carnival ends Wednesday, on 13 October, when the DA 
announces that the grand jury will indict no one for the death of 
JonBenet. The next day, Hunter stages a press conference and Scott 
shows up in his favorite Hawaiian shirt. He asks the best question 
of the day. 

Scott: "Did you get a true-bill signed by the grand jury, and how 
many dissenters were there?" The answer, of course, would tell us 
whether the grand jury was instructed not to indict, or chose not to. 

The DA, you see, doesn't like hard questions and he never gets 
them from "real" reporters, who he's successfully bamboozled. 

If JonBenet's ghost can see the media zoo in Boulder, she' s 
probably laughing with Jann Scott, not at him. ~ 
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Waler "Mini-Pillows" • 5 Gallon Hedpaks • 5 Gallon Cubitainers • 7.5 Gallon Ecasels 
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The "Easy Order" Specials • Portable Water Filters • PUR Water Purifiers • APF Water Fil
tration System • Katadyn® Ceramic • Waler Filter • Berkefeld® Emergency • Water Filter 
• Tankless Gas Water Heaters • Stainless Steel • Water Destiller • Redi Chlar - Chlorine 
Tablets • 32 ta 128 oz. • Jars & Battles • Kitchen Sprauters • Back la Basics Grain Grinder 
• Excalibur Food Dehydrator • Bulk DrumsStainless Steel Drums • Food Storage Pails • 
Mylar Food Storage Bags • 12 Vall Well Pump• Waler Emergency Handpump Manual 
"Deep Well" Pump • Cylindrical "Well Buckel" • All Purpose Pump • Survival Food Tabs • 
Omega Water StarageTanks • 100% Ozanated waler • Poly Tanks • Terra Tanks The 
Water Bax • Water Crates • Y2KKare Kit • Fuel Preserver • Aerobic Oxygen • The Bed 
Rizer • Traveler Fleece Blanket • The Blowgun • Survival Bees Wax Candles • 100 Hour 
Candles Candles "buy" the bulk • Lamps, Lanterns & Accessories • Liquid Paraffin/Lamp 
Oil • Y2k Candle-making Kil • Case of Candles in a Can • The eternalight • Candle 
Lanterns & Mare • Gas Masks • Potassium Iodide • Herbal Medical Kits • First Alert Fire 
Extinguisher • Hand Powered & Solar Flashlights • The "Forever Flashlight" • Medical Kits 
Ozane Machine • Omega Fuel Storage • Petra Guard Tanks • Y2k Emergency Energy Kit 
Hand Powered Radios • ISalarl & Accessories • Volcano Stave • Convenient FaldAStave 
Global Solar Oven • Solar Rechargeable Lantern • Solar Battery Chargers • Solar Power 
Panels & mare • Rechargeable Batteries • Chemical Light Sticks • Portable Toilet 
Portable Gas Storage • EVAC-U8® Smoke Hood • Protective Clothing • 4.3 oz. Waler 
Packets • Wander Washer 

Shop our entire selection ON THE WEB @ 

www.watertanks.com 

Or call tall free far our FREE 1999 Catalog: 

1-888-742-6275 

your Y 2K superstore 
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